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The same issue carried another notice which read in
part as follows:

The India Missionary Party purpose to hold open air and other
meetings; sing, pray, tell their experiences, talk missions, preach
the gospel and solicit funds for their passage to India. If these
dear children of God love the heathen of India so much that they
gladly do this kind of Gospel work to raise funds to go there,
should we not love the heathen of India enough to give of our
substance to help take care of these dear saints after they arrive
there? (Beulah Christian, August, 1897, p. 3.)

Interest in India reached such a peak that the money for
the party was soon raised. Then about November 1, Brother
F. P. Wiley offered to go with the party to India, “pay his
passage and support himself for one year if at the expiration
of that time he became our missionary.” (He later married
Miss Carrie Taylor.) This proposition was accepted; thus,
the entire party of five embarked for India on December 11,
1897. The farewell service for the missionaries was impres-
sive. The departing group stood on the deck and sang to their
friends on the dock a hymn entitled “I Feel the Fire Burning
in My Heart.” Those on the shore answered back by singing
“God Be with You till We Meet Again.”

This event launched the first cargo of missionaries to
sail under the banner of an organization which eventually
became a part of the Church of the Nazarene. Since that
time hundreds of others have sailed either in the air or on
the water. By the kind providences of God, not one has met
death while en route to the land of his first love.

The initial missionary band arrived in Bombay, India,
on January 14, 1898. These five brave soldiers of the Cross
were first confronted with a plague that was raging in Bom-
bay. Then they had to find a place to live and labor. The
area which opened for them to start their missionary work
was Igatpuri, India, a village about ninety miles from Bombay.
The first major chance to serve the Indian people came when
a group of sixteen orphan children, rescued from the famine
district, was turned over to the mission. The missionaries
proceeded to turn this group of unfortunate children into
students. From that time, educational missions have become
an integral part of the missionary program.

The mission at Igatpuri proved too dangerous to the
health of the missionaries, and the weather conditions made
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for her to come to the United States in 1904. She discovered
a group of people in Portland, Oregon, who would give her
enough money to rent a building and run her school for a
year. Hence, in 1905, the school was opened with sixteen
children enrolled. Assisting her in the work were Mrs.
Avetoom and Rev. P. B. Biswas. The latter was a national
preacher who had been converted under the ministry of Mrs.
Banarjee, and had offered to serve the school if he was needed.

The blessings of the Lord rested upon the institution
from the opening day. However, Mrs. Banarjee was con-
fronted with the problem that she had the promise of support
for only one year. Once more she made her way to this coun-
try, seeking a group to sponsor her work. By providential
guidance she was brought into contact with Dr. P. F. Bresee
and the Church of the Nazarene. When she explained her
program Dr. Bresee recognized that the Lord’s leadings had
planned this contact. The terms of an agreement were worked
out by the Board of Home and Foreign Missions and Mrs.
Sukhoda Banarjee on April 30, 1906. The program worked
out was as follows:

The Board of Home and Foreign Missionaries, in entering upon
this work in India, have assumed the general expense of the
mission; for the coming year, to be something over $2,000. This
includes the return of the two missionaries (Mrs. Banarjee and
Rev. P. B. Biswas) who are now in this country, rent of the
buildings, support of the missionaries, and considerable inci~
dental expenses necessary to the work . .. This whole business
has been like a new revelation and commission from the skies.
Let the Church rejoice, and buckle on the armour afresh (Naza-
rene Messenger, May 10, 1906, pp. 3-4).

The Church of the Nazarene did “buckle on the armour
afresh” for the cause of foreign missions. The churches in-
vited the two missionaries to give their message to the people,
and then raised an offering for the project. Before long, al-
most the entire amount promised for the first year’s expense
had been received. To point up this missionary emphasis,
a pamphlet entitled The Story of Mrs. Sukhoda Banarjee and
Hope School was printed and circulated. Also, each copy of
the Nazarene Messenger had some information which pub-
licized the India project.

The Nazarene Hope School in India became the nucleus
around which the Eastern India District was formed. Soon
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CHAPTER 1I

OUR WORK IN INDIA

ConNsoLIDATING THE TERRITORY IN INpIA (1908-31)

Most of the early groups that joined together to form the
Church of the Nazarene had some type of work among the
teeming millions of India. Eventually, it became evident
that the most effective work could be done if the field of
labor was concentrated in one area. Several steps were taken
to make this possible. This process of consolidation was com-
pleted in 1931. A survey of the fields will point up the
significance of this vital date in the history of Nazarene
missions in India.

Western India (1908-31)

1. Igatpuri Area—The original station at Igatpuri, near
Bombay (see page 16, Chapter 1), played an important role
in this area. Although the mission activities here had been
suspended in 1899, the work was reopened in 1906. Rev. and
Mrs. W. J. Rogers (1906-8) had been sent to occupy the same
buildings in which the first missionaries had started work
eight years previously. The work was again closed in 1911.
Igatpuri was also associated with the name of Mrs. Perry,
who spent many years ministering to the sick of India. She
was ministering to a sick man when her own strength gave
way, and she became a victim of the dreaded disease of
cholera. Her death followed immediately. In 1919, her body
was committed to the soil of Igatpuri.

2. Khardi Area—This field was located a few miles north
and east of Bombay. It was originally opened by the Pente-
costal Mission in 1903. Two main stations were developed
in this section. One was located at Khardi and the other at
Vascind. At the time of the merger of the Pentecostal Mission
with the Church of the Nazarene in 1915, there were six
missionaries on this field: Rev. and Mrs. R. G. Codding (1915-
26), Miss Eva Carpenter (1915-20), Miss Bertha Davis (1915-
16), Miss Olive Graham (1915-18), and Miss Jessie Basford
(1912-20),

22







2. Kishorganj Area—This section of India is located about
three hundred miles northeast of Calcutta. The work was
first opened here by Miss Myrtle Mangum (1912-17) (later
Mrs. R. H. White) and Miss Lela Hargrove. They had been
sent to assist in the work at Hope School in 1912. However,
they were soon searching for a more suitable place to do
intensive evangelistic work. A tribe of nomadic Garos living
in the hills in the Kishorganj region seemed to present the
type of challenge they were trying to find. A small group of
Christians had already been carved out of this tribe, and
it looked as if the whole native community would furnish a
fertile field for evangelistic endeavor. These dauntless women
anxious to pioneer a new area trekked this three hundred
miles and settled down to promote the interests of the Lord.

Two years later, in 1914, the original two missionaries in
this region were heartened by the arrival of two additional
missionaries. The two coming to double the missionary staff
were the Grebe sisters, Miss Hulda and Miss Leoda (1913-
20).

These efficient missionaries soon won the good will of
both the natives and the government authorities. The oppor-
tunity presented here became so attractive that it was decided
to move all our work from Calcutta to the open door of
Kishorganj in 1919.

In keeping with this policy, the missionaries in Calecutta
moved to the new headquarters for the work in eastern India.
During the next two years a host of first-term missionaries
were assigned to this region. This contingent of reinforce-
ments included: Rev. and Mrs. A. H. Kauffman (1919-22);
Miss Agnes Gardner (1919-25 and 1937-42); Rev. F. E. Black-
man (1920-23) and Mrs. F. E. Blackman (1920-53); Miss
Ruth Williams (Crooks) (1920-25); Miss Lou Jane Hatch
(1920-25); and Nellie Ellison (Mayhew) (1921-37).

This larger staff of missionaries operating from the Kis-
horganj base attracted the attention of the natives. One of
the ministers was singled out for a special honor by the
natives. Rev. George Franklin received an appointment to
the position of honorable magistrate. This office afforded
him a chance to make valuable contacts with influential peo-
ple in the district.
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Late in 1908, the new missionaries knocked at Rev.
Leighton Tracy’s door. Imagine Mr. Tracy’s surprise when
he discovered that Mr. Campbell and his band had come to
become a permanent part of missionary personnel in Central
India. Mr. Tracy wrote:

I will never forget the thrill of surprise and joy when Mr. Camp-
bell appeared at the door announcing that there were three more
besides him. We thought no new missionaries were coming from
home or could come for some years; but here were four right
at our door. If ever missionaries were dropped right down from
the skies to help those who needed encouragement and to help
push the battle for souls, these four were (P. L. Beals, India’s
Open Door, p. 132).

Soon after the arrival of the new recruits, the first united
council of the Church of the Nazarene was held in India
with Mr. Tracy presiding. Rev. R. G. Codding was elected as
superintendent of the newly combined field. Later Mr. Tracy
became superintendent and served continuously in this capac-
ity until 1920.

3. Turn for the Better (1909)—About 1909, the situation
in Central India took a turn for the better. The inspiration of
new missionaries was soon counterbalanced by the despera-
tion of battling the dreaded disease of typhoid, which had
seized the body of Mr. Tracy. It was a foregone conclusion
that this disease was fatal to anyone in this area. With limited
medical supplies and inadequate means of sanitation, it looked
as if Mr. Tracy’s case would follow the pattern of everybody
else so stricken. Mr. Tracy lay at the point of death for weeks.
All hope for recovery was abandoned. But intercessory prayer
was offered for this faithful warrior almost day and night.
This volume of prayer changed the situation for the better.
As a result, the government doctor in charge of the case,
the people of the town who knew about the illness, and the
missionaries all agreed that a miracle had been performed.
The saying was noised abroad that the God who answers
by healing must be the true and living God.

This is evidenced by the fact that three years afterward a
Parsee lawyer at the point of death called for Mr. Fritzlan
and Mr, Campbell to pray for him. The lawyer said, “I want
you to offer the same prayer that was used to heal Mr. Tracy.”

Another turn for the better at this time was the remark-
able conversion of an outcaste man by the name of Babaji
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A SEeLF-GoOVERNING DisTrICT (1937— )

The Assembly of 1937—The ultimate goal of missionary
endeavor is the organization of an indigenous church. It is
a long road between penetrating a non-Christian field with
the light of the gospel and bringing it to the point where the
administration of the mission field can be turned over to
Christian nationals. Such a transition requires an endless
amount of patience, discipline, indoctrination, and close super-
vision. As a tribute to the success of our missionaries in
India, it appeared that this eventful step was ready to be
taken in 1937. The missionary staff was not willing to trust
its own judgment in the matter, so General Superintendent
J. B. Chapman was called upon to give counsel regarding the
final settlement of the matter. He and Mrs. Chapman, and
their two sons, Harold and Paul, arrived at the India field on
October 9, 1937.

Dr. Chapman proceeded immediately to visit the churches,
talk with national pastors and workers, and gather informa-
tion that would shed light on the momentous decision that
would carry such weight in determining the future of the
work. After spending six weeks of investigation, Dr. Chapman
was convinced of the procedure to follow. On November 24,
1937, the representatives of the Nazarene church in India
convened for the Fifth Annual District Meeting. One of the
first items of business was the recommendation of Dr. Chap-
man regarding self-government.

As chairman of the meeting, he announced: “On behalf
of the Board of General Superintendents and the home church,
I hereby declare this to be the First Annual District Assembly
of the Church of the Nazarene in India.” Henceforth, the
work in this area has been known as the India District of
the Church of the Nazarene.

This development meant that the major offices of the
church in India would be under the direction of national
leadership, with the missionaries serving in an advisory
capacity.

The local churches could now call their own pastors, elect
their own delegates to the District Assembly, and elect their
own district officers, including the district superintendent.
As a district organization there would be a District N.Y.P.S.
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maneuver so frightened the Japanese that their fleet which
was in the Bay of Bengal was ordered to move to home
waters. By the time the Japanese fleet returned, the Indians
and the British had developed defenses strong enough to
repulse any invasions attempted by the Japanese.

The war, however, forced the missionaries to make many
adjustments. Dr. Evelyn Witthoff (1947— ) and Miss
Geraldine Chappell (1946— ) were interned in a Japanese
concentration camp at Santo Tomas in the Philippines from
1942 until the close of the war. They were due to arrive in
India by January, 1942, but interruption of their journey by
the Japanese delayed their arrival in India until 1946. During
their internment, they suffered extreme forms of punishment,
including hunger and mental torture. They witnessed the
death of many fellow prisoners, and many times it locked
as if the end had come for them; but by divine providence
they were spared, and now serve the people whom they love
better than their own lives.

Under the pressure of wartime emergencies, the mission-
ary staff was gradually reduced in the light of the warnings
issued by the American consular general. Eventually, we
had only four missionaries on the field. These were Rev. and
Mrs. P. L. Beals and Rev. and Mrs. L. C. Fritzlan. Rev. P. L.
Beals served as Mission Council chairman, and Rev. L. C.
Fritzlan supervised the educational work and served as mis-
sion treasurer. Through many anxious moments this group
discovered anew that the Lord was able to give special assis-
tance when we serve Him beyond the line of duty.

Reinforcements for the Postwar Era—As soon as the
embargo on passenger transportation was lifted, the flow of
missionaries back to the field started. At first, only those
without children were allowed to travel; but when all restric-
tions were removed, the return of missionaries to the field was
accelerated. Among the new missionaries assigned to the
India field about this time were: Rev. and Mrs. Bronell
Greer (1944— ); Miss Jean Darling (1945— ); Miss Ruth
Freeman (1945-51); Rev. and Mrs. G. W. Franklin (1946-52);
Rev. and Mrs. Earl Lee (1946— ); Miss Geraldine Chappell
(1946— ); and Miss Agnes Willox (1946— ). Before the
end of 1946, the total missionary personnel in India reached
an all-time high of twenty-two. The large and efficient staff
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aries since 1932. A valuable addition to this method of spread-
ing the gospel was the opening of a new camp site near
Chikhli in 1952. The money for purchasing ground for this
camp was furnished by Dr. and Mrs. G. B. Williamson. Both
of them visited the India field in the early part of 1951 as a
part of their six months’ tour around the world. They col-
laborated in producing an outstanding book regarding the
missionary work in India under the title of Yesu Masiki Jay.
The royalty from this publication has been dedicated to for-
ward our work in India, particularly the development of this
new campground near Chikhli. They not only helped the
homeland secure a vivid insight into the field at the heart
of India, but they made an eternal investment in the heart
of the Indians by this generous gift.

Reynolds Memorial Hospital Enlarged—The need of a
men’s section for the hospital in Basim became more evident
from time to time. This situation was squarely faced in a
jubilee service at Kansas City First Church on a Sunday
morning in 1951, when $15,000.00 was pledged for this project.
A twenty-five-bed surgical ward has been constructed to
house the new development. In 1952, Dr. Ira Cox was ap-
pointed to supervise the medical activities of this new men’s
section of the hospital. Dr. and Mrs. Cox (1952— ) studied
the language, and they are ready to begin on the ministry
of alleviating the sufferings of those whom they deeply desire
to serve.

Historic Revival Season—At the Workers’ Conference
in August, 1954, an unforgettable visitation of the Holy Spirit
was experienced by our missionaries and national workers.
Since the first of the year, many had been praying and fast-
ing for a sweeping revival that would be felt throughout the
length and breadth of cur mission field. This faithful period
of self-sacrifice was gloriously climaxed when the Holy Spirit
came upon the Workers’ Conference in flood-tide proportions.
Those present found themselves overwhelmed by the mighty
power of the Spirit of God. The workers were caught away
in the Spirit to the extent that the clock was forgotten, and
one service would not end before it was time for the next
scheduled service to begin. Almost around the clock there
were praying, rejoicing, exhorting, testifying, and the bringing
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High Lights of Educational Missions—

1. The first mission school was a combination orphanage
and dairy farm in Buldana, established in 1899. This original
work was closed in 1906.

2. A district boys’ school was established in Buldana in
1919, and continued until 1945, when it merged with the
school at Chikhli.

3. A distriet girls’ school was started in 1932 at Chikhli.
This was continued until 1945, when it became a coeducational
institution.

4. A Bible training school was founded as early as 1927.
It was moved from place to place until a permanent home
was secured in 1935 at Basim. At present Rev. John McKay
has charge of it, and the enrollment is twenty-four.

5. The Nazarene Coeducational Christian School was
formed at Chikhli in 1945. At this school classes for grades
one through nine are conducted. The enrollment of the school
is about three hundred.

6. A Nurses’ Training School was started in 1947 in con-
nection with the Reynolds Memorial Hospital in Basim. At
present ten student nurses are enrolled for training.

7. A Junior Bible School was organized in 1945 near
Buldana. The type of training offered is designed to improve
and encourage lay leadership in village churches. About ten
persons are enrolled in this school at present.

8. Three day schools have been operating since 1949.
These were established to make Christian education avail-
able to those who were not able to be admitted to the board-
ing school. The present enrollment in these schools is about
one hundred.

High Lights of Medical Missions—

1. Mrs. M. D. Wood was a trained nurse and when she
moved to Buldana, 1899, she did extensive dispensary work.
This type of medical endeavor was followed up by Mrs.
Ella Perry and Miss Julia Gibson.

2. The major development in medical missions was the
opening of the Reynolds Memorial Hospital at Basim in June,
1938.
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3. Enough books have been translated to establish a
regular course of study for ministers. This book list includes:
Holiness Manual, by Watson; Wholly Sanctified, by J. O.
McClurkan; Christian’s Secret of a Happy Life, by Smith;
Helps to Holiness and Theological Compend, by Ellyson; Holi-
ness Triumphant, by Chapman; and Manual of the Church of
the Nazarene. An average of one new book each two years
is being translated and printed in the Marathi language.

4. The Nazarene Evangel, a monthly devotional paper for
the Indian Christians, was started in 1935. It is still being
published.

5. A special magazine designed to aid the Christian work-
ers, entitled the Preacher’s Magazine, was started about 1946
with Rev. Bronell Greer as editor. This magazine is pub-
lished each two months. It features articles written by the
missionaries and Indian preachers.

6. The missionaries and national workers are constantly
engaged in distributing Bible portions, Testaments, Bibles,
and tracts. About twenty-five thousand pieces of literature
are put in circulation each year through these efforts.

Memorial Honor Roll—The following missionaries have
made the supreme sacrifice and their bodies have been planted
in India’s soil. May the fragrance of their example cause the
seed now falling in Indian hearts to spring up unto a great
harvest.

1. In 1919, Mrs. Ella Perry, mother of Mrs. L. S. Tracy,
died of cholera at Khardi, and was buried at Igatpuri.
2. In 1921, Miss Viola Willison was stricken with malig-

nant malaria while at Murbad, and died before her work was
hardly begun.

3. In 1930, Miss Eltie Muse was stricken by confluent
smallpox while preaching to the people near Murbad.

4. In 1935, Mrs. May Tidwell McKay was killed in an
automobile accident on the road between Buldana and Basim.

5. This list would not be complete without mentioning
the three small mounds in the Buldana cemetery marking
the graves of the deceased children of missionaries. The names
on these markers are: Marvin Arnold Campbell, age four
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CHAPTER III
OUR WORK IN JAPAN

STRIVING FOR A FoormorLp (1908-14)

From Tokyo to Kyoto—Although these two leading cities
of Japan have the same letters, still there are many differences
between them. Tokyo is the new capital of Japan and there-
fore much more famous. Kyoto is the old capital of Japan
and is located about three hundred miles southwest of Tokyo.
The first attempts to establish work in Japan had been under-
taken by Miss Lulu Williams (1905-19) and Miss Lillian Pool
(1905-16) under the auspices of the Holiness Church of Christ.
Their initial work had been in the neighborhood of Tokyo,
but at the time of union between the Holiness Church of
Christ and the Church of the Nazarene (1908) they had
started laboring in the Kyoto area.

Anyone observing the situation in Japan at this time
would have been impressed with the unlimited opportunities
which the Kingdom of the Rising Sun presented. For the
nationals of Nippon were eager to contact anyone from the
Western world. Recently it had dawned upon the conscious-
ness of the Japanese that if they were going to become a
world power they must learn everything possible from the
Western world. The Nipponese were ready to be taught
everything that the English-speaking world had to offer,
particularly the English language. Therefore, all the mis-
sionaries had to do to get an audience was to announce that
classes in English would be taught daily and without charge.
This gesture won the attention and affection of the nationals.
At the same time the missionaries would always throw in
something spiritual to remind the nationals of the claims of
Christ upon their lives.

With this magnificent challenge before the Church of
the Nazarene, still the work was extremely slow in becom-
ing established. Some of the problems can be envisioned by
looking at the following incidents. By 1910, the two pioneer
missionaries, Miss Pool and Miss Williams, were due a fur-
lough. To carry on the work during their absence, four new
missionaries were sent to the field. These new recruits in-
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ning to return to America on the honeymoon. His conversa-
tional ability about his travels won him a sweetheart from an
influential family. This courtship culminated in marriage.
But the honeymoon to America did not materialize.

During the time that Isayama was back in Japan, he
had kept in close contact with Rev. W. A. Eckel and other
missionaries, and had taken an active part in religious services.
Now that he was married and about to sail for America, the
missionaries started showing him the advantages of remain-
ing in Japan and doing Christian work in his homeland. He
soon sensed that the Lord was leading him in this direction,
and he attached himself to the mission program in 1916. Out
of this decision has come one of the most vital influences in
shaping the destiny of our church in Japan.

Opening the Work in Kumamoto—As soon as Mr. and
Mrs. Staples and Rev. Hiroshi Kitagawa arrived in Japan in
1915, they made their way to Kumamoto, the place where
Mr. Kitagawa was born and reared. This is located in the
southern part of Japan, and it is the area which Dr. Reynolds
singled out as the next region for development. The efforts
of Sister Staples and her convert were so successful that
within four months everything was prepared for organizing
the new Christians into a church. Rev. L. H. Humphrey, the
superintendent of the field, was invited to come to Kumamoto
to form a regular church. When he gave the invitation for
charter members to come forward, eighteen persons responded.
This became a historical landmark, for it was the first Naza-
rene church organized on Japanese soil.

Beginning in Other Areas—In 1917 work was started
in Okayama under the direction of Rev. and Mrs. P. C.
Thatcher. They had pursued an intensive language program
and then moved into this new section to open a mission
station. They found a building that had formerly been used
as a liquor store and rented it for propagating the Holy Spirit
rather than unholy spirits. The Lord demonstrated His favor
upon their project by giving them eighty seekers in the first
service.

In 1918 Rev. and Mrs. W. A. Eckel and Rev. Nobumi
Isayama were guided by the Lord to start a mission station
at the southern tip of Japan in the city of Kure. A large

25






churches as possible. Also, there would be an annual as-
sembly when the missionaries and nationals would come to-
gether to make reports and lay plans for the future. In order
to assure the Japanese that the home board had complete con-
fidence in their ability and efficiency, a Japanese was ap-
pointed to serve as district superintendent. The person singled
out for this honor was Rev. J. I. Nagamatsu, who had been
the first national worker on the field. His term of service
was interrupted by his return to the United States. His
successor was Rev. H. Kitagawa, and he continued to serve
in this capacity during the next ten years. This advance
step proved to be a wholesome development for all persons
concerned. The missionaries and nationals have forged ahead
through many problems because they worked as a team in
promoting the interests of the Kingdom.

A cross section of the work in 1919 shows that there
were ten fully organized churches and about six hundred
members. With this nucleus the church in Japan started
making its influence felt in many areas.

Bible School Moved to Kyoto—With interest in the Bible
school training mounting, Rev. H. Kitagawa, the director of
the school, recognized the necessity of moving the school to
a central location. Since Kyoto was near the center of Naza-
rene activities in Japan, it was decided that this would be
the strategic place for the Bible school to operate. Therefore,
in 1921, the school was transferred to Kyoto and became a
part of the Honmachi Church of the Nazarene, located in
Kyoto, Japan.

Features Developed in the Churches—The churches be-
came more and more aware of the responsibility thrust upon
them by the organization of a mission district in 1919. In
the light of this development, they assured the missionaries
that they wanted to incorporate into their organization all
of the features which characterized the home church.

Each church soon indicated an interest in having a local
Woman's Foreign Missionary Society. Each wanted to start
a Sunday school. The Japanese Nazarenes also saw the ad-
vantage of setting up a zone plan and promoting closer co-
operation by having zone rallies.

They coined a new word to describe their interest in
evangelistic campaigns. They had heard of revivals and were
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their intention of becoming self-supporting, and since there
was a highly trained staff of native workers, it seemed advis-
able to urge upon the Japanese churches a large measure of
self-government. With all signs pointing in this direction,
1935 was also the year that Dr. J. B. Chapman, representing
the Board of General Superintendents, was asked to visit
the Japanese field.

In preparation for his coming, each local church was
asked to elect delegates to the District Assembly. These
delegates, along with the native preachers who would be
ex-officio members of the assembly, assembled with Dr. Chap-
man as the presiding officer.

When the roll was taken, it was found that there were
131 members of the assembly. In the opening session, Dr.
Chapman declared this gathering to be the First District
Assembly of the Church of the Nazarene in Japan. From
this point on, the Japanese were to assume responsibility
for transacting the business of the assembly, elect a district
superintendent, recommend candidates for elders’ orders,
and take full charge of running the affairs of the mission
district.

As the business of the assembly was transacted, it soon
became evident that a special order of importance would be
the election of a native worker as district superintendent. This
distinction was bestowed upon Rev. Shiro Kitagawa, who
was elected to this office.

Another significant item was the ordination service. A
total of fifteen candidates were recommended to the assembly
for ordination by the Committee on Orders and Relations.
However, before the actual moment of having the hands of
the general superintendent set them apart as elders, six of
the ministers voluntarily confessed their feeling of insuf-
ficiency in accepting this high honor. The other nine, after
a careful examination of their own spiritual and mental
qualifications, solemnly accepted their charge as God’s chosen
servants.

The self-governing district was given the name of Kwansai
District.

Missionary Personnel Arriving During This Period—
Those added to the missionary staff during the time covered
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To take care of the growing demand for training the
nationals who were divinely commissioned as ministers, a
Bible training school was started in November, 1938. This
was operated in connection with the Shimokitazawa Church
of the Nazarene in the vicinity of Tokyo.

One thing stood in the way of the rapidly marching prog-
ress of the holiness forces; that was the nationalistic and
militaristic spirit that was filtering through the whole gamut
of Japanese life. First the invasion of China in 1938, then
the catastrophe of Pearl Harbor and World War II in 1941,
converted the nation into a war machine rather than a har-
vest field for the gospel.

Regimentation of the Churches During War Emergen-
cies—Many directives in the form of government orders
started falling into the hands of all foreigners, particularly
those who were connected with the Christian Church and
thus were considered antagonistic to Shintoism, the national
religion of Japan. The first ill omen that indicated that dif-
ficult days for the church were ahead was the notification
that all churches should be registered with the minister of
education. Then came the order that the thirteen sects of
Shinto should select one person, the sixty-four sects of Bud-
dhism should select one person, and the forty-five Christian
denominations should select one person to represent religious
interests in councils of government. This meant that soon
the war lords would be dictating to each representative
what could be taught and what could be preached; and if
those under the representative did not comply, then punish-
ment would follow.

Foreign Christian workers were spied upon, shadowed,
and placed under constant surveillance. Plain-clothes men
lurked at every turn to make sure that the missionaries
preached the proper sermon and prayed the right kind of
prayer.

As the pressure became more intense, one after another
of the missionaries became aware of the fact that the only
security was to escape from Japan if a chance were offered.
One day in Tokyo a friend of Dr. Eckel, who knew what was
in the making, whispered to Dr. Eckel these words: “You
know, Missionary, I'm your friend; what I tell you, repeat
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this spread would forfeit its property and right to conduct
services.

The scramble for these limited and precious numbers
was already under way when Brother Kitagawa and Brother
Isayama docked in the Japanese port. For instance, the Pres-
byterian church was known now as No. I; the Methodist
church as No. II; the Congregational church as No. III; the
Baptist church as No. IV; the Lutheran church as No. V; the
Oriental Missionary Society as No. VI; the Japanese Evan-
gelistic Band as No. VII. The numbers were going fast and,
when inventory was taken, it was found that several of the
holiness denominations, including the Church of the Nazarene,
did not have enough members to secure a number if each
group applied separately.

In the absence of Messrs. Isayama and Kitagawa, sev-
eral of the leaders in other holiness bodies had discussed
the matter and decided that the only safe procedure was
to have all holiness denominations join together and make
a single application. The urgency of action was so acute
that Bishop Tsuchiyama, of the Free Methodist church, rushed
aboard the ship as soon as the gangplank was lowered. He
went immediately to the two Nazarene leaders and presented
the facts of the emergency. The latter indicated their readiness
to have a conference on the matter.

Four holiness groups had representatives at the meeting.
The following were included: Scandinavian Missionary Alli-
ance Church, World Missionary Society Division in Tokyo,
the Free Methodist church, and the Church of the Nazarene.
After an all-night session the representatives agreed on a
plan that would unite the four holiness bodies, and also
qualify them to apply for a number from the government.

They had acted in time, and when the application was
processed the holiness groups were known as No. VIII. The
progress of amalgamation included the following changes: (1)
Bishop Tsuchiyama was selected to act as moderator of the
united group; (2) Rev. Hiroshi Kitagawa was to serve as
supervisor of all schools and training activities; (3) a single
paper was to be the official organ of the four bodies, and it
was called Saika. (Sai literally means “holiness,” and ka is
translated “completion of the act.”)
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few months he gave himself unrelentingly both to his impor-
tant government job and to the work of missions.

Lieutenant Doyle Shepherd (1948— ) became so con-
cerned about the needs of Japan and so impressed with the
opportunities afforded in this new republic that he offered
his services as a missionary. The General Board accepted
his application, and he and his family went to Japan in 1948,
where they have given a full term of service. They fur-

loughed home in June, 1954, and plan to return to Japan in
1955.

Preparation for Forward Movement in Japan—As the
General Board became impressed with the brilliant future
which the Japanese field evidenced, a decision was reached
that Dr. W. A. Eckel should return and supervise the work
of rehabilitation. He resigned his position as district superin-
tendent of the Rocky Mountain District and set sail for Japan
in January, 1947. His first impression of the thriving field
that he had left prior to war was depressing because so much
had been destroyed by Allied bombing. But he called a meet-
ing of the national pastors, and he sensed that they were
optimistic and had a mind to build. From that moment the
outlook became more and more encouraging. By January,
1948, the future appeared so freighted with possibilities that
Dr. Eckel was back in the United States to unfold his vision
for the work in Japan to the General Board.

He described the challenge of Japan in such glowing
terms that the General Board sensed the urgency and sent
top church officials to take inventory of the prospects. These
officials were authorized to investigate the immediate possi-
bilities of the field and determine what amount we should
plan to spend in our postwar missionary program for Japan.
The persons selected for this special mission were Dr. Hardy
C. Powers (general superintendent) and Dr. John Stockton
(general treasurer of the Church of the Nazarene). They
were privileged to have personal conferences with many high
officials in the government, including General MacArthur.
Their report confirmed many of the items already cited by
Dr. Eckel, and the church was ready to launch upon a new
scale of expansion for the Japanese field.
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New Missionary Personnel—Among those who have re-
cently gone to Japan as missionaries are the following: Rev.

and Mrs. Hubert Helling (1952— ); and Rev. and Mrs. Bartlett
McKay (1954— ).

Hica LicHTs AND SUMMARY

Memorial Honor Roll—At the head of this list is the name
of Mrs. W. A. Eckel. Her demise occurred in the spring of
1952. The finest tribute that could be paid her was written
by her husband. His word picture relating to this matter is
as follows:

The words died on her lips as she slipped away, dropping her
hand across her chest and closing her eyes, and her earthly bat-
tles were over. She laid down her cross. The army offered to
do the unusual. They said they would embalm the body and
ship it to Tokyo. They would place it in one of their steel
caskets and deliver it wherever we desired—America if we
wished. They treated her as though she had died on the battle-
field, as indeed she had. Her remains were placed in the long
line of soldiers from Korea who had made the supreme sacri-
fice. As they were—so was she—covered by the Stars and
Stripes, then placed in a soldier’s casket and given a soldier’s
burial. If these experiences can be beautiful, this was so. This
year is our 40th anniversary for the Church of the Nazarene
in Japan. She had wondered what contribution she could make
that would be unusual this year—she made that unusual con-
tribution (letter of Dr. W. A. Eckel to one of his friends, dated
July 29, 1952).

Publications—Since 1914, there has been a religious
journal published by the Nazarene Japanese to place fine
Christian literature in the hands of those interested in be-
coming followers of Christ. At first the periodical was called
Tengoku no Michi (“The Way to Heaven”), but now it is
called Kiyoki Kichi (“The Way of Holiness”). At present
this periodical has a circulation of seven thousand copies.

Immediately following the war, the need of a monthly
newssheet to give publicity to events happening in the
Japanese Nazarene churches became apparent. The solution
was forthcoming when the District Assembly voted to publish
a monthly news bulletin. The title given it was Nazarene
Shinpo (“Nazarene News”).

Final Word About Japan—

1. The organized churches of the Nazarene in Japan now
number forty-five. In addition, there are thirty-seven places
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China, and Miss Mary E. Pannell (1925-41) was sent from
America.

The list of missionaries varied from time to time because
furloughs necessitated changes. But the all-time record of
missionaries resident in China was reached in 1924, when
there were twenty-three missionaries in the council meeting.

Developing New Mission Stations—The mission center in
Chaocheng still needed enlarging. The situation was partially
relieved in 1919 by the construction of a missionary home
known as the Fraley Memorial Home. The gift was made by
Mrs. Lizzie Fraley in memory of her husband, who was a
member of First Church, Los Angeles, California. Soon a
building to house the day school was constructed. The equip-
ment needed in Chaocheng was adequately met in 1922 when
a church building, with a seating capacity of over eight
hundred, was erected.

With Chaocheng as the hub, evangelistic parties were
sent in all directions to win converts in the surrounding areas.
By 1919, through the efforts of a national worker named
Chang Hua Hua, an entire village turned to Christ, its idols
were destroyed, and it became known as the “Christian Vil-
lage.” At the same time, two other villages showed sufficient
interest that a house was procured in each, and a national
preacher stationed there.

With the arrival of several new missionaries, it became
evident that the time was ripe for launching an aggressive
evangelistic campaign. When the Osborns arrived in 1919, they
were put in charge of the main station at Chaocheng, and the
Kiehns moved to Tamingfu (or Taming) to pioneer the work
in a new field. This city was about forty miles from Caocheng
and had a population of forty thousand inside the city wall,
an additional thirty thousand in the four suburbs clustered at
the entrances of the four city gates, and about thirteen hundred
villages in the country. Although the Kiehns started out in
rented quarters, they visualized a marvelous future for the
new work. In keeping with this vision, the next year Mr.
Kiehn negotiated the purchase of a twenty-acre plot in the
north suburb of the city. This site was enclosed with a brick
and adobe wall, ten feet high. The first task was to provide a
building for the church services. Soon a tabernacle that would
seat one thousand was erected. This well-protected area was
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publication aided in tying the Chinese and home fields to-
gether.

Advances in Medical Missions—One of the constant needs
in China is medical aid. The missionaries recognized this
acute problem and made plans to remedy the situation. The
first step was the opening of a dispensary at Taming on Sep-
tember 10, 1921, under the direction of Dr. R. G. Fitz. He
gave the following report to the Mission Council two months
later:

In the two months that have passed since the opening of the
dispensary, there have been 415 patients registered for treatment,
1,081 treatments given, 16 operations performed, 3 of which
were general anestheticc No treatments were given without
instruction in the doctrine. We have seen 7 professions in the
dispensary, and others who have heard the gospel before re-
pented afterward in the chapel. Many patients came from
faraway villages who would not otherwise come in contact with
Christianity.

This two-month survey reveals the unlimited opportu-
nities wrapped up in medical missions. As this possibility
gradually sifted back to the homeland, Rev. C. J. Kinne became
burdened about establishing a large hospital on the China field.
He wanted to build it as a memorial to Dr. Bresee. His vision
for this type of work became so overwhelming that he decided
to visit China in 1923, to check at firsthand the intricate prob-
lem involved in such a project. He investigated Chinese
hospitals operated by other denominations, computed material
and labor costs, and collected data relating to a building
project of this type.

We went to the homeland to present his findings to all
who might be interested. He had an unusual response to his
appeal; so he returned to China in the fall of 1924, ready to
start construction. An appropriate ground-breaking ceremony
marked the beginning of the excavation for the foundation.
Within a year the main portion of the Bresee Memorial Hos-
pital was built and many of the rooms furnished. Full-scale
hospital activities were started in October, 1925. At that time,
the dispensary was closed, and all medical efforts were con-
centrated in this new center. These facilities afforded a chance
to give special care to thousands of Chinese and at the same
time touch them with the gospel message. The benefits of
this vital medical center were apparent from the moment its
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aries but two should leave the Taming area before the next
day’s bombings started. Even though each missionary hoped
to be one of the two destined to stay behind, the lot fell to
Rev. and Mrs. Harry Wiese. The rest of the missionary staff
in Taming made a hurried trip to the coast, where a safety
area had been established.

Early in 1938, the Japanese ground forces moved into the
vicinity of Taming. This threatened the existence of the mis-
sion station even more. The danger became so great that Mr.
Wiese persuaded his wife and children to flee while he stayed
behind, alone. Reluctantly Mrs. Wiese, for the sake of the
children, followed this advice. Sorrowfully the last missionary
family in this area became separated, and Mr. Wiese stood
singlehanded.

The events which followed demonstrate the heroism which
characterizes one of Christ’s faithful servants. Knowing that
the Japanese would move into the city at any moment,
Brother Wiese fixed a cellar that was beneath his house as
a hiding place for himself and a few of his Chinese Christian
friends. This cellar was stacked with food and equipped with
bedding to take care of an extended period underground if
such should be necessary.

One day the enemy soldiers started battering the outer
wall of the compound. Those inside the wall hurried to their
stronghold. The soldiers finally broke through the protective
wall and started milling around on the compound grounds.
They went to the house where Mr. Wiese lived, fired a few
shots into it, and since no one responded, they passed on.
Eventually Mr. Wiese decided to venture forth and see what
might be happening in the general area of Taming.

As soon as he began this excursion he observed evidences
that the Japanese were in control of the city. Realizing that
he would eventually have to make his presence known, he
boldly went to the military headquarters and introduced
himself to the Japanese officials. He explained his mission
in that area, and through the Lord’s help was able to gain
the confidence of the military officers. They in turn granted
him permission to go ahead with missionary activities.

His first difficulty out of the way, he started serving
the Chinese in many ways. He requested that he be allowed
to bury the bodies of Chinese soldiers who had fallen in
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tween the United States and Japan and that they were under
arrest.

These “faithful five” were interned in the city of Taming
for several months. Rev. L. C. Osborn was considered by the
Japanese as the spokesman of the group, and was placed in
a separate prison from the others. He underwent some tense
moments during the next forty days.

Mr. and Mrs. Osborn and Mr. J. S. Pattee were repatriated
in June, 1942, and were allowed to return home on the first
sailing of the famous war refugee ship, the “Gripsholm.” Mr.
Moses and Miss Scott were kept in Taming until September
of that year and then were transferred to Peking, where they
found welcome refuge and fellowship with other missionaries
in the Oriental Missionary Society compound. They remained
here until March, 1943, when along with all other enemy
nationals they were removed to a large concentration camp
in Weihsien, Shantung.

A small pin point of light broke through this period of
internment when the name of Mr. Moses was called by the
guard one day in September, 1943. He was informed that
he was being repatriated and would be allowed to return on
the second sailing of the “Gripsholm” that would take Ameri-
cans home.

This left Miss Scott as the only missionary representative
of the Church of the Nazarene in China. The long and seem-
ingly unending days dragged on until the unforgettable day
of deliverance came. On August 17, 1945, American para-
troopers were dropped in the area just outside the concentra-
tion camp and liberated the inmates. The thousands of praying
friends of Mary Scott throughout Nazarenedom rejoiced as
information was radioed back to America that this heroic
missionary was safe. In February, 1946, she was once more
on American soil.

The arrival of V-J Day seemed to offer promise that
once more the mission field in China would be ready for
reoccupation. But this flickering light was soon dimmed.

Civil War in China (1946 )—Another setback to the work
in China was the civil war between the Communists and the
Nationalists. This bloody chapter of Chinese history opened
after the cessation of hostilities between the major combat-
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started exploring the possibility of opening a new field. Let-
ters were written to several mission boards who had been
allotted territory in South China. Since this region had not
been molested by the Communists it looked like the logical
place to start a new work. Finally, the missionaries felt guided
of the Lord to write the National Christian Council in Shang-
hai, since one of the functions of this organization was to allot
mission territory. In reply, the Church of the Nazarene was
offered one of several different fields. After prayerful con-
sideration, the area selected was in the Kiangsi Province.

This new field of labor is located about 750 miles south
of the Taming section. The population of the Kiangsi Province
is almost twice that of the old field, numbering approximately
3,500,000. The two main cities in this area are Kian and
Kanhsien, both county seat towns with populations of 90,000
and 60,000 respectively.

With this promising opportunity opened to the Church
of the Nazarene, the General Board immediately outlined
plans which would lay the foundation for advances in the
new field. Several experienced missionaries as well as three
new missionaries were assigned to the challenging call of
pioneering in an undeveloped area. The former group included
Mrs. Wiese and Mrs. Pattee, who joined their husbands in
China, Dr. and Mrs. Fitz, and also Miss Mary Scott. The new
appointees were Rev. and Mrs. Michael Varro (1947-49) and
Miss Ruth Brickman (1947-49).

Developing the Kiangsi Area—As the new field in Kiangsi
Province presented a fresh challenge for our work in China,
the missionary staff decided to concentrate their efforts in
the two major cities, Kian and Kanhsien. Rev. and Mrs. H. A,
Wiese and their assistants directed the missionary affairs in
Kian. They were able to establish some fine contacts, both
with Christians and non-Christians.

Once more the work advanced until there was a demand
for a new Bible training school. The news of this need in-
spired the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society to engage in
a campaign to raise enough money to establish a Fitkin
Memorial Bible School. A goal of $50,000.00 was set by the
W.F.M.S. as the amount to be raised for constructing and
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a sifting time, when some would go and others stay. The first
decision of the group was to have the wives and children of
the missionaries move to safe quarters. Separations between
fathers and families again tested the courage of consecrated
missionaries. Those evacuating to the States in December,
1948, included: Mrs. Varro and the three Varro children;
Mrs. Pattee and daughter Grace; Mrs. Wiese, James, and Lura
Mae; and Guilford Fitz, the eighteen-year-old son of Dr. and
Mrs. Fitz. Those remaining on the field were Dr. and Mrs.
Fitz, Rev. Harry Weise, Rev. Michael Varro, Rev. J. W.
Pattee, Miss Brickman, and Miss Scott.

During the spring of 1949, reports of the war forced
every right-thinking person to realize that it was only a
matter of time before the hundreds of millions in China would
be under the totalitarian control of the Communists. Again
warnings were sent to foreign personnel that, for the sake of
safety, all non-Chinese people should return to their homeland.

The seven Nazarene missionaries did not heed these
emergency calls. These faithful warriors fighting for a spirit-
ual cause preferred to stay with the people they loved. On
May 4, 1949, the missionaries received a cablegram from
the General Board advising them to return to the States.
Reluctantly the missionaries left this promising field. How-
ever, time has proved that the advice of the Chinese Chris-
tians and the General Board was sound and timely.

The escape of the missionaries was freighted with dan-
gers. When they were safely sheltered from Communist
danger, they suddenly realized that disaster was more immi-
nent than they thought. Only two months after the mission-
aries left Kiangsi, the murdering hordes of communism seized
the cities where our mission stations were located. This area
has been held under the iron heel of the Soviet satellites
since that time.

The Bamboo Curtain Is Pulled Down—The Kremlin of
Russia has established an iron curtain around its European
outpost, but it has also pulled down a bamboo curtain around
the Oriental outpost of China. The bamboo curtain eliminates
all contact of the outside world with China, but spiritual
communication systems are still operative. Let us make the
most of our invisible resources.

91














































\\Nw\\ﬁ!@x\ %%%
Souol o OJIX3IW puo
'S'n LSIMHILNOS
ebeiuy evexeq e
ozmﬁuo [
ZN47) @43 2 ou_xmz
pucleyopend
>§£:ch
L)
RNy
0pa407]e 0J1x3 W
234800
Swx3L -
0JIX3NW
EL40H) MIN
nosRMl @
<zw:<§o e
Yppun @
0advnu010)




CHAPTER VII
OUR WORK IN MEXICO

PironEEr MissioNary AcTiviTies (1903-12)

Early Work of Rev. Samuel M. Stafford—The name of
Rev. Samuel M. Stafford (1903-10) is associated with the
initial activity which opened the way for holiness evangelism
in Mexico. He was associated with one of the holiness groups
from Texas which joined with the Church of the Nazarene
in 1908, so his efforts became a part of the history of Nazarene
missions. As early as 1903, Mr. Stafford went to the southern-
most state of Mexico, Chiapas, settled in the important city
of Tonala, and started evangelizing. The response of the
Mexicans to his message was most gratifying. He soon en-
visioned the construction of a building and the establishment
of a permanent church.

The opportunity was of such magnitude that Brother
Stafford immediately asked for recruits. The person accept-
ing this challenge was Rev. Edwin H. Hunt (1903-14). As
soon as the two missionaries were together, they started a
building program. Evidently the Lord was working on both
sides of the border, for a wonderful layman in Donalsonville,
Georgia, felt impressed to donate enough money to build a
church and parsonage. This layman, Mr. T. J. Shingler, was
obedient to the guidance of the Lord, and soon a fine church
and parsonage were erected in a choice location at Tonald.
The project was named the Shingler Mission.

Expanding the Program—After the building activities
were completed, Mr. Hunt continued as pastor for the follow-
ing year, and Mr. Stafford started searching for other open
doors of service. The quest of the latter brought him back
to the United States, where he could secure more reinforce-
ments to match the gigantic challenge of this field.

The appeal of Mr. Stafford had a telling effect. Before
the close of 1906, many new missionaries were on the field
and others were added from time to time. The missionaries
who answered the call to Mexico were: Dr. A. G. Lowe
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tification. This harvest increased steadily until, by December
of 1908, a Church of the Nazarene was organized in Mexico
City with a group of thirty-nine persons as charter members.
This church and Dr. Santin have played an important role
in the development of our mission work in Mexico.

Colonization Project—The dynamic leadership of Rev.
Samuel Stafford has already been demonstrated in the spread
of the mission program in Mexico. By 1910, he had worked
out an elaborate plan which would facilitate the evangelization
of southern Mexico. His idea was to establish a Nazarene
colony, composed of several families. This group was to co-
operate in a farming and stock-raising project which was
expected to bring a huge dividend from the original invest-
ment. At the same time, a hospital, a day school, and a print-
ing plant would be established to promote the general welfare
of the colonists as well as the Mexicans.

During 1910, about thirty people answered his invitation
by moving to the Nazarene colony at Jalisco, Mexico. Among
those associated with the enterprise were the following: Rev.
J. D. Scott, Rev. Dennis Rogers, Rev. W. H. Harmon, and Mr.
D. C. Ball. The latter was a printer and took charge of the
print shop.

The project was plagued by difficulties from the moment
of its inception, until finally changes in the government of
Mexico brought it to an end. The Mexican Revolution broke
out in 1910, and the disturbances accompanying this armed
conflict made it unsafe for foreigners to remain within the
borders of Mexico. Most of the colonists stayed on until
May, 1912, but at that time they boarded a train for the
coast. Traveling was so hazardous that the train made only
twenty miles a day. Finally, the Port of Salina Cruz was
reached, and twenty-seven safe but disappointed colonists
sailed for the homeland.

Pertop oF REapgusTMENT (1912-19)

Legislation Regarding Religion—The revised constitution
promulgated in 1917 provided that no foreign missionaries
could reside in Mexico. The Mexican people were allowed
to follow whatever religion they desired, but they were not
to be influenced in this decision by foreign missionaries.
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upon self-support. The first move in this direction was made
in 1939. At that time, the leaders of the Mexico District
worked out an important plan for helping to finance new
building projects on the district. This plan as adopted by the
General Board included the following provision: in all build-
ing activities the nationals agree to raise an amount equal
to one-half the total construction cost. In other words, for
every dollar that was appropriated from the General Budget
for building purposes, the nationals would raise a peso to go
with it. This arrangement has challenged the Mexicans to
give generously and sacrificially for the building of the
Kingdom in their country.

This concept of self-support has been applied in another
way. The Mexican churches have been encouraged to assume
the responsibility for paying the salary of pastors. This
emphasis has brought results, for, as of 1954, one-fourth of
the pastors in Mexico are paid by the funds raised in their
own churches.

PEeriop or ReEcrouPING (1939-53)

Formation of the Mexico North District—The section of
northern Mexico in the vicinity of Monterrey was not pene-
trated by Nazarene workers until 1939. In that year, a con-
verted insurance executive by the name of Enrique Rosales
moved into this area and started holding services. He had
previously labored among the Mexican people on the Texas
side of the border, but now he was anxious to devote his
time to his own people on the Mexico side. (A full account
of his activity is reported in the next chapter on work among
the border Mexicans.) A year later, he witnessed the organ-
ization of a fine church in Monterrey. This church became
the center of evangelistic endeavors for this region of Mexico.

Branch Sunday schools and branch missions were con-
stantly opened by workers fanning out from Monterrey First
Church. As these branch outlets grew, they soon became
large enough to be organized into new churches. The brilliant
service rendered by the Monterrey First Church has resulted
in the formation of no less than twenty-five other churches.

In 1942, the border work was regrouped in such a way
that the northern part of Mexico was affected. At that time,
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should be divided. At that time two districts were formed.
One was called Mexico Central District and the other was
Mexico Southeast District. Rev. A. H. Santin continued as
superintendent of the former and Rev. David Sol was assigned
to the latter.

In 1947, another regrouping took place. At that time
the two districts were again merged into a single district,
called the Mexico South District. Rev. David Sol was ap-
pointed as superintendent of this group.

By 1952 the work in Mexico had grown to such propor-
tions that it became necessary to regroup the twenty states
into three districts. Accordingly, the Mexico Southeast, the
Mexico Central, and the Mexico North districts were formed
by the General Board. Rev. David Sol became affiliated with
the first as superintendent, Rev. Enrique Rosales as superin-
tendent of the second, and Rev. Carlos Stopani as superin-
tendent of the last.

Co-oPERATIVE ProJecTts (1946-53)

The Department of Spanish Publications—The Spanish-
speaking population of the world is so large that special
projects have been launched which enlist the co-operation of
all Spanish-speaking districts. Through united efforts sev-
eral distinctive advancements have been made. The first
move in this direction was the formation of the Department
of Spanish Publications as a part of the publishing program of
the Nazarene Publishing House and the Department of Foreign
Missions.

In January, 1946, formal authorization of the Department
of Spanish Publications was voted. On July 1, 1946, Rev.
Honorato Reza was appointed as supervisor of this work. An
office was set up in Kansas City, Missouri, and a staff was
selected. By October, 1946, the {first Spanish publication
came off the press. This was El Heraldo de Santidad (‘“The
Herald of Holiness”). By January, 1947, periodicals for
the promotion of Sunday school were circulated. Important
books translated into Spanish have appeared from time to
time. Through the medium of the printed page a gigantic
stride forward has been taken. During 1954, 715,000 pieces of
holiness literature were sent into 24 countries of the world
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publication was Rev. Albino Sosa. This paper highlighted the
work of the Church of the Nazarene among Spanish-speaking
people.

Appointing Missionaries for the Border Mexican Work-—
By 1925, the Mexican work in the border area had made re-
markable advancement. Whereas eight years before the Mexi-
can program had become too large for a local church to handle,
now it was too large for one district to promote properly. This
time an appeal was made to the Department of Foreign Mis-
sions, asking that missionaries and funds be sent to adequately
supervise this work. The Department of Foreign Missions
acted favorably on this petition.

Formation into a Foreign Mission District—The first step
taken by the Foreign Missions Department was to appoint a
missionary couple, Rev. and Mrs. E. Y. Davis (1925-45), to
supervise the work. They started their service in 1925, and
in 1930 the border Mexican work was formed into a regular
foreign missions district with Rev. E. Y. Davis designated as
district superintendent. At that time there were five organ-
ized churches. The territory comprising the district included
both sides of the border between the United States and Mexico
extending from the Gulf of Mexico to the Pacific.

Major Developments in Eastern Section of District—The
most important development during the decade from 1930 to
1940 occurred in the eastern section of the district. Though
fifteen hundred miles removed from the headquarters of the
district, the activities of workers in San Antonio, Texas, and
Monterrey, Mexico, gained special attention.

The first activity among the Mexicans in this region
was sponsored by the Hatfield Memorial Church of the Naza-
rene in San Antonio. The pastors of this church had taken
an interest in the vast Mexican population of their city, and
as early as 1928 had started a mission for this racial group.
Miss Ostrom devoted her time to the promotion of the mission.

In 1933, Enrique Rosales, one of the most effective na-
tional workers among the Mexican people, became associated
with Miss Ostrom in the mission program. He had been a
successful insurance executive prior to his conversion. When
he came into vital contact with Christ, he set aside his am-
bitions for a business career and devoted himself to the
ministry.
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Rosales served as assistant superintendent, concentrating his
efforts on the Mexican side of the district.

Revising the District Boundary—The work on both sides
of the border grew at an astonishing rate. In 1943, on the
Texas side of the district new churches were started in San
Benito, Mercedes, Brownsville, Fort Worth, and Carrizo
Springs. On the Mexico side of the district, the same thing
was happening. New mission stations were being opened and
the membership was increasing at the rate of about three
hundred per year. These advances indicated that a divison
of the San Antonio-Monterrey District would be justified.

Events leading to this division reached a climax in 1945,
In that year, Rev. Ira True was appointed superintendent of
the Southwest Mexican District on the retirement of Rev.
E. Y. Davis from active service. At that time, Rev. Enrique
Rosales was asked to serve as superintendent of the San
Antonio-Monterrey District. Since his major interest was on
the Mexico side, and since the work had developed so rapidly
on both sides of the border, the leaders decided to divide the
district. Therefore, in 1946, the American side of the district
was designated as the Texas-Mexican District and the Mexico
side became known as the Mexico North District. Rev. Fred
Reedy was selected as superintendent of the Texas-Mexican
District, and Rev. Enrique Rosales was appointed superinten-
dent of the Mexico North District. (Later this district bound-
ary was extended southward to include the area around
Guadalajara.)

THE TExas-Mexican District (1946— )

Starting Annual Workers’ Institute—The need of welding
the newly formed district into a functioning unit became
apparent. Therefore, in the fall of 1946 a Workers’ Institute
was held. All the workers connected with the Texas-Mexican
District were invited to meet for these special periods of
study and inspiration. The mornings and afternoons were
devoted to doctrinal and Biblical studies. The evenings
were evangelistic with a special speaker, usually someone
from off the district, bringing the messages. The program
in each Institute embraced a four-day period. This initial
conference was so successful that one has been held on the
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purchase a camp-meeting site and search was begun for a
suitable location. At the District Assembly of 1954 it was
announced that the old Waco Campground was for sale. The
assembly members were so overjoyed about the prospect of
securing this property that they enthusiastically pledged
$1,200.00 more before a vote could be taken authorizing the
purchase. This monetary gesture indicated how the wvote
would go. The transfer of property has been made and a camp
meeting can now be added to the many features which are
sponsored by this growing district.

Location of Mexican Churches in Texas (Excluding El
Paso)—At present there are thirteen Mexican churches in
Texas under the able leadership of Rev. Everette Howard. He
has been superintendent of the work since 1951. (Rev. Fred
Reedy accepted the pastorate of the First Church of the
Nazarene, San Antonio, in 1949. He was succeeded in the
superintendency of the district by Rev. Edward G. Wyman,
who continued in this office until 1951, when he became presi-
dent of the Spanish Bible Institute.) Nazarene Mexican
churches are located in the following towns: Abernathy,
Brownsville, Corpus Christi, Crystal City, Donna, Fort Worth,
Houston, Laredo, Mercedes, San Antonio (three), and San
Benito.

Summary and Conclusion—Working with Rev. and Mrs.
Everette Howard is a staff of fourteen national workers. This
group is operating in thirteen churches and two other places
where regular services are held.

These churches have a membership of 352. Eight of the
churches have N.F.M.S. organizations, and these have 146
members. Six churches have N.Y.P.S. groups, with a total
membership of 110. All of the churches have organized Sunday
schools, and the total enrollment is about eleven hundred.

The Bible school has an enrollment of thirty-one.

The properties used in carrying on our Mexican program
in Texas are valued at $76,500.00.

Reports now indicate that a district-wide revival is be-
ginning among the Mexicans of Texas. With new recruits
being won daily, the Texas-Mexican District is on the verge
of its greatest feast of ingathering. The future should be a
time of bountiful harvest.
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successor and several have served since that time. Rev. Roy
Schurman is the present district president.

In order to complete the organizational program, at the
same assembly a District Church School Board was elected to
promote the interests of the Sunday school throughout the
district. Included in its program was the recommendation
that each Sunday school conduet Christian Service Training
courses and encourage vacation Bible schools. The person
selected to serve as chairman of the District Church School
Board was Rev. Charles Scrivner. He has held that office
until the present.

This extensive organizational program indicated that
the leadership of the district desired to encourage a well-
rounded church pattern.

Dividing the District into Zones—The vast distances from
one end of the Indian district to the other made it impossible
for the Indian Nazarenes to contact each other except at District
Assembly time. This caused each mission station to be isolated
and out of touch with the other Nazarene groups. In order
to overcome this isolation and to promote co-operation between
the various mission stations, in 1947 the district was divided
into three zones. This division encouraged the mission stations
of a given area to come together for rallies and other zone-
wide functions. The following zones were established: the
Eastern Zone is comprised of the missions in Oklahoma; the
Central Zone includes the missions in New Mexico and
the eastern half of Arizona; the Western Zone is composed of
the missions in western Arizona and California.

One of the most important zone functions is the conducting
of a camp meeting. Since the first camp meeting conducted
by Rev. C. B. Jernigan among the Indians, whenever a group
of Nazarene Indians get together they are always anxious to
have a camp meeting. The camp meeting has become an in-
dispensable part of the program for evangelizing the Indians.

Opening the C. Warren Jones Bible Training School—The
need of a Bible training school became more and more im-
perative as the Indian work progressed. As the leaders of
the district started planning for this type of institution, an
unusual opportunity for securing property developed. A 480-
acre tract of land including several buildings was offered to
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El Reno (Cheyennes and Arapahoes); Emerson (Comanches);
Ponca City (Poncas); Watonga (Cheyennes and Arapahoes).
The largest of these churches is at Cache with a member-
ship of 134. The churches in New Mexico and their tribal
connection are as follows: Nazarene Indian Center in Albu-
querque (Navajos, Pueblos, and Apaches); Ramah (Nava-
jos); Training School ten miles from Albuquerque; Twin
Butte, near Gallup (Navajos). The churches in Arizona and
the tribal connection of each are as follows: Chilchinbito
(Navajos); Dilkon (Navajos); Dinnehotso (Navajos); Faith-
Riverside, six miles west of Yuma (Cocopah, Dieguinos, and
Quechans); Goldtooth, twelve miles south of Tuba City, Ari-
ona (Navajos); Lehi (Pimas and Maricopas); Low Mountain
(Navajos); Parker (Mojaves); Poston, fourteen miles south
of Parker (Navajos and Hopis); Somerton (Cocopahs); Tuc-
son (Papagoes); Winslow (Navajos and Lagunas). The
churches in California and the tribes associated with each are
as follows: La Jolla (Mission); Needles (Mojaves); Winter-
haven (Quechans).

The boundary for the North American Indian District is
confined to the four states named above. However, there have
been three Indian churches organized in other parts of the
United States, and they are financed by the district on which
they are located, and given the same status as a home-mission
church. These three churches are located in Poplar, Mon-
tana; Mount Pleasant, Michigan; and Salamanca, New York.

Missionary Personmel—The missionaries who serve on
the North American Indian District have a different status
from that of those who go to the foreign field. One of these
differences is related to appointment. In this case, the mission-
ary is selected by the Indian district superintendent, and ap-
proved by the General Board. Also, the appointment is for
one year and then it is subject to renewal. The missionaries
who were members of the 1954 North American Indian As-
sembly were as follows: Rev. and Mrs. D. Swarth, Rev. and
Mrs. Jack Fowler, Rev. and Mrs. James McNabb, Rev. and
Mrs. Lyle L. Jones, Rev. and Mrs. Gilbert Klineline, Rev.
and Mrs. R. U. Metzger, Rev. and Mrs. H. G. Pearson, Rev. and
Mrs. Roy Schurman, Rev. and Mrs. Charles Scrivner, Rev.
and Mrs. Edward H. Timmer, Rev. and Mrs. William Turner,
Rev. Mrs. Florence Walling, Betty L. Miller, Catherine
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CHAPTER X

OUR WORK IN GUATEMALA

PenTECOSTAL MissioN Work Prior To UNION WITH
THE CHURCH oF THE NAZARENE (1901-15)

Opening Work in Guatemala—The Pentecostal Mission
which was founded by Rev. J. O. McClurkan played an im-
portant role in the history of missions in Guatemala. The
missionary policy of this group was to evangelize the Spanish-
speaking people in Mexico and adjacent countries. Since
Guatemala is Mexico’s neighbor on the south, a major part
of the Pentecostal Mission’s foreign activity was concentrated
there.

The initial attempts to establish the work in the Republic
of Guatemala were freighted with tragedy. As early as 1901
Rev. and Mrs. John Thomas Butler and their daughter Ruth,
and Mrs. Emma Goodwin were assigned missionary tasks in
Guatemala. They first settled in the little village of El Rancho,
which is located about sixty miles northeast of Guatemala
City, the capital of the republic. This was the end of the rail-
road at that time. Before the first year was completed, Mrs.
Butler died of malaria fever; the daughter became stricken
with a tropical disease, and the distraught father decided to
return to the States to save his daughter. Soon after this,
Mrs. Goodwin was seized with ill health, and she was forced
to return to the homeland. Her illness became fatal in a
few months.

Meanwhile, two persons had been sent to Guatemala. They
were Rev. Conway G. Anderson (uncle of Richard S. Ander-
son) and Miss Daisy Ifert. They were soon joined in marriage
and labored in Zacapa, near El Rancho.

Several important changes were in the making. By 1903,
Rev. John Thomas Butler had remarried and was back on
the field. His first stop was at Livingston, a small town
located on Guatemala’s short Atlantic coast line. Here he
labored for a year and had the privilege of seeing a church
organized among the Negroes. This congregation has survived
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was so difficult to read. It was an occasion of great rejoicing
to receive enough to pay off the equipment bill and have
enough left to construct a small print shop.

The size of the former publication was now increased and
a new one was added in 1924, The latter was entitled Rayitos
De Luz (“Sunbeams of Light”) and served the Sunday-school
interests of the mission work.

At the peak of production the press was turning out about
500,000 pages of literature a year. Most of these periodicals
were turned over to the Spanish Publishing Department when
it was organized in Kansas City in 1945.

Starting a Day School for Girls—When Rev. and Mrs.
Richard Anderson returned to Coban in 1910, they were
accompanied by Miss Eula Fay Watson (1910-15), who was
Mrs. Anderson’s sister. The main task assigned to Miss Watson
was to supervise the establishment of a girls’ school. By 1911,
everything was prepared for an official opening of the school
in Coban.

The missionaries were surprised to find the government
officials taking a vital interest in the starting of this new
school. The civil authorities suggested that special ceremonies
would be in order on the opening day. Sure enough the gov-
ernor, flanked by a group of public officers and accompanied
by a band, took part in the pageantry which marked the open-
ing of school.

Two native teachers were on the original teaching staff.
They were “Cristina Ponce and her sister Ophelia, daughters
of a general who for a number of years was governor of the
department. Cristina is still (1951) employed as teacher.”
(Russell and Margaret Anderson Birchard, Richard Simpson
Anderson, p. 55. This is a book-length biography of our pioneer
missionary to Central America.)

The school did not make the progress which was antici-
pated at the time of its opening. But it has survived many
changes and is still operating as a part of the Nazarene mis-
sionary program in Cobén.

The Pentecostal Mission Joins with the Church of the
Nazarene—On February 13, 1915, the Pentecostal Mission was
officially united with the Church of the Nazarene. This merger
included not only the home interests but also the foreign
activities of the Pentecostal Mission. The missionary work in
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CHAPTER XI
OUR WORK IN BRITISH HONDURAS

OreNING THE WORK IN BriTisH Honburas (1930-43)

Location and Population—Contrary to the rest of the
territory of Central America, British Honduras is not a re-
public but a crown colony of Great Britain. It lies northeast
of our work in Guatemala. The northern tip of British Hon-
duras touches Mexico, and the Caribbean Sea laps at its
eastern and southeastern borders. The inhabitants of the
colony number 67,000. Even though the colony belongs to
England, very few Englishmen are there, for the vast majority
of the population are of Spanish, Indian, or African extraction.

Two Nationals Spy Out the Land—There is a common
border between Guatemala and British Honduras located
along the eastern boundary of the department or state of
Petén. The chief city of Petén is Flores, where our mission-
aries had engaged in some evangelistic work. This city is about
sixty miles from the border of British Honduras. Among the
Nazarene converts in Flores were two Mayan Indians who had
a consuming desire to carry the gospel across the border into
British Honduras. This dominating compassion did not mean
getting into a car and driving the sixty miles and passing out
tracts on the street corner. It meant carrying a load of food
supplies on their backs as they cut their way through sixty
miles of virgin jungle, inhabited by poisonous snakes and
wild animals, camping where night overtook them, and drink-
ing water from stagnant and muddy pools.

These two natives desiring to spy out the land and claim
it for the Lord were Teodocio Tesucun and Encarnacion
Banos. They made their initial trip into this new territory in
1930. The first sign of civilization that they found beyond
the matted jungle was the little town of Benque Viejo. Here
they preached, witnessed, and prayed until some active inter-
est was stirred up for the gospel of Christ. The two spies of
the Lord were so impressed with their discovery that they
had to make a report back to the missionaries in Coban,
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of 1947 and the early part of 1948, several churches organized
a local Nazarene Young People’s Society. By March, 1948,
the youth leaders decided it would be advisable to have
representatives from each society to meet and work out plans
for an N.Y.P.S. on the district level. An inventory of the
statistics taken at the District N.Y.P.S. Convention showed
that there were 5 societies, and they had a total membership
of 127. The closing meeting of the convention was designated
as a consecration service. As a challenge was presented for
these young people to dedicate their talents and abilities to
the task of winning their fellow natives, the response was
thrilling to observe. One who was present gave this descrip-
tion of the service:
When the call was given . . . it appeared that almost the whole
group made a forward move. The altar, the front of the platform,
and the aisles were filled with weeping young people, bowing
low at the feet of Jesus. A more beautiful sight has never been
seen by this writer (Cora Walker [MacMillan] How Great Is the
Darkness, p. 146).

In many ways there was a parallel between the develop-
ment of the N.Y.P.S. organization and the W.F.M.S. organiza-
tion. For instance, at the same time local youth groups were
forming, there were also local W.F.M.S. groups springing up.
Also, at the identical date set aside for the District Young
People’s Convention, there was a call for representatives of
the local W.F.M.S. groups to convene for a District Conven-
tion. One of the main features of the W.F.M.S. Convention
was the election of officers. The ladies of the district selected
Mrs. Robert Wellmon as their leader. This choice proved to
be a wise one, for she inspired the women to give sacrificially
for the millions who dwell in pagan darkness.

Establishing a Bible Training School—The earliest at-
tempts to teach the Bible to the nationals were through the
efforts of David, a national himself. Even though his eyes had
become blinded to physical light, his spiritual eyes were still
unimpaired. His insight into the Word of the Lord was always
a marvel to those who heard him interpret the Scriptures.
Since he could not give himself to active evangelism because
of his infirmity, he told the missionaries he would be glad
to teach the Bible to anyone who would come to listen. So
for several years the only Bible training courses offered were
in the grass hut of David. Eventually, the number of called
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CHAPTER XIII
OUR WORK IN AFRICA
OpeNING THE WORK IN Swazranp (1911-14)

Background—“I have seen the smoke of a thousand
villages which have as yet not heard of Christ.” These words
were first uttered by Robert Moffat, missionary to Africa,
during his furlough in 1840. Among the listeners was a young
medical doctor who was waiting for the end of the Boxer
Rebellion, so that he could go to China. This attentive listener
was David Livingstone, and he immediately resolved to turn
his efforts and ability in the direction of Africa. His service
record amounted to thirty-two years. During this time he
gave his life so completely to Africa that after his death his
heart was removed from his body by natives and committed
to African soil.

Once more the key statement mentioned above became
decisive in shaping the destiny of a life in 1907. This time it
was the life of a student in Peniel College, located in Peniel,
Texas, by the name of Harmon Schmelzenbach. He was
reading the life of David Livingstone, preparing a lesson for
his class in missions, when he first confronted these words:
“lI have seen the smoke of a thousand villages which have
as yet not heard of Christ.” Immediately he dropped on his
knees and cried out, “Lord, here am I, send me to tell them.”
The burden for Africa rolled upon his heart, filled his eyes
with tears of compassion, and started his mind thinking in
terms of getting to the field of service as soon as possible.
Day and night he was so haunted with the thought that he
must go that he could neither sleep nor study. And neither
could one of the professors whose bedroom window was
only a few feet away, for the fervent prayers of the prospective
missionary could be heard at all hours of the night.

Schmelzenbach Goes to Africa—With this “call” burning
in his soul, Harmon felt compelled to move to the foreign
field as soon as possible. He knew that if he let it be known
that he was going to leave school before the term was out
his friends would try to persuade him to continue his studies.
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not representing a church body that was recognized by the
government.

However, the officials did grant him permission to live in
the white town of Bizana. This meant that he would be far
removed from personal touch with the natives, for Bantu
people were not allowed within five miles of this settlement.
(The native Africans among whom our missionaries work
are called Bantu.) He now felt that he was wasting the Lord’s
money and time. So he made plans to move in another
direction.

The next location was in the coastal town of Durban. Here
the same restrictions prevailed, but certain sections of this
town were set apart for the Bantu to occupy. This gave him
a closer contact than before.

Meanwhile changes were taking place in the homeland
that would measurably affect the work of the Schmelzenbachs.
In 1908, the church and college at Peniel, Texas, which had
been independent until then, joined with the Church of the
Nazarene. Since Harmon Schmelzenbach’s membership was
with the Peniel church, he received word in February, 1909,
that he would be considered a Nazarene missionary should
he desire to remain so. This information was welcomed by
the Schmelzenbachs. Soon Mrs. Schmelzenbach transferred
her membership to the Church of the Nazarene. Now that
they were connected with a church organization that would
be recognized by the government, they started making new
plans.

Since Harmon Schmelzenbach would now be permitted to
live among the Bantu people, his consuming desire was to
establish a mission in an area where the gospel had never
been preached. After serving for a short time with the South
African Compounds Mission near Estcourt, Natal, the Schmel-
zenbachs were appointed by the Church of the Nazarene as
its missionaries. Mr. Schmelzenbach made inquiries about
unoccupied areas and was informed of a needy, dark, and
dangerous tribe of people known as the Swazis, who lived in
Swaziland. As he gathered more information about this
backward and remote region, his heart became more and more
burdened about its benighted souls.

Through a series of communications with the General
Board he presented plans for opening the new field. The Gen-
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In December, 1941, Rev. Glenn Grose (1936-41) and a
missionary group hired a rowboat and oarsmen to take them
across the channel to the leper island. Since it was during
the Christmas season, the missionaries desired to distribute
gifts among the lepers and then conduct religious services.
During the day several outstanding spiritual accomplishments
were witnessed. So the happy band of missionaries boarded
the hired rowboat for the return trip. One of the oarsmen
had been drinking and was giving the passengers some trouble.
Added to this was the imminent danger caused by a strong
wind lashing the water. The waves were dashing over the
sides of the small craft and Mr. Grose had to bail out the
water as best he could. When the harrowing experience was
about to end, one of the oarsmen dropped his oar, and the
boat drifted into a trough and capsized. Everyone aboard
made it safely to shore except Mr. Grose. His body was
recovered a day later, and taken to Tavane for burial. An-
other of God’s choicest servants had given his life for some-
thing that he loved more than his own life.

With Tavane as the hub, a network of cutstations spread
in all directions. These outstations, as evangelistic centers,
have now reached a total of 130, besides several preaching
points. In order to give closer supervision to this type of
work, the outstations have been grouped into zones, 8 in all,
with a Shangaan elder directing the work of a zone. The out-
look for this area of our work in Africa is very promising.

REORGANIZATION OF THE FIELD INTO THREE MissioN DISTRICTS
(1950)

Solution for Problems Involved—By 1950, Nazarene mis-
sions in Africa had spread across an area stretching approxi-
mately 750 miles. At the same time, the work was being
carried on among three major language groups: Zulu, Shan-
gaan and Suthu. It had become evident to those supervising
the mission activity in South Africa that some type of re-
organizational program would have to be instigated to secure
a maximum of efficiency and a minimum of waste. After due
consideration, it was decided that the Nazarene work should
be divided into three districts, but with one field superin-
tendent supervising the entire program. As the reorganiza-
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FinaL WoRrp ABOUT AFRICA

1. The Church of the Nazarene has sent a total of more
than one hundred and fifty missionaries to the African field.
These have accumulated a total of more than sixteen hundred
years of service. The impact of this sixteen hundred years of
service has produced a wonderful harvest.

2. The church in Africa has been developed along every
line. Many of the local churches have organized auxiliaries
to provide a well-rounded program for their membership. The
numerical strength of these auxiliaries is listed below: Sunday-
school enrollment is 11,000; Nazarene Foreign Missionary
Society membership is around 6,000; the Junior Society mem-
bership exceeds 2,000; the membership of the Nazarene Young
People’s Society is 390; and there are about 3,000 members of
the Prayer and Fasting League.

3. In order to conduct the missionary program at its
present stage of development it is necessary to use about 465
buildings. The breakdown of this aggregate is as follows:
185 churches and chapels, 42 missionary homes, 119 homes for
national workers, 2 hospitals, 22 dispensaries, 18 school build-
ings, 1 printing building, 76 other buildings.

4. The value of our property holdings in South Africa
amounts to $550,000.00.

With our ninety-six missionaries being assisted by about
six hundred national workers in operating our hospitals, dis-
pensaries, schools, and churches, and touching the lives of
thousands daily, the future of the work in South Africa
presents a gigantic challenge for missionary endeavor.
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the Bible training school has ten students who regularly
attend.

To promote the medical phase of the work, there are now
two dispensaries, and an average of about two thousand treat-
ments for patients each year.

The value of the property which is used to carry on the
missionary program amounts to about $20,000.00.

If one reads the Haiti Diary, which embodies many of the
brilliant letters written by Rev. Paul Orjala, one feels that
the work in that field is in safe hands. The spirit of optimism
which characterizes the superintendent of our work on the
island should bring about a development which will amaze
those who are watching with interest our newest mission
field. The road ahead looks wider and brighter for our work
in Haiti.
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years of service. The council meets annually at the time and
place named by the mission field superintendent.

The council performs many duties which vitally affect
the work of the district. Among the major functions of this
organization are the following:

1. Tt elects a mission field superintendent each year by a
two-thirds vote. The general superintendent having juris-
diction may nominate this officer to the council. After the
council election, the final approval of the field superintendent
is voted by the General Board.

2, It approves the assignment of each missionary and
national worker to a place of labor. This stationing approval
is done after appointments are recommended by the field
superintendent.

3. It votes on the return of a missionary on furlough. This
vote is taken at the first Mission Council meeting following
the furlough. The action of the council becomes a recom-
mendation to the General Board.

4. It employs all national workers and supervises them
in their training program. It examines and grades the study
courses of national workers.

5. It elects a missionary treasurer, who disburses funds
only on the order of the field superintendent and the council
within the limits of the established budget.

6. It elects superintendents, managers, nurses, book-
keepers, or other employees of hospitals. These employees
are amenable to the Mission Council.

7. It recommends furloughs for missionaries.

8. It evaluates the personnel needs of the field. It com-
municates these needs to the Department of Foreign Missions
and submits requests for their fulfillment.

9, It elects a delegate to the General Assembly from mis-
sionaries on furlough. If this procedure is not possible, then
the Mission Council may nominate a representative in the
homeland. In the absence of such nomination the Department
of Foreign Missions may elect a representative for that field
to the General Assembly.

10. It approves by a two-thirds vote the retirement of a
missionary from active duty. This recommendation is also
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ary is given the responsibility for an area of work rather
than to be localized. In all cases, the one assigned the duty of
administering a specific service agency or area is amenable
to the mission field superintendent and the Mission Council.

At a main station one missionary is designated as “mis-
sionary in charge” by the mission field superintendent, subject
to the approval of the Mission Council. He has full charge
of the church functions and evangelistic activities of the area.
If there are outstations connected with the main station, the
missionary in charge supervises these. The same is true of
places where regular services are held. However, if other
institutions such as a hospital, day school, or printing plant
are a part of the main station, the missionary in charge has
no jurisdiction over these. They are under separate admin-
istration. The missionary in charge shall submit a written
annual report and financial statement to the Mission Council.

Regarding a hospital, a superintendent is nominated an-
nually by the field superintendent with the approval of the
Mission Council. He manages the activities of the hospital
and supervises the hospital staff. He makes a semiannual
report of -all financial receipts to the council treasurer and
the General Board.

Printing plants and such institutions are administered
by a missionary or qualified leader under the direct super-
vision of the field superintendent. All supplies are requisi-
tioned through the Mission Council subject to the approval
of the field superintendent.

MISCELLANEOUS ADMINISTRATIVE FUNCTIONS

Additional administrative functions which are important
in operating a mission district are the following:

Power of Attorney—The General Board appoints and
commissions one or more foreign missionaries in each field
as its attorney. These persons look after all the legal matters
pertaining to the interests of the missionary district.

Right of Appeal—In case of a disagreement between the
mission field superintendent and the Mission Council, either
may appeal to the Board of General Superintendents. In
case of disagreement between the Executive Committee and
the superintendent, either may appeal to the Mission Council
or to the Board of General Superintendents. In case of dis-
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of the twenty-four hours which it takes our world to turn
on its axis. If you can stretch your thought that far, then
you have a partial picture of the far-flung battle lines of the
Church of the Nazarene. We now have churches in each
hour zone of the world but four.

Let us follow this panoramic unveiling through a twenty-
four-hour cycle to remind ourselves that we have girdled
the globe with holiness. Take any Sunday night on the
calendar and start at our international headquarters in
Kansas City. At the same time services will be conducted at
Winnipeg, Canada, and Mexico City. While these meetings
are still in progress, seven-thirty will come in the next hour
zone. At that time, services will start in Red Deer, Canada,
Denver, Colorado, and Juarez, Mexico. While these services
are on, seven-thirty will come in the next hour zone. In this
area services will start in Vancouver, Canada; Seattle, Wash-
ington; and Pasadena, California. The same pattern is followed
around the clock. In the next hour zone are Fairbanks and
Seward, Alaska; in the next, the Hawaiian Islands; in the
next, Nome, Alaska. Then the international date line is crossed.
In the next hour zone is New Zealand; in the next are Sydney
and Brisbane, Australia; in the next are Melbourne, Aus-
tralia, and Tokyo, Japan; in the next are Korea and the
Philippine Islands; in the next is our China field; (none in
the next); then comes Basim, India; (none in the next two);
then come Syria, Palestine, and Swaziland, Africa; next is
South Africa; next are Rome and Florence, Italy; next is
the British Isles; next are the Cape Verde Islands; (none in
the next); next are British Guiana and Buenos Aires, Argen-
tina; next are Boston, Massachusetts, Haiti, Bolivia, and
Trinidad; next are Toronto, Canada, Miami, Florida, Nicara-
gua, and Peru. This completes the schedule. Only four gaps
around the world! We will assume that most of these services
will extend more than an hour and that would make a con-
tinuous contact with the Lord around the clock. Yes, the
time has come when the Church of the Nazarene is offering
twenty-four-hour service to the Lord.

ProspEcTs ForR A NEw FieLD

The Church of the Nazarene is now making plans to
project its message of full salvation into another open door
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ficial trip to New Guinea. He traveled extensively, interview-
ing administrative officers and investigating the prospects for
missionary work. When he gave his challenging and thrilling
report to the General Board in January, 1955, this group
sensed that the time was ripe for specific planning to pene-
trate the new field.

The next important development was the appointment of
a missionary couple for the New Guinea field. Those respon-
sible for selecting missionary personnel decided that the
missionaries who should pioneer the work in our new field
were Rev. and Mrs. Sidney Knox. They will move to this
area of labor sometime during 1955. The prayers of the
entire church will be supporting them as they go forward
to proclaim holiness evangelism in a place where it has never
been preached before.

Tue FuTuRe

The missionary program has fifty marvelous years in its
history. By consolidating the gains and profiting by past
experiences the next fifty years should be characterized by
enormous advancements. We have both the man power and
the money power to accomplish mighty things for our God.
The evidence of His blessing and leadership in the past fur-
nishes a foundation for our faith to “evangelize the world in
this generation.” “We can if we will.”

General Current Approved Alabaster Total

District Budget Balance Specials Fund Allocation
Africa Coloured $ 8170 $ 6000 $2,000 $ 8000 $ 24170
Africa P.E.A. 35,730 6,000 3,150 3,000 47,880
Africa Swaziland 55,606 8,000 6,000 7,000 76,606
Africa Transvaal 68,700 8,000 5,000 7,500 89,200
American Indian 36,000 6,500 1,400 6,000 49,900
American Indian School 11,760 7,000 1,950 12,000 32,710
Argentina 21,110 10,600 5,000 16,000 52,710
Barbados 13,480 6,000 3,000 5,000 27,480
Bolivia 15,130 6,000 2,000 5,000 28,130
British Guiana 9,275 5,000 1,450 6,000 21,725
British Honduras 34,670 7,000 3,000 5,500 50,170
Cape Verde Islands 25,920 4,700 1,500 3,000 35,120
Casa Robles 10,000 3,000 1,135 7,750 21,885
Central Mexico 26,705 8,000 4,700 6,000 45,405
Cuba 18,770 6,000 3,000 2,000 29,770
Guatemala 43,880 7,000 5,000 7,500 63,380
Haiti 14,650 5,000 820 6,000 26,470
India 88,930 11,000 5,275 12,000 117,205
Israel 6,550 2,000 1,000 2,000 11,550
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