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I SHEW YOU A MYSTERY; we shall not
e shall all be changed, in a moment, in the 
eye, at the last trum p: for the trum pet shall 
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we 

shall be changed. For this corruptible must pu t  on incor
ruption, and this mortal must pu t on immortality. So when 
this corruptible shall have pu t on incorruption, and this 
mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought 
to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up  in 
victory. O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is 
thy victory? T h e  sting of death is sin; and the strength of 
sin is the law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my 
beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know 
that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.

—I Corinthians 15:51-58

B ehold,
all sleep, bu t w 
twinkling of an 
sound, and the



Life has its source in  God.
T h e  L o r d  G o d  fo rm e d  m a n  of  the dust  of  the  
ground,  a nd  brea thed  in to  his nostrils the  breath  
of life; a n d  m an  became  a l iv ing soul.

(Genesis 2:7)

"LIFE
I  E m u  t  .* *  M m  a  M  M

I w ”

B y  G. B. WILLIAMSON
for the Board of General Superintendents

~ | f |  n  t h e  w  i s d o m  o i  G od  m a n ’s m o r ta l  lile is a 
p ro b a t io n .  In  this p resen t world  m a n  p re 

pares him self  for an o th er .  W i th  good a n d  evil, 
life an d  d e a th  before h im, one chooses his way. H e  
decides the level of his living, the d irec tion  in 
which he travels, a n d  his final des t ina t ion .  G od  
does no t by a rb i t ra ry  ju d g m e n t  aw ard  to some the 
blessedness of heaven  a n d  to o thers  the  to rm en ts  
of hell.  Ju d g m e n t  is im p lic i t  in the  co nduc t  an d  
character  of m en. “W ha tsoever  a m a n  soweth, th a t  
shall he also re a p ,” is an  inexo rab le  law of life.

Life on  e a r th  is re la ted  to the  life to come as 
seedtime is to  harvest.  T o  live for one w orld  a t  a 
time is n o t  possible. W h a t  m a n  will be, he is now  
becoming. H ere  we co n d i t io n  ourselves for the 
hereafter.  W e are  c o n f ro n ted  w ith  a choice. W e 
must believe th a t  m a n  is m ere ly  dust  a n d  will to 
dust r e tu r n  or  th a t  he is a c rea tu re  of e tern ity .  T h e  
Chris t ian  fa ith  declares th a t  G od  has set e te rn ity  
in every m a n ’s hear t .  P au l  m ade  this clear d is t inc 
tion. G od  “will re n d e r  to  every m a n  accord ing  to 
his deeds: to  th e m  w ho  by p a t ie n t  co n t in u an c e  in  
well do ing  seek for glory a n d  h o n o u r  an d  im m o r 
tality, eternal  life: b u t  u n to  th e m  th a t  are con
tentious, a n d  do n o t  obey the  t ru th ,  b u t  obey u n 
righteousness, i nd igna t ion  a n d  wrath ,  t r ibulat ion  
and anguish,  u p o n  every soul of m a n  th a t  doe th  
evil” (R o m a n s  2 : (j-9) . Dr. George B u t tr ick  affirms, 
“T o  live in  the  one  choice invites hell: we have 
seen hell on  ea r th  a n d  o u g h t  n o t  to in su l t  one a n 
other’s in te lligence by suggesting  the re  can be no 
judgm en t  beyond  this world .  T o  live in  the  o the r  
choice is heaven  here  a n d  hereaf ter ;  a n d  the only 
way to heaven  is th ro u g h  heaven .”1

Eternal  life is the  gift  of G o d  th ro u g h  Jesus 
Christ o u r  Lord .  In t ru th ,  e te rna l  life is no t  a fu 

tu re  bes tow m ent; it is a present experience in 
Christ .  Eternal  lays em phasis on  qual i ty ,  no t  d u r a 
tion; on dep th ,  no t length. It is now  a fellowship 
an d  c o m m u n io n  w ith  God. W e have the Son an d  
therefore we have life. W e are citizens of two 
worlds. As we pass th ro u g h  this one we declare 
p la in ly  th a t  we “desire a b e t te r  country ,  th a t  is, an 
heavenly .” O u r  personal re la t ion  to C hris t  is the 
g u a ra n tee  of im m orta lity .

Jesus said, “ I am  the resurrection ,  a n d  the life: 
he th a t  believeth in me, th o u g h  he were dead, yet 
shall he live: a n d  whosoever livcth an d  believ
eth in me shall never  d ie .” T h o se  we call dead  are 
still alive. G od  is the G od of the living, n o t  of the 
dead. W e possess the risen life in Christ ,  a present,  
im m edia te ,  p e rm a n e n t  experience.

O f the life beyond  we know  only a li ttle. W e do 
know' th a t  we en te r  by the doo r  of dea th  unless we 
are am o n g  those w ho are alive a n d  rem a in  to  meet 
the  L o rd  in  the air. T h a t  is a possibility p leasant 
to an t ic ipa te ,  b u t  if ours is the lot of those w ho a l
ready rest from  the ir  labors, we know  th a t  dea th  
is swallowed u p  of life. “O  dea th ,  w here  is thy 
sting? O  grave, where is thy victory? . . . thanks be 
to  God, which giveth us the victory th ro u g h  o u r  
L o rd  Jesus C hr is t .”

E ar th ly  language  can b u t  poorly describe the 
w o n d er  a n d  the glory of o u r  e te rna l  home. W e  read 
of a house of m any  m ansions an d  of streets of gold. 
T h ese  figures of speech m ust be in te n d ed  to convey 
the th o u g h t  th a t  the priva t ions  of poverty will be 
forever past.  T h a t  there “ they shall h u n g e r  no 
m ore, n e i th e r  th irs t  any  m ore ,” m us t  m ean  th a t  
p a in  an d  sickness an d  dea th  never sadden  the soul 
in the  hom e over there. T h a t  the re  is “ no  more 
sea” suggests th a t  the mists an d  clouds an d  darkness 
a n d  separa t ion  caused by the tu r b u le n t  waters of 
the  w orld  are n o t  a p a r t  of th a t  blessedness th a t  
shall be ours forever.

B u t  the most th r i l l ing ,  r a p tu ro u s  prospect is in 
the fact th a t  w hen  Chris t  shall ap p e a r  we shall 
be  like H im , for we shall see H im  as He is. A nd  
the  c l im ax of all His a t trac t ive  promises is in His 
assurance, “W h e re  1 am, there  ye may be also.” 

T h e  life to come will be a cha llenging  adv e n tu re  
in p rov ing  “w ha t  is th a t  good, an d  acceptable, 
an d  perfect, will of G o d .” It will be the realization  
th a t  we are increasing e ternally  in likeness to H im  
w ho w ashed us from  o u r  sins in H is own blood.

0  Cross that  liftcst up  my head,
I  dare not  ask to f ly f rom Thee;

1 lay in dust  l i f e’s glory dead,
A n d  f rom the g ro un d  there blossoms red 

L i fe  that  shall  endless be .—George M atheson.

’George B uttrick , So We Believe, So We Pray, pp. 117-18.
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A GAIN  
HE COMETH*

B y K A T H R YN  BLACKBU RN PECK

Christ is

IN t h e i r  w r i t i n g  a n d  p re a c h in g  the early apostles 
regarded  the  second a d v e n t  of Chris t  as f u n d a 

m ental .  N o t  less th a n  316 times is this vital th e m e  
m e n tio n e d  in  the  N ew  T e s ta m e n t .  In  fact, it ru n s  
like a go lden  th re a d  f rom  Genesis to R e v e la t io n ,  
an d  is p ro c la im ed  by  pa tr ia rchs ,  p rophets ,  apostles, 
an d  angels. T h e re fo re ,  to despise this sacred t r u t h  
is folly indeed , a n d  betrays a sad ignorance of  the  
Scriptures. F u r th e rm o re ,  such an  a t t i tu d e  ignores  
one of the grea t  incentives  to holiness of h e a r t  a n d  
life. T h e  A postle  Jo h n  dec la red  th a t  every person  
w ho has w ith in  h im  the  b u r n in g  hope  of C h r is t ’s 
ap p e a r in g  “pu r if ie th  h im self ,  even as he is p u r e ” 
(I John  3 :3 ) .

T h re e  inescapable  q u es t io n s  arise as we p o n d e r  
this subject. First,

What Is Meant by Christ’s Second Coming?

T h e  very same C hris t  w h o  cam e to e a r th  nearly 
two th o usand  years ago is g o in g  to r e tu r n  p erso n 
ally, visibly, a n d  in  g lo r ious  power. T h r e e  scrip 
tures, taken  from  am o n g  m a n y  others, m ust  suffice 
to prove this.

First, the angelic  p ro n o u n c e m e n t :  “T h is  same 
Jesus, w hich  is ta k en  u p  f rom  you  in to  heaven , 
shall so come in like m a n n e r  as ye have seen h im  
go in to  h ea v en ” (Acts 1:11).

Second, P a u l ’s a f f i rm ation  in the  T h e s s a lo n ia n  
Epistle: “T h e  L o rd  h im self  shall descend from  
heaven  w ith  a shout,  w ith  the  voice of the  a rc h 
angel, an d  w ith  the  t r u m p  of G o d ” (1 Thessa- 
lon ians 4:16)

T h i r d ,  Jo h n ’s d ec la ra t io n  in R eve la t ion ,  “B ehold ,  
he com eth  w ith  clouds; a n d  every eye shall sec h i m ” 
(1 :7).

O u r  L o rd  will r e tu r n  in  a th ree fo ld  m a n n e r ,  to 
accom plish  a th ree fo ld  purpose .  H e  will come 
again  as the H eaven ly  B r idegroom , to  t rans la te  His 
w a it ing  b r ide  to the m a rr ia g e  su p p e r  of the  Lam b. 
P aul tells us that,  at the  so u n d  of tlie a d v e n t  t ru m p ,  
“ the  dead  in Chris t  shall rise first: th e n  we w hich  
are  alive an d  rem a in  shall be ca u g h t  u p  . . . to  m eet 
the  L o rd  in  the  air: a n d  so shall we ever be w ith

He came to fill a manger bed;
He came rejected and despised;

He had not where to lay His head— 
He walked alone—unrecognized.

He came to heal the hurt—distressed;
He came to share man’s common lot, 

With mercy for the poor—oppressed— 
And yet His own received Him not.

He came to walk the weary road 
That led through dark Gethsemane; 

And fainting ’neath the heavy load, 
He bore a cross to Calvary.

He came a shameful death to die,
That He the sons of earth might save;

And when He breathed His last faint sigh, 
They laid Him in a borrowed grave.

But when He shall return again,
He shall be clothed with majesty;

The hosts of heav’n shall be His train— 
And kings of earth shall bow the knee!

He cometh soon! Oh, hope divine!
He cometh soon, His own to bring! 

Be steadfast then, O soul of mine— 
Watch for the coming of thy King!
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coming back again!
By M AY N ARD  JAMES

Ed ito r, the " F la m e / ' B r it ish  Isles

the Lord” (I T h essa lon ians  *1:16-17).
A shou t !  A  t r u m p e t  no t e !

A g lor ious  Presence  in t h e  a zure  sky!
A gasp,  a t hr i l l  o f  j oy ,

A n d  ive are w i t h  H i m
i)i t he  t w i n k l i n g  of  an  eye!

But Christ will come also as a W a rr io r - Ju d g e  to 
merthrow the forces of A ntich ris t ,  to cha in  Satan  
in the bottomless pit, a n d  to es tablish  equ i ty  on 
?arth. Paul's First Epis tle  to the T h essa lon ians  e m 
phasizes the effect of C h r is t ’s r e tu r n  u p o n  the saints. 
His Second Epistle, however, stresses its im pact 
upon the ungodly . " T h e  L o rd  Jesus shall be re 
vealed from heaven  w ith  his m ighty  angels, in flam
ing fire taking vengeance on  them  th a t  know  not 
tod, and tha t  obey n o t  the gospel of o u r  L o rd  
lesus Christ" (II T h essa lon ians  1:7-8). 
i As soon as the saints are  rem oved  from  this ea r th  
pt the appear ing  of C hris t  in the- sky, the w ra th  of 
pod will fall u p o n  im p e n i te n t  sinners below. Jesus 
laid that " the same day th a t  Lo t w en t o u t  of Sodom 
it rained fire an d  b r im sto n e  from  heaven, destroy- 
ng them all. Even thus shall it be in the  day w hen  
he Son of m an is revea led” (Luke  17:29-30).

Christ's th ird  role w hen  H e comes aga in  will lie
o reign over this ea r th .  H is  p u rg in g  judgm en ts  will 
>repare the way for H is ru le  over the nations,  and  
he Bible clearly states th a t  the  resurrected  saints 
jvill share in th a t  reign (R eve la t ion  20:6) .
: Only then will m en  beat th e ir  swords in to  plow- 
Jhares and learn w ar no  more. O n ly  w hen  Jesus 
feigns below will this ea r th  be filled w ith  the k n o w l
edge of the glory of the L o rd  as the waters cover the 
fea. When He comes back again , then  indeed  shall 
the Lord be K ing over all the  ea r th  (Isaiah 2:4; 
^labakkuk 2:1-1; Z echar iah  14:9).

Jl’hen Will Christ’s Second Coining Take Place?

The actual date  of C h r is t ’s r e tu rn  is a secret 
jocked up in G o d ’s heart.  Nevertheless the M aster

gave His apostles cer ta in  m a jo r  signs w hich  w ould  
ind ica te  the nearness of His second coining. T h e n  
H e added : " W h e n  these things begin to come to 
pass, th e n  look up ,  a n d  lift u p  y ou r  heads; for 
you r  red e m p tio n  d raw eth  n ig h ” (Luke 21:28).

W e  are  living in days w hen  signs of o u r  L o rd ’s 
n e a r  r e tu rn  are everywhere to be seen. In  the hearts 
of saintly m en and  wom en all over the world  is the 
conviction  th a t  the  c l im ax of the ages is u p o n  us. 
In  the M idd le  East, two m il l ion  Jews are back in 
Palestine as a na t ion ,  an d  su r ro u n d e d  by a hostile 
A ra b  w orld  sworn to ex te rm in a te  them. N earby  is 
the m ighty  Soviet U n ion ,  ben t  on  d o m in a t io n  of 
this most strategic area in the world. Surely the 
stage is being set for the pred ic ted  A rm ageddon .

T h e  discovery a n d  use of nuc lea r  energy have 
given m a n  the awful pow er to wipe ou t all h u m a n  
life. T h e  second com ing of Christ  in the nea r  fu tu re  
is im perative  if such a ca tas trophe  is to be averted. 
We have now reached  th a t  stage in history when, 
unless the L o rd  shortens these days, no  flesh shall 
be saved. But, t rue  to His promise, the L o rd  will 
shor ten  the  days by com ing again  in  pow er  and  
glory, to take the reins of h u m a n  governm en t in to  
His own hands  (M atthew  24:22).

Who W ill Be Translated at His Appearing?

T h e r e  has been m uch  d ispute  over the vital q ues
tion, W ho  will be transla ted  w hen the  Lord  appears  
in the air? O ne th in g  is sure—only those who have 
m ade  themselves ready will en te r  w ith  Christ  in to  
the m arr iage  su ppe r  ol the  Lam b. W e read in R eve
lation, ch a p te r  19, tha t  the “wife of the L a m b ” is 
she w ho has p rep a re d  herself for the climactic 
event of the ages. " T o  her  was g ran te d  th a t  she 
shou ld  be arrayed in fine linen, clean an d  white: 
for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints" 
(v. 8) ■

Seeing tha t w ith o u t  holiness “no m a n  shall see 
the L o rd .” we do  well to heed ihe ad m o n i t io n  of 
the Holy G host in P e te r ’s Second Epistle: "Be d i l i 
gent tha t  ye may be found  of h im  in peace, w ith o u t  
spot, an d  blameless” (3 :14).  •
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T C h e  subject  of this ar ticle  has been  assigned. 
I t  calls for the cons idera t ion  of b u t  one  t r u t h — 
the certa in ty  of a f inal ju d g m e n t  day.

I n  o u r  cons idera t ion  of the  subject,  we shall om it  
a rgum en ts  d raw n  from  reason an d  rely wholly  u p o n  
d iv ine  revelation . I f  the  ce r ta in ty  of a f ina l  ju d g 
m e n t  day can  be f irm ly es tablished by reve la tion ,  
i t  needs no  o th e r  su p p o r t ;  a n d  if i t  c a n n o t  thus  
be established, o th e r  a rgum en ts  for it  ca n n o t  be 
conclusive.

A Judgment Day Implied
A fina l  ju d g m e n t  day is clearly im p l ied  in  P a u l ’s 

le t te r  to  T im o th y :  “ H en c e fo r th  there  is la id  u p  for 
m e a crow n of righteousness, w hich  the  L ord ,  the  
r igh teous judge ,  shall give me a t  th a t  day: . . .” 
(I T im o th y  4 :8 ) .

T h e  ju d g m e n t  day is also im p l ied  by the  w ri te r  
of the Book of H ebrew s w hen  he  refers to  “ . . . a

ce r ta in  fearfu l lo o k in g  fo r  o f  ju d g m e n t  . . 
(Hebrew s 10:27).

T h a t  there will be a ju d g m e n t  day is clearly  
im p l ied  by P e te r  in  his message to  the  h o u se h o ld  
of Cornelius: . . he  c o m m a n d e d  us to  p re a c h  
u n to  the  people, a n d  to  testify th a t  i t  is h e  w h ich  
was o rda ined  of G od  to  be the  Ju d g e  of q u ic k  a n d  
d ea d ” (Acts 10:42). P e te r  repeats  the  same th o u g h t  
in  his first le t te r  w hen  he w arns ev ildoers  th a t  
they “ . . . shall give accoun t  to  h im  th a t  is ready  
to judge  the qu ick  a n d  the  d e a d ” (I P e te r  4:5) .

T h e  jud g m e n t  day is aga in  im p l ie d  in  the  p ra y e r  
of the sa inted souls b en e a th  the  a l ta r :  . . H o w  
long, O Lord, holy a n d  true ,  dos t  th o u  n o t  ju d g e  
an d  avenge o u r  b lood  o n  th e m  th a t  dw ell  o n  the  
ear th?” (Revelation  6:10)

I t  was repeatedly im p l ied  by Jesus in  such  s ta te 
ments as, “I t  shall be m ore  to le rab le  fo r  the  la n d  
of Sodom and  G o m o rrh a  in  th e  day  of ju d g m e n t ,  
th a n  for tha t  city” (M a t th e w  10:15; see also 
M atthew  11:22, 24).

St. Paul strongly a rg u e d  i t  befo re  F e lix  w hen
. . he  reasoned of r ighteousness ,  te m p eran c e ,  a n d  

ju d g m e n t  to come, . . .” (Acts 2 4 :2 5 ) .

A Judgment Day Clearly Affirmed

W h a t  we have p o in te d  o u t  as b e in g  clearly  im 
p lied  we now set fo rth  as b e in g  de f in i te ly  s ta te d — 
the jud g m e n t  day is certa in .

P au l em phatically  declares it:  “ . . . fo r  we shall  
all s tand  before the  j u d g m e n t  seat of C h r is t” 
(R om ans  14:10). H e  rea ff i rm s  th is  t r u th  in  his 
second C or in th ian  le t te r  (II  C o r in th i a n s  5 :10) .

T h e  Apostle P e te r  twice a f f i rm s  i t  in  his second 
letter. H e  reminds evil m e n  th a t  i t  is G o d ’s p la n  
“ . . . to reserve the u n ju s t  u n t o  th e  day  of ju d g 
m e n t  to be p u n ish e d ” ( I I  P e te r  2 :9 ) ;  a n d  “ . . . 
the  heavens and  the ea r th ,  . . . a re  . . . reserved 
u n to  fire against the day of  ju d g m e n t  . . .” (II  P e te r  
3 :7 ) .

J u d e  speaks of fa llen  angels  th a t  “h e  h a th  re 
served in  everlasting cha in s  u n d e r  darkness  u n to  
the  jud g m e n t  of the  g rea t  d a y ” ( Ju d e  6 ) .  H e  
also warns tha t  “ the L o rd  c o m e th  w i th  ten  th o u 
sands of his saints, to  execu te  j u d g m e n t  u p o n  all,
. . .” (Jude  14-15).

J o h n  the R evelator  gives us  a v iv id  p ic tu re  of 
the  ju d g m e n t  day: “A n d  I  saw th e  dead, small 
a n d  great, s tand  before G o d ;  a n d  th e  books were 
opened : . . . and  the d e a d  w ere  ju d g e d  o u t  of those 
th ings  which were w r i t te n  in  th e  books, . . 
(R eve la tion  20:12).

Jesus, speaking of the  f in a l  ju d g m e n t ,  says th a t  
“ . . . before h im  shall be  g a th e r e d  al l  nat ions: an d  
he shall separate th e m  o n e  f ro m  an o th er ,  as a
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shepherd d iv id e th  his sheep f rom  the  goats” (M a t
thew 25:32).

T h e  ju d g m e n t  is n o t  a h u m a n  h o p e  b u t  a d iv ine  
appo in tm en t.  ‘‘I t  is a p p o in te d  u n to  m e n  once to 
die, b u t  af te r  this  the  ju d g m e n t” (Hebrew s 9 :27) ,  
and P au l p o in ts  o u t  the  fu ti l i ty  of m a n ’s a t te m p t  
to escape: “ . . . th in k e s t  th o u  this, O  m an ,  th a t  . . . 
thou shalt escape the  ju d g m e n t  of G od?” (R om ans 
2:3)

N ot only  is the  fact of a f ina l  ju d g m e n t  es tab 
lished b u t  the  very day has been  set by G od: “ . . . 
he h a th  a p p o in te d  a day, in  the  w hich  he will judge  
the w orld  in  righteousness by th a t  m a n  w h o m  he 
hath o rda ined ;  w hereof  he  h a th  g iven assurance 
unto all m en ,  in  th a t  he h a t h  raised  h im  from  
the d ea d ” (Acts 17:31). T h i s  d iv ine  s ta tem en t  
not only affirms the  ce r ta in ty  of the  f inal ju d g 
ment in  no  u n c e r ta in  term s b u t  i t  announces  the 
name of the  J u d g e  a n d  g u aran tees  H is  judgesh ip  
in tha t  G o d  ra ised  H im  from  the  dead  to  life a n d  
immortality. T h e  resu r rec t ion  of Jesus C hris t  f rom  
the dead  is n o t  only  the  basis of o u r  h o p e  th a t  we

too will live aga in  b u t  it is also G o d ’s an n o u n c ed  
p ro o f  th a t  Jesus will be presen t to  ju d g e  the 
world. W h i le  yet in  the flesh, Jesus h a d  declared, 
“T h e  F a th e r  ju d g e th  no  m an, b u t  h a th  com m itted  
all ju d g m e n t  u n to  the  Son” (Jo h n  5:22) . T h e  
resu rrec t ion  of Jesus substan tia tes  th a t  com m itm en t.

Both the Day and the Judgments W ill Be Final
T h e  ju d g m e n t  day is a t  the  end  of time. Jesus, 

speak ing  of the  ju d g m e n t  day, said, “ . . . the w ord  
th a t  I have spoken, the  same shall judge  h im  in 
the  last day” (Jo h n  12:48). Speaking of the  des
tinies of the  two classes ju d g e d  by H im  a t  the 
last day, Jesus calls them  “everlasting p u n i s h m e n t” 
a n d  “ life e te rn a l .” T h e  f inal ju d g m e n t  is as ce r ta in  
as G o d ’s W o rd  a n d  the verdic t as lasting as eternity .

T h e r e ’s a grea t  day  co in ing ,  . . .
T h e r e ’s a great  day  c o i n i ng  by a n d  by,
W h e n  t he  saints  a n d  t he  s i nner s  

shal l  be p a r t e d  r i ght  a n d  left .
A r e  y o u  r eady f o r  t ha t  day  to c o m e ?

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

of dying saints
Com piled by E a r l  C. W o l f

Dwight L. Moody
I t  was on Friday. December 22, 1899, th a t Dwight L. Moody entered 

th a t “land th a t is fairer than  day.” After some restless hours he fell in to  a 
qu iet slum ber, from which he awakened saying, “E arth  recedes. Heaven opens 
before me. . . .  If this is death, it is sweet. T here  is no valley, here. God 
is calling me and I m ust go. T h is is my triu m p h —my coronation day.”

General William Booth
W illiam  Booth, the  founder of the  Salvation Army, passed away on 

August 20, 1912. For three  o r four days before his death  he spoke only with 
the  greatest difficulty. He said hesitatingly to his son, em phasizing with his 
hands alm ost every word, “T h e  promises—of—God—are sure—are sure if you 
will only believe.” T hese were the last words with any consecutive m eaning 
th a t the great general spoke.

Orval J. Nease
Orval J . Nease, Jr., writes of his fa th e r’s departu re  on November 7, 1950: 

“Oh, the  intense desire to talk to him  once more; to counsel with him  con
cerning those problem s th a t only he could answer; even just to say good-by 
and, ‘I love you!’ B ut his only words, in one b rief m om ent of articula tion  in 
which he expressed the very center of his life, were, ‘God, God, God!’ I held 
his han d  as the angels of heaven took his soul.”

I
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"THE WICKED 
SHALL BE 

TURNED 

INTO HELL"

U g l y  a n d  o m i n o u s ,  t h e  w o r d  “ h e l l ”  anim ates  
the  Biblical expression, “T h e  wicked shall 

be tu rn e d  in to  hell, an d  all the na t ions  th a t  forget 
G o d ” (Psalms 9 :1 7 ) ,  w hich  is my text.

T h e  simple, doc t r ina l  s ta tem en t  on  destiny set 
fo rth  by the C h u rc h  of the N azarene  in  its M a n u a l  
is: “W e believe th a t  g lorious a n d  everlast ing  life 
is assured to all w ho  savingly believe in, a n d  o b e d i
ently  follow, Jesus Chris t  o u r  L o rd ;  a n d  th a t  the 
finally im p e n i te n t  shall suffer e te rna lly  in  he l l .”

Old Testament Teaching 
T o  the cheerless, d iscom fort ing  te rm  “h e l l” 

g a th e r  all the t rad i t iona l ,  false, a n d  m is lead ing  im 
p licat ions w hich have em erged  in  its long, con 
ten tious  history. T h e r e  are  m ore  th a n  fifty d irect 
references to  hell in  the  Bible. N o  fact of existence, 
here  or  hereafter ,  is m ore  p la in ly  a n d  positively 
sta ted  in G o d ’s W ord .  T h e  O ld  T e s ta m e n t  w ord  
for  hell is “Sheol,” w hich becomes “ H ad e s” in  the 
N ew  T es tam e n t .  B oth  refer  to  “ the  abode  of the 
d ead  01 d ep a r ted  spirits .” W h e th e r  “Sheol,” the  H e 
brew  word, o r  “ H ades ,” the  G reek  te rm , is t ran s
la ted  “he l l ,” “grave,” o r  any o th e r  te rm  im ply ing  
destiny, the m e an ing  is the same: a place, region, o r  
s ta te  of the dead.

New Testament Teaching 
In  the N ew  T es tam e n t ,  however, a new  word, 

m ore  g rap h ic  a n d  descriptive, appears .  I t  is Ge
henna,  w h ich  m eans  “ the valley of H in n o m ,” a 
p lace nea r  Je ru sa lem  form erly  used for  the  a b o m 
inab le  sacrifices in  w hich  the  Jews offered th e ir  
ch i ld ren  to  Moloch, a Semitic deity. T h e  Jews 
des ignated  the  place as hell, the  place of the 
d am ned ,  the  place of e x t ra o rd in a ry  c o n te m p t  a n d  
p u n ish m en t .  U n d o u b te d ly  this is the  m e an in g  
given to hell by o u r  L o rd  in M a tth e w  23:33, “ H ow  
can ye escape the  d a m n a t io n  of hell?” a n d  in  M ark  
9:43-44, “ . . . to go in to  hell, in to  the  fire th a t  never

By Mel-Thomas Rothuell
Professor of Philosophy, Bethany Nazarene College, Bethany, Oklahoma

shall be q u en c h ed :  w here  th e i r  w o rm  d ie th  no t,  a n d  
the  fire is n o t  q u e n c h e d .”

W hereas  no  defin ite  ch a rac te r  o r  c o n d i t io n  is 
identified w ith  “Sheol” a n d  “H ad e s ,” o th e r  t h a n  
th a t  they are “ the  unseen  s ta te  o r  reg ion  of  the  
dead ,” a d ifferent s i tu a t io n  ob ta in s  in  respect  to 
“ G eh e n n a .” “G e h e n n a ” is in d ic a ted  as a p lace  of 
d am nation ,  of e te rna l  to rm e n t  a n d  suffering. T o  
argue th a t  G e h e n n a  is the  grave is gross m is re p re 
sen ta t ion ,  an  inexcusable  sem antic  fallacy. T o  
deprive hell of e te rna l  to rm e n t  is to  a t tac k  the  
M aster’s analogy, for H e  dec la red  th a t  hell  is l ike 
G ehenna ,  “w here th e ir  w o rm  d ie th  no t,  a n d  the  
fire is no t q u en c h ed .”

Analogy explains  the  u n k n o w n  by the  k n o w n ,  
an d  C hris t’s ana log ical reference to G e h e n n a  is 
w ithou t  ques tion  a n  a t t e m p t  to  im p a r t  sp i r i tu a l  
m ean ing  by the use of concrete , m a te r ia l  form . T o  
say the qualit ies  of G e h e n n a ,  co n t in u a l ,  b u r n in g ,  
to rm ent,  do  no t o b ta in  in  hell  is to  reject th e  a n a l 
ogy. Inasm uch  as C h r is t  is co m m it ted  to  a def in i te  
concept of hell sufficiently like G e h e n n a  to  w a r ra n t  
H is com parison, f u r th e r  e la b o ra t io n  by an y o n e  risks 
the  error  of h u m a n  o p in io n .  N o  one  can  safely 
speculate on  the  ch a rac te r  o f  h e l l  bey o n d  H is  s im ple  
i l lustration ,  n o r  can o ne  hones tly  reduce  he l l  to  a 
nondescrip t place o r  state.

The Important Question  
A pruden t ,  fo r th r ig h t  co n s id e ra t io n  of the  p r o b 

lems of hell will not,  how ever,  p lace  the  em phasis  
on  its character,  as im p o r t a n t  as th a t  m ay be. By 
all odds, the grea test issue a t  stake is w h e th e r  I  as 
an  ind iv idua l am  h e a d e d  in  th a t  d irec tion .  A t t r a c t 
ed by secondary issues r e g a rd in g  destiny, one  falls 
in to  a com fortab le  ra t io n a l iz a t io n  w hich  rejects 
the painful ,  the  just ,  the  com pensa to ry .  T h e  p r im e  
ques tion  is, A m  I p r e p a re d  to  m eet G o d  in  peace? 
W h e n  this ques tion  is p ro p e r ly  se ttled , the  p ro b lem  
of hell w ith  all of its ac co u te rm en ts ,  its tabs a n d  
trappings, loses it significance.

T o o  often the force of a r g u m e n t  is tu rn e d  aga inst  
the character  of hell, w h e th e r  i t  be  a p lace  of e te rn a l  
torm ent,  an d  the  m o re  im p o r t a n t  issue of e te rn a l  
destiny is overlooked. H e n c e  th e  secret to  the so lu
t ion  of the p ro b lem  of e te rn a l  des tiny  is, n o t  the  
best argum ent,  b u t  th e  bes t  p r e p a ra t io n .  “R e p e n t  
ye therefore, a n d  be co n v e r ted ,  th a t  you r  sins m ay 
be b lo tted  ou t,  . . (Acts 3 :1 9 ) .  Again, “E xcep t  
ye be converted, a n d  becom e as l i t t le  ch i ld ren ,  ye 
shall no t  en te r  in to  the  k in g d o m  of h e a v e n ” ( M a t 
thew 18:3). T h e  wise an sw e r  to  the  d is tu rb in g  
p rob lem  of hell is sc r ip tu ra l  p r e p a ra t io n  for  heaven. 
“Seek ye first the  k in g d o m  of  G od ,  a n d  his r ig h t 
eousness; an d  all these th in g s  sha ll  be ad d e d  u n to  
you” (M atthew  6 :3 3 ) .
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Editorial/  by St e p h e n  s . w h it e

,*»^T' ft 
j**- -PI

G REAT- H EART,
CHRISTIANA, and

STANDFAST . . .
“WHEREFORE, good Mr. Standfast, be as your 

name is; and when you have done all, stand.”

T hese are  words of co m m e n d a t io n  f rom  Great- 
heart to  S tandfast ,  because the  la t te r  h a d  resisted 
the wiles of M a d a m  B ubb le .  H e r  wiles were m any  
and full of t e m p ta t io n ,  b u t  M r. S tandfast ,  w ith  
God's help ,  h a d  tu r n e d  th e m  dow n.

As the story co n t inues  in  B u n y a n ’s im m o rta l  
Pilgrim’s Progress,  we are  b r o u g h t  to  the  la n d  of 
Beulah. H e re  the  p ilg r im s g a th e re d  before  they 
crossed the R iv e r  of D ea th .  I t  was a goodly  la n d  
in itself, b u t  the  p ilg r im s en joyed  it  chiefly because 
it b rough t th e m  so n e a r  the  h o u r  of th e i r  final t r i 
umph.

Of those in  this p a r t i c u la r  com pany , the  sum m ons 
to cross over the  R iv e r  of D e a th  cam e first to  C hr is 
tiana. Im m e d ia te ly  she called  for M r.  G reat-heart,  
her guide, a n d  to ld  h im  how  m a tte rs  were. H e  
rejoiced w ith  h e r  over h e r  hom e-going  a n d  said  
that he w o u ld  have been  g lad  if  he  h a d  been  to ld  
that his t im e was a t  h a n d .  T h e n  C h r is t ian a  asked 
for advice as to  how  all  th ings sh o u ld  be p re p a re d  
for her  jou rney .  T h i s  M r.  G rea t -hear t  gave in  de 
tail and  added ,  “W e  th a t  survive w ill accom pany  
you to the r iver  side.”

As the day drew  n e a r  w hen  C h r is t ian a  m u s t  go, 
the road  was fu ll  of peop le  to  see h e r  take the  
journey. “B ut,  beho ld ,  al l  the  b anks  bey o n d  the 
river were fu ll  of horses a n d  chariots ,  w h ich  were 
come dow n from  above to  accom pany  h e r  to  the 
city gate. So she cam e forth ,  a n d  en te re d  the  river, 
with a beckon of farewell to  those th a t  followed 
her. T h e  last w ords th a t  she was h e a rd  to  say were, 
‘I come, Lord ,  to  be  w i th  thee a n d  bless thee!’ So 
her ch ild ren  a n d  fr iends  r e tu r n e d  to th e i r  place, 
for those th a t  w a ited  fo r  C h r is t ia n a  h a d  ca rr ied  
her out of th e ir  sight. So she w en t  a n d  called, a n d  
entered in  a t  the  gate  w ith  all the  cerem onies of 
joy tha t  h e r  h u s b a n d  C h r is t ia n  h a d  en te re d  before  
her.”

Soon afte r  the  d e p a r tu re  of  C hr is t iana ,  the  call

for  M r. S tandfast  came. H e  was to ld  th a t  he  m ust  
p rep a re  for a change of life, fo r  the  M aster  was n o t  
w ill ing  th a t  he  shou ld  be  so far  from  H im  any 
longer. A fter  h av ing  set th ings in  o rd e r  u n d e r  the 
d irec t ion  of Mr. G reat-heart,  his guide ,  the  time 
hav ing  come for  Mr. S tandfast to  has ten  away, he 
also w en t  dow n  to  the  river. H e  f o u n d  the  r iver  
very calm, a n d  w hen  he  was a b o u t  halfway in, he 
stood  awhile,  a n d  ta lked  w ith  his com pan ions  who 
h a d  come w ith  h im  to  the  w a te r ’s edge. A n d  he 
said, T h is  r iver  has been  a te rro r  to  m any; yea, 
the  though ts  of it also have o f ten  f r igh tened  me, 
b u t  n o t  so now. “ I see myself at  the  en d  of my 
jou rney ;  my toilsome days are over. I  am  going 
to  see th a t  h ea d  th a t  was crow ned  w ith  thorns, an d  
th a t  face th a t  was sp it  u p o n  for  me. I  have fo rm er
ly lived by hearsay a n d  fa ith ; b u t  now I go where
I shall live by sight, a n d  shall be w ith  h im  in  
whose com pany  I de l igh t  myself. I  have loved to 
h e a r  my L o rd  spoken of; a n d  wherever I  have seen 
the  p r in t  of his shoe in  the earth ,  there  I have 
coveted to  set my foot too. H is  n am e  has been  to 
m e a civet-box; yea, sweeter th a n  all perfumes. H is 
voice to m e has been  most sweet; a n d  his co u n 
tenance  I have m ore  des ired  th a n  they th a t  have 
m ost des ired  the  l igh t  of the sun. H is  words I  d id  
use to g a th e r  for  my food, a n d  for an t ido tes  against 
my fain tings. H e  h a th  h e ld  me, a n d  h a th  k ep t  me 
from  m ine  in iqu i t ie s ;  yea, my steps h a th  he s t ren g th 
e n e d  in  his way.

“ N ow, w hile  he  was in  discourse, his coun tenance  
changed ; his s t rong  m a n  bow ed  u n d e r  h im : a n d  
af te r  h e  h a d  said, T a k e  me, for  I come to  thee, he 
ceased to  be  seen of them .

“B u t  g lorious it  was to see how the o p en  region 
was f illed w ith  horses a n d  chariots ,  w ith  trum pe te rs  
a n d  pipers,  w ith  singers a n d  players u p o n  s tr inged  
in s trum ents ,  to  welcome the  p ilg rim s as they w en t  
up ,  a n d  followed one  a n o th e r  in  a t  the  b ea u t ifu l  
gate  of the  city.”

“L e t  me die the  d e a th  of the r ighteous, a n d  let 
my last en d  be like his!” (N um bers  23:1 Ob) •
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1. Rev. and Mrs. A rthur O. L ittle discuss w ith Mrs. W erner, Cradle Roll super
visor, plans for Baby Day a t First Church, Ludlow, K entucky. On th a t Sunday 
70 of 119 babies on the chu rch ’s Cradle Roll w ere p resent and 36 of them  w ere 
dedicated. The em phasis on babies has helped the entire  Sunday school of this 
church to grow, but particu larly  the N ursery D epartm ent and the Young M arried 
People’s Class, taught by Mrs. L ittle. The average attendance increased 42 in 
one year. The church shared in this grow th, w ith 55 new  m em bers received in 
a year, 52 of them  by profession of faith.

2. This year ‘‘Showers of Blessing,” the  radio voice of the  C hurch of the Naza- 
rene, celebrates its fifteenth anniversary. It is heard w eekly on over 365 stations 
in the  United States and 26 o ther countries. From  such short-w ave transm itters 
as that of the Far East Broadcasting Company a t M anila, Philippine Islands, seen 
in this picture from  the air, the program  is heard  around the world. Its sister 
program , “La Hora N azarena,” is heard th roughout m ost Spanish-speaking coun
tries. Dr. Russell V. DeLong has been the principal speaker and Professor Ray 
Moore has directed the radio choir since the beginning.

The Churcli in the I

3. Native girls arriv ing  for an annual P atru lhas m eeting in Portuguese East 
Africa. On th e ir heads they carry  their food, sleeping m ats and covers, and o ther 
personal possessions they will need during the  few  days’ camp. D uring the  m eet
ing the  girls, who have walked in as far as fifty miles, have classes in draw ing, 
personal hygiene, sewing, and o ther subjects, w ith pins and aw ards sim ilar to 
the  Caravan program . They learn to read through the Laubach methods. Daily 
evangelistic services bring them  the message of the  gospel. Miss M ary Cooper 
has been reaching the girls for Christ through these P atru lhas camps.
4. G eneral Superintendent H ardy C. Powers brought the address last year a t the 
dedication of the  new  science building a t Eastern Nazarene College, W ollaston, 
M assachusetts. This m ajor construction project, representing a to tal cost, including 
furnishings, of $485,000, is representative of the  building program  on all six of 
the  Nazarene college campuses in the  United States, as these colleges endeavor 
to provide for the rapidly increasing enrollm ent. A t the  sam e tim e, Canadian 
N azarene College in Red Deer, A lberta, and British Isles N azarene College (fo r
m erly H urlet Nazarene College) have been in the  throes of relocation problems. 
In this picture a t the science building dedication are Dr. Edw ard S. Mann, p resi
dent of Eastern Nazarene College; Mr. Amelio Della Chiesa, m ayor of Quincy, 
M assachusetts; G eneral S uperin tendent H ardy C. Powers; and Dr. E. E. Grosse, 
chairm an of the board of trustees.

5. M issionary societies have responded to calls fo 
in mission fields a round  the  world. This congregat 
m are di S tabia, Italy , happily  hold up clothing the 
A m erican Nazarenes.
6. An annual banquet has become a fea tu re  of 
N azarene Young People’s Society on m any of the 
M. G reathouse, pastor of F irs t Church, Nashville, 
w hen 1,050 young people gathered  in Long Bead 
Southern  C alifornia D istric t banquet. Rev. P au l 
of the  N.Y.P.S.
7. The C alvary C hurch in A m herst, Nova Scotia, 
from  the  G eneral C hurch Loan Fund in 1955. T 
church  had succeeded in purchasing  a parsonage ai 
b u t could not hand le  $4,000 in build ing  debts 
church  and parsonage. The m ortgage holder woi 
to take care of these bills. The C hurch Extension lc 
nesses a t low er in terest and th e  church  was plac 
The Division of C hurch Extension has now  loane 
churches since 1955 from  the  G eneral C hurch Loa 
m ore th an  300 churches since 1947 from  the  short
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H A M  T H E  
R E S U R R E C T IO N ,

and the L IF E ”
By PAUL T. CULBERTSON

Dean of the College, Pasadena College, Pasadena, California

T h e  W O R D S
“I am  the resurrection ,  a n d  the  life” were spoken 
by the  L o rd  Jesus C hris t  to  a cherished  friend , 
M a rth a .  She was grief-stricken because h e r  b ro ther ,  
Lazarus, h ad  died. H e r  sorrow was increased by 
h e r  belief th a t  Lazarus w o u ld  n o t  have  d ie d  if 
C h ris t  h ad  been  present.  A t  last w hen  Jesus came, 
H is  reassuring  words to  h e r  were, " T h y  b ro th e r  
shall rise aga in .” M a r th a  im pulsively responded , 
“ I know  th a t  he  shall rise aga in  in  the  resu rrec t ion  
a t  the  last day.” T o  this  a f f i rm a tio n  of fa i th  Jesus 
gave one  of the  greatest s ta tem ents  a b o u t  himself, 
“I  am  the  resurrect ion ,  a n d  the  life: he  th a t  b e 
lieved! in  me, th o u g h  he were dead ,  yet shall he 
live: a n d  whosoever liveth a n d  bel ieve th  in  m e shall 
never  die. Believest th o u  this?” (Jo h n  11:25-26)

Jesus Christ ,  in  dec la ring  th a t  H e  was “ the  resu r 
rec t io n ” a n d  “ the  life,” was dea l in g  w ith  them es 
th a t  are timeless a n d  timely. All m e n  in  all times 
a n d  in  al l  places have been  concerned  w ith  them . 
A n d  never  in  any age have  these issues been  m ore  
re levan t th a n  in  the  presen t a tom ic  era  w ith  its 
th rea ts  of w idespread  loss of life.

I AM THE LIFE!
A n an c ien t  book  in  the  H o ly  Bible raises th e  

un iversa l a n d  age-old ques tion ,  “ If  a m a n  die, shall 
h e  live aga in?” (Job  14:14) I t  is a long  t im e from  
the  day of J o b  to  the  tw en t ie th  cen tury .  Yet a 
th o u g h tfu l  m o d e rn  scholar  centers his a t te n t io n  on  
the  very issue w ith  w hich  J o b  was concerned . T h i s  
scholar  insists th a t  the  wi ll  is the  m ost pervasive 
a n d  dis t inctive fea tu re  of every in d iv id u a l ’s p e r 
sonality. W h a t ,  he asks, is the  u l t im a te  a n d  final 
f ru s t ra t io n  of every m a n ’s will? I t  is the g r im  a n d
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inescapable  fact of d ea th ,  w i th  its o m in o u s  mystery 
a n d  abso lu te  certa in ty .  C onsequen t ly ,  the  “will to  
im m o rta l i ty ”—the  u rge to  live o n  a n d  o n —is a 
m a jo r  m otive  of  every n o rm a l  p e rso n ’s life. T h e  
teachings of the  W o r d  of G od, from  b e g in n in g  to 
end ,  te n d  to  s u p p o r t  th is  conclusion.

O u r  L o rd  Jesus C hris t ,  th e  e te rn a l  Son of G od ,  
becam e m a n ;  lived a flawless, sinless life; spoke 
words of in c o m p arab le  t r u th ,  beau ty ,  a n d  a u t h o r 
ity; d ie d  a vicarious, a to n in g  d e a th  for  the  sins a n d  
sin of every m a n  o n  C a lv a ry ’s m id d le  cross; a n d  
arose from  the  dead  th a t  al l  m e n  m igh t ,  by fa i th  
in  H im ,  have e te rn a l  life. H e  dec la red  th a t  H e  
cam e th a t  each of  us “m ig h t  have  life, a n d  . . . have 
it  m ore  a b u n d a n t ly ” ( J o h n  10:10).

T h i s  e te rna l  life is a g ift of G od. I t  is n o t  a 
m ere  ex tens ion  of m a n ’s n a tu ra l  h u m a n  existence. 
E te rn a l  life is vastly d if fe ren t  f ro m  the  o rgan ic  life 
w hich  m a n  shares w ith  all l iv ing  organism s. I t  is 
qua l i ta twe ly  di f ferent  in k i n d ,  a n d  is a present  pos
session  of each one  w ho  places his  fa i th  in  th e  L o rd  
Jesus Chris t  as S aviour  a n d  L o rd .  A n d  this  e te rn a l  
life will e n d u re  forever as we c o n t in u e  in  fa i th fu l  
a n d  o b ed ien t  re la t io n sh ip  to  H im .

Yes, o u r  L o rd  Jesus C hr is t  cam e to  fulfill the  “will 
to  im m o rta l i ty ” in  every m a n ’s life. H e  co n q u e red  
dea th ,  a n d  “b ro u g h t  life a n d  im m o rta l i ty  to  l igh t  
th ro u g h  the  gospel” ( I I  T im o t h y  1:10).  Satan , 
w ho  wields the  p ow er  of  d e a th ,  is a defea ted  foe; 
a n d  C h r is t  has m ade  am p le  prov is ion  to  “ . . . d e 
live r  th e m  w ho th ro u g h  fea r  o f  d e a th  were all th e i r  
l i fe t im e subject to  b o n d a g e ” (H ebrew s 2:14-15). 
Indeed ,  o u r  L o rd  Jesus C h r is t  is T h e  Li fe!

I AM THE RESURRECTION!
B u t  n o t  on ly  so; H e  is also “ the  re su rrec t ion .” 

H is  ow n resu rrec t ion  f rom  the  d e a d  is the  g u a ra n te e  
of the  resu rrec t ion  of  al l  w ho  d ie  t ru s t in g  in  H is



saving grace. H e becam e the  “ firstfruits of them  
that slept” an d  “so in C h r is t  shall all be  m ade  
alive’’ (I C o r in th ian s  15:20-23).

The resurrection of the body a n d  the r e u n i t in g  
of body and  soul is one  of the  u n iq u e  purposes of 
God revealed in the C h r is t ian  faith. All forms of 
pantheism, in con tras t  to C hris t ian i ty ,  have as a 
major aim the loss of in d iv id u a l i ty  a n d  the dis
solution of personality . Each in d iv id u a l  person, 
pantheists say, is to  be abso rbed  in to  some g rea t 
impersonal cosmic force as a d ro p  of w ate r  is lost 
as it falls in to  the ocean.

Such a view regard ing  the  final ou tcom e of m a n ’s 
personal existence is in  com plete  con tras t  an d  o p 
position to the C hr is t ian  view. C rea ted  as persons 
and as individuals  by God, it is His pu rp o se  tha t  
we shall all be increasingly  fu lfi l led  as persons, 
and as individuals,  th r o u g h o u t  all e tern ity .  In  
deeper and deeper  fellowship  a n d  c o m m u n ic a t io n  
with Him, an d  w ith  one an o th er ,  each C hr is t ian  
shall be increasingly con fo rm ed  to the  im age of 
God’s dear Son, o u r  Saviour.

But by w hat m eans shall we be able to fellow
ship with H im  an d  w ith  one  a n o th e r  forever? H ow  
shall we be able to  find increasing fu lf i l lm en t of 
God’s purposes for o u r  in d iv id u a l  lives? T h e  a n 
swer: We shall have redeem ed, glorified bodies as 
instruments of u n e n d in g  fellowship  a n d  en h a n ce d  
capacity for com m unica t ion .  T h u s ,  deeply  u n i te d  
in fellowship a ro u n d  those values which u lt im ate ly  
matter most an d  which will last forever, a n d  in 
conscious, personal fellowship  w ith  o u r  liv ing L o rd

a n d  one ano ther ,  we shall be increasingly trans
figured in to  the d iv ine  image from  glory to  glory. 
T h i s  is the “e n d ” for which each fa ith fu l  follower 
of o u r  M aster  confiden tly  a n d  expectan tly  lives. 

JESUS IS THE ANSWER!
D u rin g  the M iddle  Ages a curious co m b in a t io n  

of science an d  ph ilosophy  know n  as alchemy ex
cited m u c h  interest.  T h e  alchemists had  three 
goals. T h e y  sough t for, first, a “p h i lo so p h e r ’s 
s tone” by w hich  lead m igh t  easily be changed  in to  
gold; second, a “ universal so lven t” which could  
dissolve inso lub le  substances; and, th ird ,  an “E lix ir  
of Life,” which w ould  insure p e rp e tu a l  youth.

T hese  goals of the  alchemists signify three of 
m a n ’s basic needs: a so lu t ion  to the p rob lem  of 
sin, some means of resolving p roblem s in in te r 
personal rela tionsh ips ,  an d  satisfaction of the will 
to im m orta li ty .

In  Jesus Chris t  a lone is fo u n d  the answer to these 
ir reduc ib le  needs of every m an. O nly  th ro u g h  the 
merits  of His a to n e m e n t  can gu il t  be rem itted ,  an d  
o u r  sinful na tu re s  be cleansed of the ir  defilement. 
In C h r is t ’s in c om parab le  teachings are found  the 
p r incip les  which will resolve every p ro b lem  in 
h u m a n  rela tionships .  A n d  the gift of e te rna l  life 
a n d  the living assurance of resurrection  from the 
dead, based on H is t r iu m p h  over dea th ,  hell,  and  
the  grave, g u a ra n tee  a g lorious a n d  u n e n d in g  fu 
ture. Christ is the E l i x ir  of  Li fe!  H e  is the R e su r 
rection! H e  is “ the life.” W ha t ,  then ,  is your  re
sponse to H is persis tent ques tion ,  “Believest thou  
this?” (Jo h n  11:26) •

V
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I
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t,monies of dying saints
Com piled by F.ari. C. W o lf

George Fox
Death came to George Fox, the  famous Q uaker, in London on January  11, 

1691. He m et death  with an undistu rbed  faith and heroic spirit. Just a 
little  before the end he said, “All is well; the  Seed of God reigns over all, 
and over death itself.”

John Wesley
On March 1, 1791, John  Wesley spent his last evening on earth . Friends 

were gathered around his bed. He gave careful directions for his funeral, and 
afte r lying silent for a while he whispered, “T h e  best of all is, God is with us.” 
T h en , raising his hand, he cried once more, like a soldier shouting in an hour 
of victory, “T H E  BEST OF ALL IS, GOD IS W IT H  US.” T h e  silence of 
the  n igh t hours was broken by words of praise. On the m orning of March 2, 
1791, Jo h n  Wesley concluded his earth ly  journey.
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h a t  a m ean ing fu l  phrase is the  them e above! 
T h e  very words have a r in g  to them ; there  is ab o u t  
them  the very a tm osphere  of ap p ro a ch in g  rad iance 
a n d  l igh t a f te r  the  darkness of the  long  n ig h t  is 
past.

In  T i tu s  2; 13 the  A postle  P au l describes the  
C hris t ian  as “ looking for th a t  blessed hope,  an d  
the g lorious ap p e a r in g  of the g rea t  G od  an d  o u r  
Saviour Jesus C hr is t .” T h e  p ic tu re  is of the  watcher 
w ait ing  for the long n ig h t  to end , a n d  for the  b reak  
of day to  come: the  sufferer on  the  couch, the  w a tch 
m an  on  the  wall, the sa ilo r  on  the sea, look ing  h o p e 
fully, perhaps  desperately, for darkness to  give 
way to dawn.

Finally, the first p ro b in g  fingers of rose an d  a m 
ber  reach u p  and  caress the clouds; the  velvet dark  
shades first to gray, th e n  rose-pink; soon the  m aster  
of the sky—the s u n —leaps above the  horizon  an d  
begins his c ircu it  of the  heavens, a n d  w ith  the new 
day come new courage, new  strength ,  an d  b r ig h t  
promise.

Darkness Still Holds Sway
T h e  day of G o d ’s k ingdom  has n o t  yet daw ned; 

the p r ince  of darkness still ho lds sway. Sin, v io
lence, crime, an d  cruelty  stalk  the  la n d  a n d  the 
te r ro r  of darkness is on  every side. Som eone has 
p ic tu red  life as a seashore li t te red  w ith  the  wreck
age of b roken  hopes an d  dreams. I f  one  cou ld  i n 
deed take a spaceship to the m o o n  a n d  look back 
011 ear th ly  scenes, w ha t  w ou ld  he  see? T h e  h o r ro r  
of w arfare  a n d  h a t r e d —the  b itterness  of m a n ’s 
crue lty  to m a n —the in jus tice  of p re jud ice  a n d  dis
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d a in  for  o th e rs—the  fear  of d rea d  new  w eapons  of 
d es t ru c t io n —the  com ple te  fa i lu re  of m a n ’s a t te m p t  
to ex tr ica te  h im self  f rom  the  m aze of his  own 
b lunde rings .

H o w  u t te r ly  have m e n  fa iled  in  the  crisis of o u r  
days! W i th in  the life t im e of the  w ri te r  have b een  
fough t two wars to  e n d  war, a n d  n u m e ro u s  lesser 
tr ials by com bat.  D esp ite  all o u r  efforts a n d  p r o p a 
g a n d a  slogans, the  w orld  is now  in  the  icy g r ip  of 
a cold  w ar  th a t  can  e r u p t  any  in s ta n t  in  the  h o lo 
caust of to ta l war, p e rh a p s  the  first w ar  to  en d  
w ar  because no  w arrio rs  can survive. Science can 
p ro d u ce  m o re  h igh ly  efficient forces of des truc tion ,  
b u t  science ca n n o t  p ro d u ce  b e t te r  m en. M e n  of 
g rea t  know ledge can  release the  a tom , b u t  w ho  
will release m a n  from  the  perils  of his ow n d e
p raved  n a tu re !  C o m fo r t in g  th o u g h t  th a t  a m a d 
m a n ,  o r  a boy, a t  the  contro ls  of a je t  b o m b e r  can 
tr igger the  des tru c t io n  of m a n k in d !

O u r  cities a n d  o u r  civ iliza tion  are m odels  of ef
ficiency, a n d  we have a gadge t for every challenge. 
W e  push  b u t to n s  a n d  grea t,  sh in in g  genies o f  in 
dustry ,  travel, a n d  p ro g ra m in g  rise u p  a n d  go  to  
w ork  for  us. D esp ite  th e  conveniences a n d  com 
forts of the  day, we consum e aspirins  a n d  tran q u i l-  
iz ing pills by the  th o u sa n d s  of  tons a n n u a l ly ,  a n d  
yet the  w orld  still has  a g igan tic  h eadache  a n d  a 
sh a t te r in g  case of cosmic ji t ters .

W e have m ore college s tu d e n ts  th a n  ever in  the 
history  of o u r  na t io n ,  a n d  we spend  m o re  b il l ions 
on  y o u th  every year, w h ile  ju v e n i le  d e l in q u en c y  
m u lt ip l ie s  apace a n d  every g en e ra t io n  goes beyond



the pas t  in  disrespect for law  a n d  co m m o n  decency.
G re a t  revivals of p o p u la r  re l ig ion  m ake  the 

headlines, b u t  the re  is no  less cr im e to repo r t ,  a n d  
the d ivorce ra te  ever increases while  hom e life 
breaks d o w n  m o re  an d  more. C h u rc h  m e m b ersh ip  
is on  the  increase, b u t  so are p e r  cap ita  l iq u o r  con 
sum ption  a n d  the  p u b l is h in g  of l i terary  filth.

Sustained by the Glorious Hope 
T h e  ch i ld  of G od  knows all this a n d  m ore.  H e  

is still no t  d a u n te d ,  fo r  his h ea d  is h igh  a n d  his eyes 
are still looking  far  above ea r th ly  horizons; he  is 
“looking for . . . the  g lorious a p p e a r in g  of the 
great G od a n d  o u r  Saviour Jesus C hr is t .” S usta ined  
by tha t  g lorious hope, he  has courage to endure ,  
peace in  the  m ids t  of chaos, a n d  pow er  in  the  h o u r  
of tem p ta tion .

He does n o t  d ivorce h im self  from  the com m on 
woes of m an ; in  fact, he  is sub ject  to  every test th a t  
life imposes. “ M a n  is b o rn  u n to  troub le ,  as the 
sparks fly u p w a rd ,” cries Jo b .  In  the  h osp ita l  w ard  
of a great city w here  I h a d  gone to p ray  w ith  a dea r  
child of G od  suffering from  a m a l ig n a n t  cancer 
that the doctors cou ld  n o t  cure, I was blessed im 
measurably as she sm iled  a n d  ch a t ted  w ith  her  
doctor in com plete  serenity  of soul. A b r i l l i a n t  
specialist in his field, he to ld  me of his h igh  regard  
for her  C hr is t ian  test im ony a n d  the  sweet sp ir i t  
that made h e r  life a ben ed ic t io n  to  all a b o u t  her. 
She was susta ined by o u r  “g lorious h o p e .”

Long ago R ic h a rd  B ax te r  said, “You can shu t  
us up in prisons, sh u t  us o u t  of you r  ch u rch  a n d  
kingdom, b u t  shu t  us o u t  of heaven  if you can— 
you can kill o u r  bodies, b u t  try w h e th e r  you can 
reach our  souls.”

Sustained by o u r  g lorious hope,  the  C hr is t ian  has 
serenity of soul w h en  all a b o u t  h im  is the frenzy 
of worry and  fear. “ My peace I give u n to  yo u ,” said 
Jesus. W h a t  peace a n d  sereneness d id  the  Son of 
God manifest! U nflustered ,  u n h u r r ie d ,  the  Son 
of God went qu ie tly  on  H is way, p e r fo rm in g  H is 
mission of redem ption .  W e too, w ith  a sense of 
mission and  a sure fa i th  in  G o d ’s providence,  are 
kept in peace despite  the chaos of o u r  day.

There is s treng th  in the  h o u r  of tem p ta t io n .  Be
lieving in the g lorious hope  a n d  a n t ic ip a t in g  His 
coming, there is s t reng th  to resist, pow er  to endu re .  
In these days of g rea t stress on  “go-power” the  ch i ld  
of God has “no-power.” H e  can say, “ N o ,” to ex 
pediency, dishonesty, im p u r i ty ,  an d  trickery. H is is 
the power to say, “ N o ,” th a t  is en g e n d e red  of a 
blessed hope. Jesus may come today! W o u ld  I be 
found doing an  u n w o rth y  th ing ,  t rave ling  a fo r 
bidden w'ay? Living “soberly, r ighteously, a n d  god 
ly, in this present w orld ,” says Paul,  comes of 
"looking for tha t  blessed hope, a n d  the  g lorious

ap p e a r in g  of the  grea t  G od  an d  o u r  Saviour Jesus 
C hr is t .”

The Glorious Hope Realized
T h e  day is coming, declares the  ch i ld  of God, 

w hen  the na t ions  of the w orld  will learn  w ar no 
longer. T h e  day is com ing w'hen “Holiness u n to  
the  L o r d ” shall be on  the bells of the horses; yea, 
every p o t  in Jerusalem, and  “in Judah ,  shall be h o l i 
ness u n to  the L o rd  of hosts .” I see a day com ing 
w hen  Jesus, once despised, ha ted ,  an d  crucified, 
shall be acknow ledged  as King of Kings a n d  L o rd  
of Lords.

B r i n g  f o r t h  t he  royal  d ia d e m ,
A n d  c r ow n  H i m  L o r d  o f  all.

I n  the  O ld  T e s ta m e n t  days it was the cus tom  for 
the  hera lds  to s tand  u p o n  the M o u n t  of Olives, 
s tra igh t  east from  Je rusa lem  an d  the T e m p le  site 
across the valley of K idron , an d  watch for the new 
day to begin  the Feast of T r u m p e ts  a n d  usher  in 
the new ca lendar  year. In  the T e m p le  area the 
priest w aited  for the  first c lar ion  call of the t r u m 
pets before offering the first sacrifices of the new 
year. O n  the  h igh  em inence  of the  M o u n t  of Olives, 
the  hera lds  w atched  over the hills of M oab  for the 
b reak  of day. Even before the sun appeared ,  the 
ligh t  of his a p p e a r in g  w ould  touch  the face of the 
mistress of the skies, the m oon, a n d  a perceptib le  
change took place “ in the  tw inkling  of an  eye.” 
T h e n  sounded  the b last of the t ru m p e ts  an d  the 
priests a n n o u n c e d  the daw n  of a new year.

T h a t  is precisely w h a t  Jesus said  in  the New 
T e s ta m e n t .  “ H e  shall send his angels w ith  a great 
so u n d  of a t ru m p e t ,  a n d  they shall g a th e r  toge ther  
his elect from  . . . one e n d  of heaven to the  o th e r” 
(Matthew' 24:-51) . “ In  a m o m e n t ,” said Paul,  “ in 
the tw ink l ing  of an  eye, a t  the  last t ru m p ;  for the 
t ru m p e t  sha ll  sound , a n d  the dead  shall be raised 
in co rru p t ib le ,  a n d  we shall be cha n g ed ” (I C o r in 
th ians  15:52).

“ For the L o rd  h imself  shall descend from heaven 
w ith  a shout,  w ith  the  voice of the archangel,  an d  
w ith  the  t r u m p  of G od: an d  the dead  in C hris t  shall 
rise first: then  we w hich are alive an d  rem a in  shall 
be caugh t u p  toge ther  w ith  them  in the clouds, to 
m eet the L o rd  in the air: an d  so shall we ever be 
w ith  the Lord .  W herefo re  com fort  one a n o th e r  
w'ith these w ords” (I T hessa lon ians  4:16-18).

T h a t  is the g lorious hope  of the C hris t ian .  W h e n  
the  shadow's of evening fall, the pa rch ing  fevers of 
life are past, the  c lam or  of e a r th ’s voices forever 
hushed , o u r  last b it  of wrork done,  we shall see the 
k in g  in all H is  beauty, an d  h ea r  from  His lips as 
we s tand  before H im ,  face to face: “W ell  done, 
th o u  good a n d  fa i th fu l  servant: . . . en te r  thou  
in to  the  joy of thy L o rd .” •



MISLED
B y  Cj C O T ^ C  W .  P n v e t t ,  J t . Pastor, Huffman Church of the Nazarene, B irm ingham , A labam a

N O N - C H R I S T I A N ,  whose business was the 
r " \  m a n u fa c tu re  of various soap products ,  

" ’as w alk ing  dow n  the  street w ith  a m in 
ister. T h e  businessm an said, “T h e  gospel you 
p reach  has n o t  done  m u c h  good in the world. I 
see lots of wickedness an d  wicked peop le .” T h e  
p reacher  m a d e  no  im m ed ia te  com m ent ,  b u t  the  two 
soon passed a ch i ld  th a t  was p lay ing  in  a yard, 
m a k in g  m u d  pies. H e  was very d irty , his ch u b b y  
h an d s  a n d  face sm eared  w ith  black ea r th .  T h e  
p reacher  then  said to his friend, “Soap h a s n ’t done  
m uch  good in the world, I see, for the re  is still so 
m uch  d i r t  a n d  m any  d ir ty  peop le .” “O h, well,” 
answered the  m a n u fa c tu re r ,  “soap is useful only 
w hen  i t ’s a p p l ie d .” “Exactly ,” was the  m in is te r ’s 
reply; “so it is w ith  the gospel we p roc la im .”
Many W ill Be Misled 

Jesus p la in ly  teaches us th a t  m any  w ho have 
failed to app ly  the gospel to  life a n d  c o n d u c t  will 
experience a ru d e  aw ak en in g  in  the day of ju d g 
m ent.  H is p e n e tr a t in g  words, “N o t  every one  th a t  
sa i th  u n to  me, Lord ,  L ord ,  shall en te r  in to  the 
k ingdom  of heaven, . . .” (M a tth ew  7 :21) ,  exp lode  
the m odern is t ic  no t ion  th a t  a loving L o rd  will n o t  
condem n  any of H is crea tion  to  everlast ing  p u n ish 
m ent.  M any ta len ted ,  in f luen tia l ,  b u t  deceived 
persons will desperate ly  p lead  th e ir  cause in the 
last day only to hear , “ I never knew  you: d e p a r t  
f rom  me, ye th a t  w ork  in iq u i ty ” (M atthew  7:23).

T h e  sa in ted  G ene ra l  Booth  p rophetica l ly  said: 
“ I am  of the  o p in io n  th a t  the  chief dangers  w hich  
con fron t  the  com ing  cen tu ry  will be a religion 
w ith o u t  the Holy Spirit,  C hr is t ian i ty  w i th o u t  
Christ ,  forgiveness w i th o u t  repen tance ,  sa lvation  
w ith o u t  regeneration ,  polit ics w ith o u t  G od, a n d  
heaven  w i th o u t  hell .” M any today recite p o p u la r  
C hr is t ian  phraseology while  the ir  lives are d isgust
ingly devoid  of gen u in e  piety. T h e y  dwell in the

shadowy su b u rb s  of  the  K ingdom , “h av in g  a fo rm  of 
godliness, b u t  deny ing  the  p o w er  the reo f” ( II  T im o  
thy 3 :5 ) .  Skirt ing  all unsavory  e th ica l requ irem en ts  
a n d  b e n t  on  “keep in g  u p  app e a ran c es ,” they reduce 
the  dynam ic  gospel to  an  em p ty  sen tim en ta l i ty ,  
Even though  such a person  ren d e rs  v a lu ab le  services 
to  the  C hr is t ian  cause, his gifts will no t  save a soul, 
a n d  the  r igh teous Ju d g e  will reveal his life to  have 
been  a disgraceful sh a m —th a t  he  has been  a wolf 
in sheep’s c lothing.
You Need Not Be Misled

However, we need  n o t  be  m isled  a b o u t  o u r  r e 
la t io n sh ip  w ith  G o d  ( I I  T im o th y  2 :19) .  I f  we 
honestly  d ig  dow n in  just if ica tion  a n d  go d ee p e r  
in to  en t ire  sanctification, we shall b u i ld  o u r  lives, 
on  the Rock, C hris t  Jesus. W i th  this fo u n d a t io n  
of fa i th  in a n d  obed ience  to  H is  W o rd ,  the  will of 
G od  will become o u r  su p re m e  concern. W e  lea rn  
th a t  His will is good, acceptab le ,  a n d  perfec t 
(R o m a n s  12:2) because H e wills o u r  sa lvation  
(Jo h n  6 :40) ,  o u r  sanctif ication  (I T h essa lon ians  

4 :3 ) ,  th a t  we be th a n k fu l  (I T h essa lon ians  5 :1 8 ) ,  
a n d  th a t  we m ake  it to  heaven  ( Jo h n  17:24). I f  
things arc d a rk  to  us sp ir i tua l ly ,  it is because of 
d isobedience to His will.

Does you r  re lig ion m ee t  the  e n t ra n ce  r e q u i r e 
m ents  of the K ingdom ? T h e  passport  to parad ise  
is n o t  a profession or  a procession b u t  the  possession 
of a living fa i th  in a l iv ing  P erson—the L o rd  Jesus 
Christ .  T h is  is a l ife -changing  experience,  for we 
believe th a t  “w hen  a m a n  is a C hris t ian ,  even his 
cat a n d  his dog  know  i t ” (Joseph  N e w t o n ) . T h e  
ded ica ted  disciple will walk in  the  “m ore  excel len t  
way” of perfect love to w ard  G o d  a n d  his fellow 
m an .  H is God-given pow er  for good  a n d  his im 
pact on  o thers  will insp ire  th e m  to  excla im : “W h e n  
he took his leave, I fo u n d  G o d ’s fo o tp r in ts  on  my 
floor!” (T agore ,  a poet  of Ind ia .)  •



S TA TE M E N T OF BELIEF

1 .

2 ,

3 .

4 .

5 .

7 .

8.

That there is one God—the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
That the Old and New Testament Scriptures, 
given by plenary inspiration,
contain all truth necessary to faith and Christian living.
That man is born with a fallen nature, and is, therefore, 
inclined to evil, and that continually.
That the finally impenitent are hopelessly and eternally lost. 
That the atonement through Jesus Christ 
is for the whole human race;
and that whosoever repents and believes on the Lord Jesus Christ 
is justified and regenerated and saved from the dominion of sin. 
That believers are to be sanctified wholly,
subsequent to regeneration, through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
That the Holy Spirit bears witness to the new birth, 
and also to the entire sanctification of believers.
That our Lord will return, the dead will be raised, 
and the final judgment will take place.

-MANUAL, pages 35-36, Part Two

REU ON
I think I know what joy ’twill be 

To finally see my Saviour’s face—
Like trudging through a long, dark night, 

And then His smile—His warm embrace! 
So many things we’ll talk about 

Veiled by the years from human eye, 
And all that seemed a heartbreak here 

Will be so trivial by and by.
My “God shall wipe away all tears”;

His presence shall transform each pain 
That marked my way in this old world 

Into sweet, everlasting gain!

By FRANCES B. E R I C K S O N

fREE N ew  1980 MASTER BUYING GUIDE
H ere 's your treasu re  trove of religious supplies, fully 
illustrated  an d  carefu lly  described  . . . Bibles . . . books 
. . . booklets . . . tracts . . . S.S. supp lies . . . church 
equ ipm ent . . . m usic . . . records . . . gifts . . . aw ard s . 
S im ply till in the h a n d y  coupon below  an d  m ail 
TODAY.

S E C O N D  P R I N TI N G by  Popular  De mand  
TORNADO IN THE SKY, by T. W. W illingham  
A d ram atic  p rophetic s tudy  focused on current world 
conditions an d  the im pending crisis, all in the light of 
Biblical revelation . From its very  outset you 'll find it 
both intriguing an d  frightening! The an a lo g y  of a  
sw irling  tonado  will hold your in terest to the very  end. 
67 p ag es , p a p e r  P ostpaid , ONLY S I.00

Clip  and M ail A T  ONCE

N am e.

Address .

C ity . . Z one_ _State-

□  Please send 1960  M A S T ER  BU Y IN G  G U ID E .

□  Please send _____  copies of TORNADO IN  T H E  S K Y  a t $ 1 .0 0  each,

for which I have enclosed $ _____________________________

N azaren e  Publishing House
2923 Troost, Box 527 • Kansas C ity  41 , Missouri
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I. G. M.

The Eastern Gate
COPYR10HT, 1*18, BY I. 0 . MARTIN. RENEWAL 

NA2ARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE, OWNER Air. by I. G. Martin

fcC m- d -

1. I will meet yon in the morn-ing, Jnst in - side the East-ern Gate,
2. If yon has-ten off to glo - ry, Lin - ger near the East-ern Gate,
3. Keep your lamps all trimmed and burning. For the Bridegroom watch and wait,
4. 0  the joys of that glad meet - ing With the saints who for us wait,
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Then be read-y, faith-fnl pil - grim, Lest with you it be too late. 
For I’m com-ing in the morn - ing. So you’ll not have long to wait. 
He’ll be with us at the meet - ing, Jnst in • side the East-ern Gate. 
What a bless-ed hap-py m eet-ing, Just in - side the East-ern Gate.
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