
wire, "Christmas G ift!” He took great pride in being the first to give 

this greeting to our household.

The origin of this Christmas greeting is unknown to me, but I sus

pect it goes back into "Merrie Kngland," whence my mother's family 

came. But in thinking of it, I feel that it speaks the deep meaning of

c x z s f 1®

General Superintendent Benner

Christmas, and finds its scriptural counterpart in Paul's exultant utter

ance, “Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.”

At this season we rejoice in the original revelation ol God’s G ift— 

the Nativity, with its shining glory, its song ol praise, its angel-message, 

and its worshiping shepherds. But the practical essence ol this Gift is 

found, not in one distant day when Christ came to earth, but in the 

glorious fact of 11 is continuous inc arnation in redeemed human hearts: 

“Christ in you, the hope of glory.”

Here is a reality that cannot be compassed by one day of special 

observance. This abiding presence of Christ carries the blessed truth 

of Christmas into every day of the year. It is this which inseparably 

links Christmas to Pentecost, for the Holy Spirit comes in His fullness, 

not just to reveal himself, but in the deeper sense, to reveal Jesus Christ 

to the sanctified heart. Thus it is that Paid prays, “that Christ may 

dwell [make His home] in vour hearts by laith."

Glorious reality! Christ living "in our hearts" day after clay! 

David Alexander MacLennan writes ol this: "Is not the only way in 

which a person can really dwell with us through residence ‘in our 

hearts’? . . .  A person mav live in the same house with us . . . and yet 

emotionally and spiritually live miles removed from us. Conversely, a 

person mav live thousands ol miles from us . . . for months, even years, 

and yet live with us.”*

Thus, while we cannot see Christ physically, we can know His 

presence “in our hearts,” and every morning can be an appropriate 

time to say, “Christmas G ift!”
* In  "Joyous A dventure ," Harper & Brothers, N .Y .



Telegram
Louisville, Kentucky—B r o a d w a y  

Church concludes successful eight 
ireeks' Sunday-school crusade with 
1.006 attendants on Rally Day. The 
Broadway Church is surging ahead 
under the aggressive leadership of 
Rev. Dennis E. Wyrick, pastor.— 
D. D. Lewis, Superintendent of Ken
tucky District.

Evangelist Noble E. Bcrryhill sends 
word that lie has left the field to ac
cept the pastorate of Brentwood Church 
in Portland, Oregon.

Pastor Murray ). Pallett sends word 
from Billings. Montana: “Partially com
pleted educational building for First 
Church, at new location, completely de
stroyed by lire. Wednesday morning. 
Xoveinber lJl: caused by explosion of 
temporary heater. I.oss of .<20.000.00 
fully covered by insurance. I.oss keenly 
felt by members who donated labor. 
Present plans are to rebuild immediate
ly."

Pastor Ralph Ahlcmann sends word 
from Orlando. Florida: "Central Church 
makes both goals Sunday. November 18: 
34 7 in Sunday school, S2,057.00 in 
Thanksgiving Offering. Great altar ser
vile in evening.’'

Pastor J. I). Poole sends word that 
First Church, Youngstown, Ohio, raised 
more than S2.fi00.00 in their Thanks
giving Offering for missions, without 
any special pressure.

Pastor James C. Hester sends word 
from Chicago, Illinois: "Austin Church 
breaks record with in attendance
on November IS. and S2.I20.00 in the 
Thanksgiving Offering. Cod continues 
to bless this great church."

Rev. Wendell Richie has resigned as 
pastor of the church at Howard to ac
cept the pastorate of the church in Eu
reka, Kansas.

Pastor Ellwood W. Munger sends word 
from Los Angeles. California: “Glassel 
Park Church of the Nazarene just closed 
our effort in the (Inisliati life  maga
zine Sunday-school contest. Against a 
256 average last year, we averaged 869 
during the si\-Sunday contest and closed 
with 1,417 present and 22 busfuls. Noth
ing spectacular, just the people all out 
at work. They made 36.000 visitation 
contacts. We give Cod the glory.”

Dr. C. Warren Jones reports: “On 
November 18 we closed the longest and 
one of the best tours in twenty years, 
covering seven weeks and eight Sundays, 
through the Midwest, the East, and 
across Virginia and Tennessee on my 
way home. Am convinced that we have
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a great people and that God is with us. 
We are sure of a great thank offering 
which will give us a fine start on the 
(|uadrennium in our Crusade for Souls."

Zone President Harold E. Platter sends 
a report: “Wonderful Dayton [Ohio] 
/.one Youth Rallv. November 18, with 
missionary emphasis. Dr. Remiss Rch- 
feldt preached with compassion and 
persuasion; fifty-six young people pre
sented themselves to God and His call, 
around the altar. Fears of blessed con
secration and raised hands of devotion 
told all the congregation of the spirit
ual depth of our Nazarene youth. Dav- 
ton First Church and Donald E. Snow, 
pastor, were gracious hosts; eighteen 
churches co-operated in this endeavor."

NOT FAR AWAY!
By LYLE PRESCOTT 

An easy thing it is to talk 
Of Bethlehem far away,

Of Jesus’ birth and ministry 
In so remote a day,

Until the wondrous, vital fact 
That Jesus still is real 

Is not in truth believed today— 
For who can Jesus feel?

Ah. this is where I speak mu 
heart.

And speak whereof I know: 
That Jesus, born in Bethlehem, 

Walks still where'er I go:
For He who came to seek the 

lost
Has come to reign in  me.

The lost is found, the dead is 
raised—

Christ lives eternally!

Homespun Meditations:

None !o Spare
By PAULINE E. SPRAY

Sp arta , Michigan 

I here were seven of us children at 
home. Mom reallv had her heart and 
hands full. But if anyone asked her 
which of us she would part with, she 
would always answer, “I haven’t a one 
to spare.”

She loved each of us, individually. 
We were all different and she needed 
each of our personalities. The absence 
of any one of us would have left the 
family unit incomplete.

Our Heavenly Parent has need of 
each of us, too. We have a definite 
place in His kingdom to fill. He needs 
those with great talent; He needs those 
with financial security; He needs the 
highly cultured and well-educated; He 
needs the poorest of us. and the seem
ingly untalented, as well. He needs our 
smiles and friendly handshakes. Per
haps there is not more than the “widow's 
mite,” but He has need of that too.

Jesus, when entering Jerusalem, gave 
instructions to the disciples to bring the 
untrained colt to Him. He gave the 
disciples a reason for His desire of 
the humble creature’s services. He said, 
“The Lord hath need of him.”

No matter how insignificant we may 
feel, the I.ord has a place in His heart 
and service for every individual. He 
cannot do without a one of us. He 
has “none to spare.”

The Christmas Glow
In Bethlehem the Child teas bom, 

The angels sang it long ago;
Now bells proclaim it Christmas 

morn.
And hearts are like the star, 

aglow—
The Saviour lives to keep them so!

—Nellie Amos
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o d  A fe w s  I c / i  B a d  T i m e s /

By Evangelist Bernie Smith 
Harrisburg, Illinois

The days were dark.

The times were terrible.

The people were perplexed.

The tottering throne of Ahaz afforded little 

comfort to a nation wrapped in fear. Facts are 

stubborn. And the factual truth was that the king 

was weak and wicked, steeped in idolatry, and had 

refused to harken unto God’s prophet or the 

prophet’s God. The people knew what it was to 

live with the daily dread of defeat and downfall, 

invasion and conquest. Each moment they were 

spared was a monument of mercy. Isaiah came to 

Ahaz and urged him  to depend upon God and not 

to seek foreign aid, but the king thought collusion 

was the answer—but collusion led to collision!

So the people knew what it meant to fear the 

coining of an enemy. Many times they had feared 

that the enemy would sweep down upon them like 

the flaming flight of a comet, shedding terror from 

its fiery train. As merciless as a madman and as 

pitiless as poison, he would suddenly strike. The 

people knew what it was to fear that at any mo

ment they might see the flashing of a thousand 

swords and hear the rumblings of the chariots of 

war and the crushing cries of the enemy—then 

the blood would flow and death would have a 

feast. Continual appointment with disappointment 

seemed inevitable. The times were bad, but good 

news was coming! The living, limitless, loving God 

was still on His throne, and was about to speak 

through His prophet.

God told His secrets to the prophet! W ith  his 

heart aflame, the prophet stood as a tower of power 

as truth triumphant fell from his tongue:

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: 
and the government shall he upon his shoulder: and 
his name shall be called W onderful, Counsellor, 
The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The 
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government 
and peace there shall be no end, xipon the throne 
of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to 
establish it with judgment and with justice from 
henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of 
hosts will perforin this (Isa. 9:6-7) .

Thus spoke the prophet of the Davidic descent 

and royal reign of the coming King and Conqueror. 

So spoke the prophet with good news for bad times. 
# # #

And now let us move from the past to the present. 

How shall we describe it? What kind of pictures 

does this world present?

The days arc dark—times are terrible—people are 

perplexed! Uncertainty, pressure, and fear char

acterize much of the thinking of modern man. Man 

has not learned how to “build Rome in a day,” 

but he has learned how to wreck the world in an 

hour. Ghastly weapons of war, unthinkable whole

sale death, and fantastic methods of destruction— 

"these awful secrets we have wrested from nature” 

(Churchill) —have caused man to reflect that lie is 

here today and may be gone today.

And these are dark days for world economy. 

How long can nations continue at their present 

economic pace? Some observers say that we are 

walking an economic gangplank. They warn the 

worshipers of wealth that we are on a dead-end 

street, saying that the economic framework of na

tions cannot continue under the present burden. 

But even the best economists disagree about it all. 

The answer is elusive, and leaves a dark picture.

And it is true these are terrible times. Sin is com

monplace and even fashionable. A sin-crazed world 

has not stopped to consider that it was sin that 

destroyed the liberties of early Greece; it was sin 

that crumbled the Roman Empire, and today whole 

nations are living witnesses to the evil effects of sin.

Many are having the fling of the flesh without 

recalling the Biblical exhibitions of sin and its 

certain consequences. They hope to “have their 

cake and eat it too.” They seemingly forget that 

sin is a bubble that is brightest just before it bursts.

Sin! How terrible it is as it “hates and hardens 

and hisses and hurts and hampers and hurls down 

to a heartless hell!”

Sin! How terrible it is as it scars and sears and 

saddens and smites and scorns and stains and stag

nates and scoffs and strangles and sours and sullies 

its slaves.
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Sin! How terrible it is as it sneers while it makes 

a shambles of a life, shipwrecks the heart, separates 

from God, and sends the screaming soul to the 

scaffold.

Sin is the shroud of Sodom.

Sin is a satanic saber.

Sin means sunset without a sunrise.

For sin is not sweet—it is sulphuric!

And in these dark days and terrible times, the 

people are perplexed. But there is good news for 

bad times! As the prophet foretold the birth of a 

Saviour, he was unfolding a part of “the eternal 

purpose of God” to rescue and redeem man.

How' sweet the prophecy sounds to us, for we 

live on this side of its fulfillment! It is good news 

to know that H e came as was prophesied, He walked 

among men, He was moved with compassion, He 

submitted to Calvary, arose from the tomb, and sits 

at the right hand of God the Father making inter

cession for us!

It is good news to know that Christ is the answer 
a perplexed world seeks. Neither nation nor man 

has any problems that is insoluble on the divine 

level!

When a wondering world asks, “W hat must I do 

to be saved?” Christ still answers, “Ye must be born 

again!” For there is mercy at the Cross! Grace and 

pardon are freely offered—the fountain is open— 

the arms of the Saviour are waiting to receive you!

T h a n k  G o d  f o r  s u c h  g o o d  n e w s  i n  s u c h  b a d  

t i m e s !

As one called of God to preach the gospel, I ask 

God to save me from platinum-plated platitudes 

for the pulpit. This is not a day for preaching that 

swims on the surface. It is a day that calls for dig

ging to the depths of hearts and reminding men that 

it costs something to follow Christ, but it costs a 

whole lot more not to follow^ Him . These are times 

that call for preaching that will confirm faith and 

confound unbelief and exalt Christ! This is the 

time to remind the Church that the less Christians 

conform to the world, the more the world will con

form to them. This is not a day for cheapening 

spiritual values, but a day to stir men and win them 

to Christ!

This is our day—our opportunity—our challenge! 

For we have good newrs to bear to every nation!

lip ! This is our day!

D ilie  Q ift  w i i l l  P u rt
By  Evangelist Howard W . Sweeten, Ashley, Illinois

She shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call 
his name JESUS: for tie shall save his people from 
their sins (Matt. 1:21).

This is the first reference in the New7 Testament 

to the coming of Jesus Christ into the world, and 

it has to do with the prophecy and purpose of His 

mission. At this season when we are majoring in 

the giving of gifts to our loved ones, it would be no 

less than a tragedy to overlook the greatest Gift 

and the greatest Giver ever known to humanity: 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 

begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 

should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 

3:16).

Here indeed is a Gift with a purpose. In speak

ing of this Gift, John amplifies the purpose when 

he says: “For this purpose the Son of God wras 

manifested, that he might destroy [or ‘loose you’ 

—the Greek word translated destroy is luo, which 

means ‘loose’] the wrorks of the devil” (or “loose 

you from the wTorks of the devil”) —I John 3:8. 

W hat a glorious prophecy, what a glorious promise, 

and what a glorious purpose!

We cannot give full expression here as to what 

is implied in this greatest of all gifts, but will en

deavor to offer a striking suggestion as to the 

purpose of the Gift. It is obvious to the reader 

that the purpose of this G ift was to fill a para

mount need; and He in whose Word it is recorded, 

“My God shall supply all your need according to 

his riches in glory by Christ Jesus,” would not 

likely overlook our greatest of all needs—the emanci

pation of mankind from the bondage of and slavery 

to sin. These are days of many needs, but there 

is none greater than the need of deliverance from 

sin and its domination: for upon the proper solu

tion of this question hinges our happiness, not 

only here, but also hereafter.

According to this prophecy He was to save His 

people from their sins rather than in them, or with 
them. Is the purpose of His coming possible? Can 

this really be accomplished, or has God made a 
blunder in sending His Son into the w'orld to 

execute a purpose w'hich He knew w'as physically 

and morally an impossibility? Has God sent His 

Son into the world to save us from sin and then 

made sin a necessity? Does He merely save us from
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B y  KATHRYN BLACKBURN PECK

The world in darkness waited,
As it had waited long,

Messiah’s coming—as foretold  
By prophet messengers of old,

In poetry and song.

Yet, only by the shepherds 
W ho watched upon the hill 

Was heard the choir of seraphim 
Singing with joy His natal hymn 

Of “ peace on earth—good will!”

And but a few ivith faith-lit eyes 
Beheld His gleaming star,

And folloived on across the sands 
To place their gifts within His hands 

From Eastern lands afar!

O Christ, who came to all the world 
Thy perfect peace to bring,

Hoiu many centuries have floivn 
Since angel choristers made known 

The advent of our King!

H ow many still are waiting,
With hearts grown faint with tears, 

To hear the news of saving grace 
For every son of Adam’s race,

And hope for all the years?

Thou blessed Christ of Christmas, 
Where'er the faithful are,

May we fulfill the sacred plan 
To lead our waiting fellow man 

To the shining of the star.

For still its radiance lights the sky,
And beckons us to come 

From earth’s dark night to heaven’s day; 
Thou art the Truth—the only Way— 

Thy star will guide us home!

the penalty of sin, without saving us from the 

practice of sin? Whatever our interpretation of 

this passage may be, one thing is definitely certain: 

Any interpretation of sin which makes it a necessity 

is out of harmony with the purpose of the mission 

of Christ’s coming into the world; therefore any 

interpretation of sin which makes it a necessity 

is definitely unscriptural, and cannot be reconciled

“Someone said that if Columbus had turned 
back, no one would have blamed him; but no 
one would have remembered him.”— W . J. Wern- 
ing in “Investing Your Life.”

or harmonized with the purpose of this Gift, whose 

purpose God has so clearly defined.

If  one can be justified without the purpose of 

this mission being fulfilled, which is to save us 

“from” our sins, then one can be justified in sin. 

In  such an event, sin ceases to be a factor in our 

redemption, and the entire purpose of Christ’s 

mission into the world was unnecessary and only 

a heartless and cruel waste. If one can go to heaven 

sinning, then being saved from sin is unnecessary. 

This certainly is contrary to the whole purpose 

of the gift of God’s Son, and out of harmony with 

the Pauline Epistle in which he states: “That as 

sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace 

reign through righteousness unto eternal life by 

Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 5:21).

Any religion, therefore, which offers security or 

assurance on any other ground than that of grace 

which reigns through righteousness is out of har

mony with the purpose of this glorious and all- 

sufficient Gift as recorded in Matt. 1:21. Any
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religion which does not take into consideration 

the obligation of right living fails to visualize the 

purpose of God's greatest Gift to man.

Thank God for His unspeakable Gift, for through 

this Gift we can say with Paul: “There is therefore 

now no condemnation to them which are in Christ

Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the 

Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 

Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and 

death” (Rom. 8:1-2). Yes, the Gift is all that He 

promised, an efficient and a sufficient Saviour; 

One who can save us from our sins!

£ D i r i s t m a $

And the angel said unto them. Fear not: for, 
behold, 1 bring you good tidings of great joy . . . 
for unto you is born this day in the city of David 
a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord (Luke 2:10-11) .

On December 25, the whole world will celebrate 

the anniversary of the Saviour's birth nearly two 

thousand years ago, in the little town of Bethlehem 

in Palestine. It is one of the most joyous occasions 

of the year, when cares are forgotten, hatreds 

buried, and love and good will fill the earth.

So much time and effort are given to preparing 

for the great feast that sometimes we forget exactly 

what wTe are celebrating.

It might be worthwhile, therefore, to take a few 

minutes away from the hurry and bustle of our 

modern life to review the story of Christinas and 

ponder its significance.

'Witness a crisp, clear night late in December, 

nineteen wide centuries ago, when there was born 

in a lowly stable, amidst the odor of hay and the 

sound of cattle munching oats in their stalls, One 

who dedicated His entire life without the least 

alloy of self to the service of all.

No, this Man was not a king, an emperor, a 

statesman, or a warrior; neither was He known in 

the arts and sciences. There were no trumpets to 

proclaim His birth. He did not arrive in a fear- 

inspired blast of fire and thunder. On the con

trary, this Son of a peasant woman was born and 

grew up in comparative obscurity in an obscure 

village where He lived and worked as a young Man 

in a carpenter shop until He was thirty.

An itinerant preacher who was regarded of no 

consequence, He had no credentials but himself. 

He never went to college, wrote a book, owned a 

home, held an office, or traveled more than two 

hundred miles from the place where He was born.

By Katherine Bevis, Houston, Texas

During His few short years upon earth, the ticit 

of popular opinion turned against Him. He was 

captured by His enemies and went through the 

mockery of a trial, was pronounced guilty, and 

nailed to a cross between two thieves, where He 

died an agonizing death at the hands of execu

tioners who drew lots on His seamless coat. 

Through the kind pity of a friend. He was laid 

in this friend’s tomb. Yet no army that ever 

marched, no parliament that ever sat, no king that 

ever reigned has affected the life of men upon this 

earth as that one solitary life!
For with that life, that birth in the humblest 

of shelters, was likewise born the philosophy of 

freedom, justice, fundamental right, peace and 

good will—to lighten the load of the weary, to 

bring hope to the wretched and hopeless; and, 

most of all, this holy Babe gave salvation to a lost 

world. We are far within our mark when we say 

His birth was the most important thing that ever 

happened.

The slow passing of time has not lessened the 

meaning of the song the angel sang that night, a 

message that by its very simplicity shines forth more 

brightly today than ever before, “Fear not: for, 

behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which 

shall be to all people. For unto you is born this 

day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ 

the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11).

Let’s make up our minds how much we believe 

that Jesus Christ is the Saviour of the world. Let’s 

go to the church of our choice, then go out and 

show people we care, thus giving ourselves to Christ 

to build a better world. Let’s stand together with 

stout hearts, alert minds, and unconquerable spirits 

—not only at this Christmas season-but every day 

in the year.
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A Baby Makes All the Difference in the World!
By Evangelist J. E. Williams

The world of mankind was shrouded in a veil

ol darkness that was exceeded onlv by despair 

itself. The favored were rich and rotten, while the 

poor were paupers in spirit as well as substance. 

The greed of a corrupt partisan leadership had 

risen to new heights of graft and pseudo-power, 

while the “commoner” was denied even the ordi

nary rights of citizenship. Taxation was oppressive 

and tax collectors waxed richer, while the taxed 

became poorer.

By  GRACE NOLL CROWELL

"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 

Peace,” and the added word, “Good will to 

men”—

This was the cry that proclaimed the Christ child’s 

birth,

And the same importunate cry rings out again 

Above a troubled world that has somehow lost 

Its way through a labyrinth of avid greed:

A world that has paid a mounting terrible cost 

Thro’ hearing the call and failing to give heed.

Lord God, Thy glory is still a radiant light 

Above the world of men, and the path to peace 

Can be found as clearly outlined for us tonight 

As it was to those of old . . . Oh, bid strife cease; 

Bid clamor die that too long has dulled our ears.

May wars and the awful rumors of Avars be past; 

Help us walk the earth as we should, unbowed 

by fears,

And may we find Thy blessed peace at last.

It was the day of the Caesars and the Herods, 

the day of the mailed list, the sword, and the 

shield! Might was right, and truth and righteous

ness had been forced to abdicate. The voice of 

Jehovah had not been heard for nearly four hun

dred and fifty years, and no priest or prophet 

during that long epoch of silence had pointed to 

the way of civic righteousness or of hope. Despair 

reigned in the hearts of the “chosen people.” It 

would seem that Cod had forgotten His people, 

and there was no longer “salt to preserve” faith, 

or to save society from moral degradation.

This was the world the Babe in Bethlehem’s 

manger came to change! And only that Babe could 

make a difference in that world!

It was a lonely night for those humble shepherds 

watching over their flocks. But suddenly that 

loneliness was filled with rapture and glory as 

they listened to the angelic hosts, in such a chorale 

as mortal ears never had heard, singing: “Glory to 

God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 

toward men” (Luke 2:1-1) . Not only had a new star 

appeared, but the Sun of hope began to fill the 

Eastern sky and dispel the long shadows, reaching 

across the past five centuries.

Soon the shepherds’ feet were pressing the dusty 

road that led to the “Baby” who was destined to 

"make all the difference in the world.”

That Babe came to test each life by its answer 

to the question first asked in the world's beginning: 

“Am I my brother’s keeper?” His life was lived 

in answer to that question. ’Twas such a little 

span of years, and such a little mite of humanity, 

in such a far-off, lonely land, to accomplish so 

much!

The wise men came from the East and brought 

their gold, frankincense, and myrrh, and worshiped 

Him . They found H im —this Baby who was to 

“make all the difference in the world”—in a stable, 

warmed by the breath of the cattle of the fields. 

New-mown hay was the downy bed upon which He 

lay. Mark, the apostle, looked upon H im  and 

called him a Servant; Luke saw in H im  the Great 

Physician; Matthew said He looked like a King; 

but John dropped the curtain with an exclamation 

of reverence and cried: “He is the Son of God who 

‘was in the beginning with God,’ and ‘was God.’ ” 

That life which began in a stable, in an almost 

unknown village, so lowly that none need despair 

because of lowly birth, was to show each heart its
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deepest need and change the lace ol I he world 

morally.

For thirty years He grew and learned His simple 

trade, shaping the native wood to serve the wants 

of home and craft. Then for three years He wan

dered, teaching, shaping the native hearts to service 

of truth and love and co-operation, in making a 

‘‘difference” in the world!

Fie held no earthly rank or office, wrote no book 

or song, painted no picture, builded no monument 

—yet, in childhood He startled a king, in boyhood 

He puzzled the doctors of divinity, and in manhood 

He ruled the course of nature. He walked upon 

the billows and hushed the sea to sleep. He healed 

the lame and the halt, made the lepers whole, and 

gave beauty for ashes. He broke up one funeral 

procession by raising the dead to life again; and, 

when lie  was late for another funeral, He called, 

“Lazarus, come forth,” and the grave gave up its 

dead. There was never anyone like H im —and 

He is all we ever will need!

His own people turned against this Man who 

strangely taught that evil can be overcome onlv 

by good.

He was denied—deserted—betrayed—crucified!

One dark hour He knelt in the garden, His hour 

of crisis, of decision. He gave himself over to His 

enemies, betrayed by a disciple whom He called 

“Friend.” Having loved him, Fie loved him to the 

end. He was tried and sentenced to death in a 

mock trial; spat upon, beaten, and nailed to a 

cross which wras suspended between heaven and 

earth, and between two thieves. He died, pleading 

forgiveness for those who crucified Him.

He was laid in a borrowed tomb. The cross was 

all that He ever owned, lie  borrowed a boat to 

use for a pulpit; He borrowed a donkey to ride 

into Jerusalem, and offer himself as King. He 

borrowed an upper room to have a final repast 

with His disciples. Then Fie was laid in a borrowed 

tomb. We borrow only that which we shall need 

for a short while; He knew He was only a Transient. 

He could say more knowingly than any of us, “This 

world is not My home.” He borrowed the above 

because He knew they were only for a day. But 

the cross was His; that was a permanent something.

Nearly two thousand years have gone by, and 

none has reigned or wrought, served or dreamed, 

touched or moulded human life, and “made all 

the difference in the world,” as this Babe from 

Bethlehem’s manger!

He sent a little band of unlettered, untrained 

followers out to tell the good news of a coming 

Kingdom when “the kingdoms of this world are 

become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 

Christ.” They went out without ecclesiastical 

authority or official calls, without hymnbooks or 

manuals, without Bibles or books of sermons—to 

save the world. This message fell across the life

A M ER IC A N  YOUTH IN  TROUBLE

Henry Risctlt: (/■ Inning H. R evel!. S2.50)

From many sources we hear the wails of de

spair as the sad tale of juvenile delinquency is 

unfolded. But while many have been content to 

tell the tragic story of hoodlumism and immorality 

among modern teen-agers, here is a man who has 

given us a carefully written document dealing with 

the causes of the modern tide of juvenile delin 

quency.

Mr. Rische is a minister, journalist, and very 

splendid writer. He is thoroughly evangelical in 

his approach, and when he deals with the causes 

of delinquency, he is as hard-hitting as a pile driver. 

You will be thrilled to see how thoroughly he 

covers every facet of the delinquencv problem from 

liquor on down to comics.

This book deserves to be read by parents ol 

teen-agers. It should be in the libraries of out 

young people’s societies and Sunday schools. Every 

factual statement is well documented and you may 

depend upon it as you read this material. It has 

come from a man who took time to check before 

he put it in print.

One of the best books in this field that it has 

been my pleasure to read in many months.

—Norman R. Oki:, Book F.ditoi
This book may bo ordered from  the Nazarene Publishing 

House, 2023 Troost Avenue, Box 527, Kansas C ity 41, Missouri

of one named Saul of Tarsus. He saw a followei 

of this Christ die because he believed the message ol 

his Leader, Jesus Christ. Saul cried out, “I toe 

will follow Thee,” and went forth to burn out 

for Christ. This man took the Christian name ol 

Paul and left fourteen golden Epistles of divine 

revelation.

Patinos could not stop the influence of this 

Babe. Even there, an exile who had followed the 

Christ, looking through the telescope of inspira 

tion down across the ages, saw a city, magnificent 

in its splendor—whose Builder and Maker is God

And now—that Babe, that Child, that Christ- 

is at the right hand of God the Father, as the Lior 

of the Tribe of Judah, the Rose of Sharon, the 

Bright and Morning Star, the One Altogethei 

Lovely, the One who alone was worthy to oper 

the book!

The names of the Pharaohs, the Caesars, em 

perors, and kings of all the ages that have corrn

Iicvieic of hooks from other 
publishers dors not mean full approval.
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and gone are but ghosts upon a printed page; 

their legions, dust upon the land. Their proud 

ships and mighty armadas—rust upon an ocean 

floor! But H e lives on! Herod could not kill H im , 

Satan could not seduce Him , death could not de

stroy H im , and the grave could not hold H im !

This one solitary life surpasses all in power and 

influence. No wonder Henry Ward Beecher said: 

“He is greater and more powerful than all the 

armies that ever marched, all the navies that were 

ever built, all the Parliaments that ever sat, and 

all the kings that ever reigned. Wilbcrforce and 

Lincoln will go down in history as emancipators 

of races, but Lie alone will be remembered as the 

One who ‘broke the power of cancelled sin’ and 

‘set the prisoner free.’ ”

This lone Baby of Bethlehem is the Foundation 

of all scripture, the Keystone of all its arches. Take 

H im  out and the whole will fall into ruins. His 

name runs like a line of glimmering silver through 

both narrative and genealogy. Take H im  out of 

the Bible and nothing remains. Were we to rob 

all languages of their superlatives, and weave this 

verbal plunder into one vast paragraph of praise, 

it would still be insufficient to set forth the wonders 

and the glories of the “Baby who makes all the 

difference in the world.” Yes, pile title upon title, 

until the whole mounts to a climax of indescrib

able grandeur and glory, “ ’til its melodies fill the 

earth”—then we still must say, “Eye hath not seen 

nor ear heard the glory that is rightfully His!”

And so we have H im , not simply a Babe in a 

manger, born of a peasant maid, but the Bread 

of Life to the hungry, the ever-living Fountain for 

the thirsty, the Rose of Sharon for the botanist, 

and the Rock of Ages for the geologist. But, best 

of all, to the sinner, He is the One whose love 

passes all understanding, the One who bore our sins 

to Calvary and put them away!

The Star of Bethlehem is in the ascendancy!

The Rose of Sharon is yet in fullest bloom!

The Greatness of Christmas
By  OVELLA S. SHAFER

Did you ever pause to consider 
The “greats” of Christmas time?

The greatest birth—“ The Word became flesh” 
To divell among us in sinful clime.

A messenger great from heaven came,
The best the glory-xcorld could afford,

Preparing the way, assisting High God—
’ Twas a holy angel of the Lord!

Yes, Christ's great birth a message acclaimed, 
Good, joyful tidings to earthly ??ien,

Which should be to all people everywhere;
The message is great—as it was back then.

A great Saviour, Christ the Lord, is come,
And great transformations H e makes of lives.

This is the greatest of Christmas wonders—
This is the greatest—when Jesus arrives!

Please pause and consider, take heed and note 
Of all the greats at this Christmas time—

The greatest birth ever proclaimed on earth— 
W e preach—sing about it—in ev’ry clime!

The glow of the dawn was upon that Babe in 

Bethlehem!

His ultimate triumph and moral dominion are 

a certainty—He will encircle the globe with His 

universal sovereignty!

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
Does his successive journeys run;
His kingdom spread from shore to shore.
Till moons shall wax and wane no more.

(Isaac Watts)

For “ H e is the Baby that makes all the difference 

in the world!”

TODAY

By DALE SCHULZ

Today I ’ll live and love and learn, 
With patience run my race;

In nothing will I anxious be 
H e giveth needed grace.

I ’ ll trust my Lord; I  will not fret, 
’ Tho trials com e my way.

Tom orrow’s load I will not bear, 
But trust Him for today.

Today I'll walk and talk with Him  
And seek some soul to bless;

I'll witness of His power and grace, 
His truth and righteousness.

Today I ’ll pray and hope and wait, 
For God still answers prayer;

H e who my way doth fully know 
Still intercedes up there!
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The

EVENT
That Changed 

History
By E. E. Wordsworth

Pastor, Goldendale, Washington

. . .  as the angels were gone away from them 
into heaven (Luke 2:15).

. . . they made known abroad Ihe saying which 
was told them concerning this child (Luke 2:17).

Bethlehem changed the course of history. Our 
calendars reflect the place of Christ’s birth. The 
gospel historian Luke gives us the setting of the 
first Christmas: “In  those days . . . there went out 
a decree from Caesar Augustus.” W hat days?

Days when liberty was unknown. Slaves and 
slave owners were everywhere. Life was cheap. 
If a man killed his neighbor’s ox, he suffered the 
death penalty. If he killed his slave, there was 
no penalty attached. Human rights were scarcely 
known. Women were mere chattels, the playthings 
of the rich and the burden-bearers of the poor. 
Days when Pontius Pilate gave free range to open 
violence, corruption, robberies, ill treatment of 
ihe people, grievances, executions, and intolerable 
cruelties. Days when the bloody Idumean, King 
Herod, the half Jew and friend of the Romans, 
executed the most wealthy and confiscated their 
property in his wild, passionate, harsh, and un 
bending iron rule. Days when innocent children 
were being massacred and hell was let loose in 
the earth. Days when the theater and the amphi
theater, the stadium and the hippodrome were 
built in Jerusalem by Herod in honor of the 
emperor. Days when Judaism was ineffective and 
decadent. The political and religious life of the 
times was at an all-time low ebb.

Then Jesus came, “a light to lighten the Gentiles, 
and the glory of thy people Israel.” The Fountain 
of light, life, and glory came from Bethlehem; the 
“day star” to all mankind. When Jesus came, old 
and cruel despotisms quaked in alarm, fear, and 
helplessness. The throne of King Herod rocked 
and trembled. The holy cradle was mightier than 
his seat of power. The bloody Nero, emperor of 
Rome, became panic-stricken, distressed, beaten. 
And the Roman Empire felt the mighty impact of 
the Son of God, while paganism, slavery, carnal 
lust, superstition, and wrong suffered a terrific

blow. Satan’s head was being badly bruised. A 
new set of values became the right and hope of 
every man, woman, and child. Slaves and kings 
were placed on a common level.

The Jew and Gentile became of one blood. Lines 
of demarcation were cast aside. Patrician and ple
beian sat together. King and peasant, nobleman 
and servant, millionaire and pauper were one. All 
met at the manger-cradle. Now the dim, flickering 
lamp of hope burned more brightly. Before only 
angels dared breathe a song. People were hungry 
for joy and gladness while dying for love. Then 
Jesus came! He came to change grace for law, 
liberty for bondage, reality for ceremonialism, sal
vation for sin, joy for despair, peace for war, purity 
for pollution, and life for death. “For, behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great joy.”

It was Christmas night. The French trenches 
were filled with weary men. A fine snow was 
falling. All was silent and calm. Suddenly an 
officer sprang to his feet and cried, “Get ready! 
It is almost time for the charge!” The men aroused 
themselves and their thoughts were of other Christ
mas nights and home with its tender memories.

Now word came down the line that only five 
minutes remained before the charge. They gripped 
their rifles and waited for orders. Then something 
happened. The stillness of the night was broken 
by the sound of voices singing in German. The 
song grew in volume and quality. Its message 
thrilled the hearts of every Frenchman. It was full 
of comfort, rest, and peace to worn and weary 
soldiers:

“ Silent night! Holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and Child!
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.”

Here and there a soldier lowered his rifle: his lips 
trembled as he recognized the sweet Christmas 
song.

Then a command was given: “Charge! Vive 
la France!”

Not a man moved forward, nor a shot was fired. 
Men began to sob as their only response to the 
command. The commanding officer was amazed. 
As he was about to repeat his command, his ears 
caught the words of the lovely music in song also. 
He lowered his sword, wept, and in a softened and 
subdued voice said, “Very well, no charge tonight. 
Let us all sing!” And French and German joined 
in singing the Christinas carol that has blessed the 
world. And wherever Christ is known and loved, 
war drums cease to beat and the cannon’s roar dies 
away in the stillness of the holy calm. If Christ 
were better known, heaven would kiss the earth, 
and peace would be universal, and sorrow and 
sighing would flee away.

The late King George of England met a group 
of friends who sought his counsel on a very im
portant matter. As lie entered the room, these men 
stood in respect to His Majesty. In  a spirit of 
friendship the King quickly said, “Take your seats, 
gentlemen. You are my friends. I am not the Lord,
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you know.” One of the officials immediately re
plied: “No, your Majesty, if you were we would 
not stand to our feet; we would fall on our knees.” 

Let Christmas mean more to us than candles, 
trees, gifts, gaiety, feasting, and family reunions. 
Rather let it be a time for devout worship, praise, 
and adoration of the Babe of Bethlehem, the Man

Christmas Poetry

Bethlehem Star
B y  JESSIE WHITESIDE FINKS

O Betldehem Star, send thy searching ray 
D eep into my heart—make it light as day.

May Christ be born there and His love imparl. 
O Bethlehem Star, send thy beam to my heart!

O Bethlehem Star, with radiance bright 
Guide my erring steps in the paths of right.

Lest I should grieve Him and H e then depart. 
O Bethlehem Star, send thy beam to my heart!

O Bethlehem Star, illumine the way;
May my path grow brighter each passing day. 

Keep me close to H im —Ilis Spirit impart.
O Bethlehem Star, send thy beam to my heart!

O Bethlehem Star, though narrow the way.
Make it clear and plain throughout my life's day. 

Blind me to the world. lest I should depart—
O Bethlehem Star, send thy beam to my heart!

Christmas Bells
By  CHRISTINE WHITE

The Christmas season comes again.
Light tapers on the trees;

And let cathedral chimes ring out 
Sweet carols on the breeze.

Sing loud His praise in all the land;
I^et men with one accord 

R ejoice that God has given to them 
A Saviour, Christ the Lord.

Then peal, ye bells, from every tower;
Proclaim the Master's birth;

And round the world the message ring.
“ Good will, and peace on earth!"

of the middle cross, the King of Kings and Lord 
of Lords.

Let us dig a deep grave for our ugly thoughts, the 
feelings of revenge and vindictiveness, and make 
a garden for the thoughts of love and forbearance, 
for kindness and grace, and for the abiding presence 
of the Prince of Peace.

Changeless
By  ALICE W . NORTON

There's a star in the sky,
And its glory is as bright 

As when it appeared
On that first Christmas night.

Today in the steeples 
The bells gently ring 

The same ivondrous story 
Of Jesus, the King.

Unchanged t h r  o u  g h the ages 
By sorrow or mirth,

The song of the angels 
Still lives on the earth.

The True Meaning of Christmas
B y  F. W . DAVIS

One clear, quiet night, in a land far away,
A strange little Babe in Bethlehem lay.

'Turns the dear Son of God, from heaven above, 
The world's only H ope, born of heavenly love.

Our H ope and Salvation, our Peace and our Light 
Had come from the Father in glory that night. 

How the angels sang of Flis wonderful birth, 
The Saviour of men, coming down to the earth!

Had not this event come, at heaven’s great cost, 
The luorld would have been eternally lost.

Should not we rejoice, and praise our great King, 
Who came from His throne, our redemption 

to bring!
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The Headline of the Ages
Almost any time one can pick up a newspaper 

and find big headlines on the front page. Only 

the important happenings get on the front page, 

and only those which are “super-important” get 

into the headlines. At a glance, then, one can see 

what are considered the most important happenings 

of the day. Innumerable headlines have graced 

the front pages of our great dailies across the years, 

but there never has been any as important as the 

statement which I give to you now: “For unto you 

is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 

which is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11). This is 

the headline of the ages.

A special messenger from God, an angel, spoke 

these words to the shepherds: “And the angel said 

unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good 

tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David 

a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” High heaven 

knew how significant this happening was, and had 

it announced by an angel. D id you notice why 

the angel said, “Fear not"? Here are the words 

again: “For, behold, I bring you good tidings of 

great joy, which shall be to all people.” “Good 

tidings!” and not only “good tidings,” but “good 

tidings of great joy"; and not only “good tidings 

of great joy,” but “good tidings of great joy" which 

were to be “to all people.” The angel brought 

good news to everybody, to the whole world, to 

every race, and tribe, and nation, and to those 

of every age and clime. “Good tidings of great 

joy, . . .  to all people.”

But we must not forget the announcement itself, 

for all that is said in the tenth verse is based on it: 

“For unto you is born this day in the city of David 

a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” That day be

came the clay of all days, the day toward which all 

the past looked, and back to which all people since 

have looked. That day was the dividing mark in 

history. It is customary for papers at the close of 

the year to enumerate the ten greatest events of the 

year. Also, they usually place them in the order of 

their importance; that is, the most important event 

of the whole year comes first, and the others follow 

in the order of their significance. But this news 

item about the birth of Jesus takes precedence over 

every news item that ever has been printed in a 

newspaper. It is the news item of the ages, the head

line of the ages, the event of the ages. “For unto 

you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 

which is Christ the Lord.”

It is a brief bit of news, but how meaningful! 

Born where? “In  the city of David,” the city from 

whence the great king of God’s people had come. 

And He—this Child—when He grew up, was destined 

to perpetuate the throne of David. He was to be 

the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. “Unto 

you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour.” 

Matthew says of Mary: “And she shall bring forth 

a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he 

shall save his people from their sins” (1:21). No 

name could be so full of meaning and comfort as 

this. W hat the world needed then, and what the 

world needs today more than anything else, is some-

one who can save it from its sins; someone who can 

take away its hopelessness, its lostness. “For he shall 

save his people from their sins.”

Yes, “For unto you is born this day in the city 

of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” He 

was to be Prophet, Priest, and King for all the world; 

the Anointed One, the Lord, the Saviour. Amen! 

This is the headline of the ages: “For unto you is 

born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which 

is Christ the Lord.” W hat news these words brought 

by the angel to the shepherds as they were keeping 

watch over their flocks by night!

I am not surprised that this news started the 

heavenly choir singing: “Glory to God in the high

est, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” I 

am not surprised that, when the angels were gone, 

the shepherds went at once to Jerusalem to see the 

Baby. I am not surprised that they returned, “glori

fying and praising God for all the things that they 

had heard and seen.”

The news of the birth of Christ, the Christmas 

story, is the headline of the ages; it stands in a class 

by itself. It is both heaven’s and earth’s most famous 

and most significant news item—“For unto you is 

born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which 

is ( ’.hrist the Lord.”
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Little Talks on the Holy Spirit:

In Genesis we find a very

- . significant verse of scripture, 

»Pirit “And the Lord said, My 

spirit shall not always strive 

with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall 

be an hundred and twenty years” (6:3). There has 

been a great deal of discussion about this text. Even 

conservative scholars do not agree as to its meaning, 

nor even its translation. For our purpose, let’s for

get the controversies and discuss something that on

S T E P H E N  S .  W H I T E

the face of it seems to be taught by the text, and 

is surely a truth of the Bible. That is the fact that 

the Spirit strives with man.

If we believe in the Holy Spirit at all, in any 

Christian sense, we must believe that He strives 

with man. In  fact, we couldn’t hold to the idea 

of the Christian God without such a belief. God is 

interested in man, and He has not turned him  over 

to his own devices. He has not left him alone; He 

is striving with him. And who could be the in

strumentality of this striving better than the Holy 

Spirit?

The story recorded in Genesis 5 and 6 points to 

this truth. Man had become very wicked. God him 

self says, “The wickedness of man was great in the 

earth,” and, “Every imagination of the thoughts of 

his heart was only evil continually.” There could 

hardly be a worse description of man’s depravity 

than is given in these words. And the scripture goes 

on to say, “And it repented the Lord that he had 

made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his 

heart.” So much was this true that God said, “I 

will destroy man . . . from the face of the earth.” 

But there was an exception, for the Word said, 

“Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.” Then 

God, after repeating the fact that the earth had be

come very corrupt and wicked, “said unto Noah, 

The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth 

is filled with violence through them; and, behold,

I will destroy them with the earth.”

II. The 
Striving

Along with this picture and the instructions God 

gave to Noah, ŵe are told in the New Testament 

that Noah preached to the people of his day of the 

judgment which was to come. A period of one 

hundred and twenty years was given; God did not 

send judgment upon the people of Noah’s day im 

mediately. Why d idn’t He? Undoubtedly, by No

ah’s obedience and his righteous life as an example 

before the people, He was still giving them a chance. 

Thus God was still striving with the hearts of the 

people of Noah’s day. I can’t help but believe that 

if they had come forward with repentance the Flood 

would never have happened. God is always ready 

with mercy for those who turn to Him . “My spirit 

shall not always strive with man.” This verse brings 

to us a truth that ever has been manifested in the 

work of the Holy Spirit. This is the key verse in 

the whole of the O ld Testament—it is the heart of 

redemption, a striving God, a God who through His 

Spirit moves forward toward those who are in need. 

He does His best to bring them within the limits 

of His redeeming power.

A Dictionary 
Produced by an Explosion?

A present-day scientist is reported to have said 

that we might as well expect an explosion in a 

printing establishment to produce a Webster’s 
Unabridged Dictionary as to expect that the un i

verse has come into existence by accident, or 

through mechanical means.

This scientist was saying in a dramatic fashion 

that, just as you couldn’t produce a W ebstefs  
Unabridged Dictionary by an explosion in a print

ing plant, so you couldn’t hope to have the un i

verse wTith all of its complexity and immensity 

without a mind back of it.

“In  the beginning God created the heaven and 

the earth” (Gen. 1:1). In  the universe, with its 

order, beauty, symmetry, and purpose, the touch 

of the hand of an infinite Person can be seen. 

The atheist needs to study the universe and man, 

the effects, or the facts, which are all about us, and 

then move to the realization that for those effects, 

or facts, there must be an adequate cause. That 

is exactly what this scientist was saying. In this 

vivid way, he has summarized the classical argu

ments which have been offered for the existence 

of God.
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The
Sunday-School

Lesson
FLETCHER
GALLOWAY

darkness and in the shadow o£ death.”
It takes full salvation to bring the 

peace of God to men’s hearts. Forgive
ness brings peace with God, but only 
holiness puts the peace of God within.

“Good will toward men,” or good will 
among men, springs from pure motives. 
If all men had the grace of Christian 
holiness we could discharge all our po
lice officers and do away with all our 
armies. We could ‘'beat our swords in 
to plowshares.” We could trust one an

other. What a wonderful world this 
would be! Even the brief and temporary 
spirit of Christmas seems to soften the 
old world’s heart a bit. We are a little 
more thoughtful of the poor and the 
unfortunate. We remember one another 
with gifts and greetings. This, however, 
is only a little hint of what the coming 
of Jesus actually means. If all could 
hear and all would receive the real 
message of Christmas, the “Golden Age” 
would be on.

Topic for 
December 23:

All Must Know the Good News
Scripture: Luke 2:10; II Tim. 2:20-21; 

Acts 1:8; 2:46-47; 6:5, 7-8; 8:20, 35 
(Printed: the same)

Goi-dkn Text: Behold, J bring you 

good tidings of great joy, which shall 

lit' to all people (Luke 2:10).

Even the wrappings on a Christmas 
package seem to tell of the love and 
thoughtfulness of the one who sent it. 
They seem to say, “I not only want to 
remember you. but I want you to know 
that my gift comes wrapped up in nil 
the good wishes that I can send.” So 
the first great sacred Christmas Gift 
came wrapped in beauty: the mystic 
glory of the starry, Oriental night, the 
shepherds watching their flocks, the an
gel carolers, the wise men bringing 
costly gifts, the pure virgin, and the 
tender Babe of Bethlehem. The great
est event of all human history was tak
ing place. The dreams of the prophets 
and wise men of all the centuries were 
now being fulfilled.

If men had been planning an event 
like that, there would have been a fan
fare of trumpets, a roll of thunder, and 
lightning playing across the face of the 
heavens. But Cod seemed to tiptoe in 
—coming so gently that even the most 
timid and lender would not be afraid. 
It was good news—earth’s greatest good 
news—but it came as gently as the dew 
at eventide.

The message of holiness is a funda
mental part of the Christmas story, just 
as it is a part of every great Bible truth 
and Bible doctrine.

The keynote of the song of the carol
ers was joy—joy in the new relationship 
between God and man. That joy could 
be realized only as man was first recon
ciled through forgiveness, then restored 
to complete fellowship with God through 
the cleansing of his inner spirit. The 
promise which was reiterated to Zach- 
arias was: "That we being delivered 
out of the hand of our enemies might 
serve him without fear, in holiness and 
righteousness before him, all the days 
of our life.” It was because of “the 
tender mercy of our God” that the 
“dayspring from on high hatli visited 
us, to give light to them that sit in
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Finding Leads 
For New Churches
By MARK R. MOORE

Part 5 

(Conclusion)

A Definite Home-Missions Policy

Our Home-Missions Board felt that 

the policy of buying tents, conducting 
meetings, and leaving the community 
without an organized church or prop
erty was an extravagance which we could 
not afford. Principles were adopted 
that build confidence and co-operation.

First: We agreed not to start in a com
munity unless we planned to stay there.

Second: We agreed to have our own 
property or have it in sight.

Third: We adopted a financial plan 
that included a church-building revolv
ing fund, a $2.00 Club for home-mission 
property purchases, and an increased 
home-missions budget.

Tn the home-missions budget we have 
money to pay for current expenses. The 
$2.00 Club gives -SI.000.00 for property 
to each new church after it is organized, 
and the revolving fund provides a loan 
for the new church if they need it for 
a new building until they can secure 
a conventional loan.

One man gave us $500.00 when I ex
plained our policy to him. A young 
preacher student said, “My wife and I 
want to save at least $500.00 with which 
to start a new church when we get out 
of school. With the tvpe of support 
you give we are more willing to start.” 
When our policy was explained to a 
prayer meeting group of a dozen in an 
unfriendly community, 11 icy took cour
age. They said. “If wc have 500 friends 
who will pray for us and send us 
SI ,000.00. and a district that will help 
us get property, we should be able to 
make it.” Many others have broken old 
ties and launched into home-missions 
ventures when they clearly understood 
our home-missions policies.

In conclusion I want to point out four 
important considerations:

First: Leads are not leads when you

ROY F. SMEE, Secretary

have to start below par—that is, when 
the people have not been through a 
reviving, when the constituency is dis
gruntled and reactionary, when prospec
tive members arc more independent 
than Nazarene, when property facilities 
are railroad-type locations, and build
ings are shacks. In short: holiness peo
ple, holiness attitude, and holy clean
liness and simplicity of property become 
His house.

Second: Another consideration is to 

u'ait. I would not suggest eternal inac
tivity, but it is much harder to unor- 
ganize a bad organization than it is to 
wait until God and sane leadership yield 
a church that will last. We had the 

opportunity to buy a church building. 
Two fine holiness families would have 
formed a nucleus. However, an inde
pendent holiness man arrived at the 
auction of the building. Since we were 
tlie only two wanting it we thought 
that we could work out an agreement, 
but he created such a scene that wc 
dropped out of the picture. He was not 
able to gel started, and we won friends 
by our altitude.

Third: Act now! A young man who 
lived in a nice community of a thou
sand people spoke to me about starting 
a church. He was a strict tither. He 
told me that his tithe amounted to 
$10.00 a week. I learned that two Naza
rene schoolteachers were teaching school 
in or near the town and that their tithe 
would average about $5.00 a week each. 
I planned to get to the community 
within a month or two and buy prop
erty, but the man died and our chances 
were lessened for a church in the com
munity. There arc times when we 
should act note.

Fourth: The fourth consideration is, 
depend on God. Who is your God? How 
great is He? What size God do you 
have? Is He only the size of human 
reasoning? On one occasion a good 
Christian said he thought we could get 
a new church if several people would 
sign to join and property could be 
bought without too much debt. I re-
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sponded that we tried to get a preacher, 
property, people, and a revival. If God 
seemed to be leading and I felt sure 
that He wanted us to go in for a church 
in a given community, then all that X 
would ask him to do would be to 
stand back and let me depend upon 
God. W ith faith in God I told the man 
that I could jump a good-sized ditch 
of obstacles. After all, God is our great 
Leader. He is the One who will help 
us as we establish one thousand new 
churches.

Pray, think, plan, and look for leads 
to new churches. God will open the 
way if u<e do our part.

Overseas Home-Mission 
Addresses

We have received requests for the ad
dresses of some of our overseas person
nel and are listing the district super
intendents and all pastors from the 
United States. For the addresses of other 
pastors, please write to the Department 
of Home Missions. We have a number 
of reports from the fields of great in
terest. These will be given as soon as 
space is available, probably in the Jan
uary 9 and 23 issues.

A l a s k a

Rev. Bert Daniels,

District Superintendent
Box 38

South Burnaby, B.C., Canada

Rev. Edgar Bibb 
Box 24

Nome, Alaska

Rev. A. R. Johnson 
409 West 9th Street 
Juneau, Alaska

Rev. M. R. Korody 
1905 East 26th 
Anchorage, Alaska

Rev. Clark H. Lewis 

2652 N. Tongass 
Ketchikan, Alaska

Rev. Aubrey Ponce 
Box 491 
Seward, Alaska

Rev. Charles Powers 
Box 702
Fairbanks, Alaska

Rev. S. Trueman Shelton 
Box 33 
Sitka, Alaska

Rev. Robert W. Sheppard 
1006 Noble 
Fairbanks, Alaska

Rev. Arden Sickenberger 
Box 21
Mt. View, Alaska

A u s t r a l ia

Rev. A. A. E. Berg,
District Superintendent 

89 Grenfell Street, Mount Gravatt 
Brisbane, Queensland 
Australia

Dr. Richard S. Taylor,
President, Nazarene Bible College 

235 Pennant Hills Road 
Thornleigh, Sydney 
N.S.W., Australia

C a n a l  Z o n e

Rev. Elmer O. Nelson 
Box 58
Ancon, Canal Zone

H a w a i i

Rev. Cecil Knippers,
District Superintendent

502 Hao Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii

Rev. Joseph Chastain 
1819 Makiki Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii

Rev. Joseph Blanton Cook 
230 E. Kawailani Street 
Hilo, Hawaii

Rev. Harold Kiemel 
408 Judd Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii

Rev. H. W. Meadows 
456 Hinano Way 
Lanikai, Hawaii

Rev. Robert Moran 
80 Lehau Street 
Kahului, Maui, Hawaii

Rev. Joseph Wright 
1805 California Avenue 
Wahiawa, Hawaii

N e w  Z e a l a n d

Rev. R. E. Griffith 
675 Dominion Road 
Auckland, New’ Zealand

So u t h  A f r ic a

Rev. Charles H. Strickland,
District Superintendent

P.O. Box 48 
Florida, Transvaal 
Union of South Africa

Rev. Floyd J. Perkins, Acting Principal, 

Nazarene Bible College

P.O. Box 313 
Potchefstroom, Transvaal 
Union of South Africa

Stricklands Sail
Dr. and Mrs. Charles H. Strickland

and family, who have been in the 
United States a year on furlough, are 
scheduled to sail for South Africa on 
the S.S. “African Enterprise,” from New 
York City on December 11 and will ar
rive in South Africa about the first of 
the year.

Servicemen's
★★★★★★★★★★

Chaplain Henry W. Stroman reports 
the following from Corpus Christi, Texas:

“I was appointed to the position of 
executive secretary, Texas Auxiliary, 
Navy Relief Society. This is a relief and 
welfare agency for all naval personnel 
and their dependents. The Texas Aux
iliary is considered to be the fourth 
largest auxiliary in the navy, consisting 
of the main office and three branch of
fices. While this position involves re
sponsibility for quite a large sum of 
money used in assisting needy families 
and the supervision of a staff of four 
employees and thirty to forty volunteer 
workers, it also many times opens the 
door for spiritual guidance, which is, of 
course, the great reward for this type of 
ministry.”

*  #  *

Chaplain Leroy A. Bevan, transport 
chaplain, states the following:

“It was my privilege to bring twenty- 
eight boxes of used clothing and food
stuffs aboard the navy transport, USNC 
"Gen. M. M. Patrick,” to our mission
aries in Japan. Rev. Bartlett McKay and 
Rev. Hubert Helling met me at our 

Yokohama port to receive the boxes. 
This box work was done by the mis
sionary societies of our greater Seattle 
churches.

“I was requested to convey the mis
sionaries’ greetings to the church via this 
medium of communication.”

* # *

“I am an airman in the air force 
and I want to take a few minutes to 
write you a short letter to thank you 
for sending me the church papers. They 
have blessed my soul over and over 
again. I thank God for the Church 
of the Nazarene. It thrills my soul to 
know that my church is interested in 
my spiritual welfare. There are many 
trials and temptations in the service, 
but along with the trials, there is great 
opportunity to witness for Christ. My 
roommate reads the literature that you 
send me. He too enjoys the articles and 
the good, wholesome reading. It would 
be hard to live a Christian life without 
the Christian papers my church sends 
me. I pray God to richly bless you for 
the interest shown in the men and 
women in the armed forces.—J a m e s  W. 
F a u l k n e r . "

N azarenj^ ervice M en’s C ommission

IRECTOR
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West Virginia Juniors:
District Director Aaron G. Bess re

ports:
“God is blessing our efforts and we 

are seeing increasing interest in the 
churches in our district. Thus far this 
year I have been notified of five newly 
organized Junior Societies, a few inac
tive societies have started again, and 
several pastors and Junior teachers have 
contacted me in regard to organizing. 
Our District N.Y.P.S. is standing by us 
also. Our stationery is to be paid by 
the District N.Y.P.S., and each month 
we are getting a short write-up in our 
district paper.

“We hope to see several more churches 
organize a Junior Society before the 
close of the year. I am happy to have 
a part in the promotion of the work 
among our Juniors.”

Lamplighters in New York
The New York District, with Rev. 

Robert Goslaw as district superintend
ent, recently started a home-mission 
church. The young people of the district 
held their first Lamplighters’ Confer
ence there. They prayed, listened to ex
periences of personal soul winning and 
witnessing, and were instructed from 
God's Word. But that was not alt. We

learn more by doing than by studying!
These young people then went out 

into this new community and did visita
tion work, door to door, in the interest 
of the new church. It was very profit
able for the church, and rich experience 
for the young people. Congratulations 
to the district superintendent, the young 
people, and to Rev. A1 Stiefel, district 
N.Y.P.S. president.

Kansas City Teen-agers
A Saturday night Youthspiration was 

started on November 10, for all of the 
Nazarene teen-agers of the Kansas City

News Flash
Rev. and Mrs. William Russell, mis

sionaries to Hashemite Kingdom of the 
Jordan, have returned to England be
cause of the current unrest in the Mid
dle East. They arrived in England No
vember 14, 1956.

area. Quotas tor attendance were as
signed to each church. There was ex
cellent attendance at the first meeting, 
and enthusiasm runs high among the 
teen-agers. The services will be held 
each Saturday night in the Seminary 
Chapel, to be followed by times of fel
lowship.

From Trinidad
The district leaders, and Rev. Pres

cott Beals, district superintendent, re
cently conducted the first series of zone 
rallies ever held in Trinidad. The youth 
meetings were a vital part of these zone 
rallies. Many young people dedicated 
themselves to God to whatever service 
He should call them.

In addition to singing, reports, testi
monies, and the message, there was a 
short play, “Let’s Begin Again.” Several 
young people were saved.

REMISS REHFELDT, Secretary

Rev. and Mrs. Alexander Wachtel are 
awaiting further developments before 
leaving Israel.

Rev. and Mrs. Don DePasquale are 
making Beirut, Lebanon, their head
quarters, temporarily. If conditions 
worsen, the families of Donald Reed 
and Don DePasquale will leave the

F o r e i g n  M i s s i m i S 111̂

j i io u g h t  
for theS?)ay

by BERTHA MUNRO
The Glory of the Gift

More than a manger cradle, more 
than a brilliant star, more than a carol 
breaking the midnight stillness—Thou 
great Christmas Giver, this year answer 
our old prayer in a new, fresh way: 
“Unveil the meaning of Immanuel, ‘God 
with us.’ ” For everything is there. (Isa. 

7:14.)

Monday:
There is the glory of redemption; for 

in Him truth broke its way into our 
world. No more uncertain groping: with 
us is the authoritative Embodiment of 
all real values. Word has come straight

from heaven. Shall we on this bewil
dered Christmas take another look at 
His Beatitudes? (John 1:17.)

Tuesday:
There is redemption; for in Him grace 

took the place of law. A new relation
ship is established: without Him, aliens; 
with Him, sons in the family of God, 
“with all the rights, privileges, and re
sponsibilities appertaining thereto,” tak
ing on daily more of the family likeness. 
"Exceeding riches”—no more living like 
a pauper of grace. (John 1:17.)

Wednesday:
There is light. Without Immanuel, 

darkness and stumbling; with Him, we 
need no candle nor sun. He is himself 
the Light, and He goes before. At 
every fork in the road, on every strange 
and dangerous path, we can follow that 
shining Whiteness and fear no tragic 
misstep. (Isa. 9:2: John 1:9.)

Thursday:
There is life eternal. Death was sepa

ration from Deity; this “God-with-us” 
sends divine energy coursing through 
our spirits. Who can measure the work
ing ergs of a contact with the Source 
of all power? Motivation enough, 
throughout eternity the same: His serv

ants shall serve Him, tireless—and it be
gins here. ('John 1:4.)

Friday:
There is love—His own, communicated 

—the key to all personal relationship. 
Melting antagonisms, unifying hearts, 
purging motives from selfishness and 
insincerity, the greatest thing in the 
world—His name is Love. That name 
branded on our foreheads is the mark 
that proclaims us His. (lohn 15:12-13; 
Rev. 22:4.)

Saturday:
There is joy. For in Immanuel are the 

hope that has no room for despair, the 
beauty that satisfies the mind and rests 
the heart, the freedom of broken chains, 
the peace that passes understanding, the 
harmony of oneness with the will that 
moves the stars—the song that shall 
never have an ending. We have only 
begun to sing it—but we have begun. 
(Isa. 9:3; Luke 2:11.)

Sunday:
There is Immanuel himself—the glory 

of His presence, the constant, abiding 
Source of blessing won from curse. The 
realization of that glory first glimpsed 
in star and song and cradle—let that 
glory irradiating our lives “begin and 
never ceasel”

All this in one bundle—and more—the 
glory of the Gift! (Luke 2:11, 13-14.)
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country. and the two men will remain 
as long as possible.

Mrs. Armand Doll, ol Portuguese East 
Africa, has written requesting that we 
omit the word “Gaza” from their ad
dress, as some of their mail lias been 
going to the Gaza area in Egypt.

This would make their address:
Rev. and Mrs. Armand Doll 
Missao Nazarena, Tavane, 
Manjacaze, Portuguese East Africa

This would also be true for all the 
missionaries at this address.

New Spanish Broadcasts
Two new stations have recently been 

added to those who carry our Spanish 
broadcast, “La Hora Nazarena.” One is 
in Havana, Cuba, broadcasting at 8:30 
a.m. every Sunday, and one is Guatemala 
City, broadcasting at 7:45 a.m. each 
Sunday. This gives us two outlets in 
Guatemala City and two on the island 
of Cuba. We rejoice in these new7 ave
nues for spreading the gospel.

British Honduras 
Council Meeting

On October 22 the nine Nazarene 
missionaries of the British Honduras 
District gathered in Benque Viejo for 
their eleventh annual council meeting. 
The various reports gave us a summary 
of the past year's work and they were 
both encouraging and challenging. We 
covenant by God's grace to do better 
and to win more souls to Christ during 
the coming year.—Lois S a n t o ,  Reporter.

A New Name—Lenasia
From now on you will be hearing this 

name. In the Group Areas Act, about 
which you have heard, the Indians here 
in South Africa are to have their town
ship, and Lenasia is the name of the 
place. We have two pure Indians in 
the Coloured Bible School and one of 
them, Sammy Moonsammy, is going out 
this year. We have made application 
for a church and manse site in Lenasia. 
—C. S. J e n k i n s ,  Africa.

Our Indian Nazarenes
To describe or interpret our India to 

you from such a distance is difficult. 
Perhaps she is in a class all bv herself. 
But we who have seen her take on in
dependence appreciate her struggles.

Yes. we have seen revival. Some folk 
for the first time understood Ihe mean
ing of the Pentecostal flame burning 
its way into hearts, families, and even 
larger groups. It is now a norm that 
will ever loom high on their horizon. 
Since then some have gone on into a 
deeper relationship with God. Others 
have backed down at tithing and other 
standards. We missionaries find our
selves 'limbing on to different levels as 
we listen to the voice of the Holv Spirit. 
The enemy has tried to defeat many 
by illness. His assaults have been se- 

Continued on page 18
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S T E P H E N W H I T E .  E d i t o r

In  the “Bible School Journal” for October 21, on page 45, Whedon states that 
sanctification may exist in different degrees. He also says, “It may be 
partial.” Just what does he mean by this statement?

By saying that sanctification may exist 
in different degrees, Whedon is ascribing 
to the word a rather broad meaning, 
which is sometimes attached to it. When 
used thus, it has to do with all of the 
work of God's grace in man in contrast 
to His work for man, and yet outside 

of man. It is contrasted with justifica
tion, which strictly means freeing man 
from the guilt of his actual transgres

sions, or wiping the black marks which 
are against him off God’s books. Tech
nically, justification docs not indicate 
anything done in man. Set over against 
this is all of the work, as I have already 
indicated, which is done in man—re
generation. entire sanctification, and the 
growth in grace which follows each of 
them. From this standpoint, sanctifi
cation may be spoken of as existing in 
different degrees. You will notice that

W hedon does not say that entire sanc

tification may exist in different degrees. 
Entire sanctification is the technical 
name for the second crisis, though wTe 
often just call it sanctification today. 
In the very quotation which you call 
attention to, Whedon later refers to 
complete (entire) sanctification and con
trasts it, as you say, with partial sanc
tification. Further, he docs not state that 
it (complete sanctification) may differ 
in degrees. As to partial sanctification, 
I would say that Whedon is using it in 
its technical, theological meaning—as 
having to do with the cleansing which 
the sinner gets when he is saved—cleans
ing from acquired pollution, or that 
pollution which attaches to the sinner’s 
own ac ts. When he uses that phrase he 
is not talking about entire, or complete, 

sanctification—the second blessing.

I  have always thought that God shouldn't be spoken to as one would talk 
to a child. Or to put it another way, terms such as “dear” or “sweet99 should 
not be used ivhen addressing God. Am I right in  this?

You are right! Such terms of endear
ment should not be used when we are 
talking to God. To do so tends to bring 
Him clown to our level, and, because 
of that, does not show’ the proper rev
erence for the Supreme Being. On the

other hand, there are quite a few good 
people who unthoughtedly use such 
terms of endearment when praying, and 
we should not criticize them for it. I 
believe that those who pray thus are 
gradually learning better.

A friend of mine who believes in  eternal security asked me this question: 
“How can something that is born be unborn?" Then he referred to John 3:7, 
which says that we must be born again. This is a favorite question with 
those who claim that once we are saved, we are always saved. My answer 
is this, “A thing that is born can die, and then, ithen saved again, must 
be reborn.99 Is that right?

Your answer is a good one. When 
we are sinners we are dead in trespasses 
and sins, and then when we are born 
again, we are resurrected into newness 
of life. This spiritual life, however, can 
die through deliberate sin. After this 
we can be saved again, or reclaimed, or

born again once more. This whole idea 
of birth as applied to becoming a Chris
tian is figurative language; and being 
born is described bv other figures, like 
following Christ, coming to Christ, com
ing back home, etc.

Several of us were discussing television, and someone said that it is not 
wrong to have it in  our homes if we do not look at programs advertising 
beer, cigarettes, whisky, etc. My stand was that one who is saved and sanc
tified will not have a television set in his home. Am I right or wrong in  
taking this position?

spiritual life. Truly Christian people 
are not alone in taking this position. 
Somewhere recently I read an article 

on television by the editor of what many 
would consider the highest-class monthly 
magazine published in America, and he 
had almost nothing to say that was 
complimentary of present-day television. 
It should be added that he was not 
writing from a religious standpoint, but 
rather from the viewpoint of proper 
culture, refinement, and morality.

In answering your question I take 
the same position which our church 
does. It does not ban television alto
gether, but it does warn all against using 
it indiscriminately. Much that is evil 
comes over television, and if a person 
does not choose carefully what he looks 
at and listens to, he will certainly wreck 
his relation to Christ. Some good comes 
over television, just like some good comes 
over the radio; but most of what is given 
in both cases is devilish, or certainly not 
elevating from the standpoint of one’s
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vcrc—lull our faith soars. The Indian 
church goes forward. Never do we leave 
our area without returning with a new 
appreciation of our Indian leaders. We 
feel we are in another phase of revival 
now.

God is good to send us new mission
aries.

I am in charge of the Mehkar dis
pensary since Mrs. Carter left. This 
one and Chikhli arc both carried on 
l>\ our Indian nurse. I only stand bv.

order medicines, and advise.

('.ills’ Hoarding Hostel enjoys the 

presence of the Lord and a wholesome 
atmosphere these days. By faith we live 
and move in Him.—Geraijjine Chappei.l, 
India.

High Lights from Africa
The high light of the various reports 

of progress given at our annual council 
meeting was the thrilling news that in 
stead of the 1,000 converts we had hoped

to add to our African church in 1956. 
a total of 1 .<sr>0 had been gained, bring
ing our total of full members and pro
bationers to just over 10,000. We re
joice in the blessing of God on the work 
and the continued spirit of unity among 

the missionaries. We feel that the fruits 
of the union of 1952 are now beginning 
to be harvested, and there is much land 
ahead to be possessed.—H. Ki nm.th Bed* 
wi n., secret my of council meeting, Afri

ca.

May not only this 

season, but the entire 
new year, be aglow 

with joy and peace 
as you carry the 

spirit of Christmas 

into all of your life.

H. C. Powers 
G. B. Williamson 

Samuel Young 
D. I. Vanderpool 
Hugh C. Benner 

S. T. Ludwig 
John Stockton 

T. W. W illingham  
V. H. Lewis

X 1 /

Roy F. Smee 
Remiss Rehfeldt 

M. Lunn 
Lewis T. Corlett 

S. S. White 
A. F. Harper 

Ponder Gilliland 
M ary  Scott 

Dean Wessels

Chester, West Virginia—Recently we 
closed a good revival with Rev. John 
Robinson as [he evangelist, and George 
Wilson as the song evangelist. We ap
preciated the ministry of these brethren, 
and God blessed and gave us seekers and 
happy finders in everv service. Also, 
some new members were added to the 
church. God lias blessed the church 
here in a wonderful way. We came 
here six years ago and found a wonder
ful people. With their co-operation we 
have erected a new church building, 
valued at SI35,000.00, received sixty peo
ple into church membership, doubled 
the finances, and had an increase ol 
forty-nine in average attendance in Sun
day school.—Lewis I i (.c, Pastor.

Evangelist Wilbur Brannon writes: 
"Due to unforeseen circumstances, the 
date March 27 to April 7 (1957) is open 
for any church between Kansas and West 
Virginia. If interested, write me, 177 
Marshall Boulevard, Elkhart, Indiana.”

Windham, Maine—Recently we had a 
wonderful ten-day meeting with Miss 
Wilma Ingland as the evangelist. Folks 
who had been backslidden for years were 
reclaimed, and our young people seemed 
to sense a deep need of consecrating 
llieir lives to Christ. There was a good 
spirit, and a burden of prayer upon 
many of our people. Miss Ingland iJi 
a wonderful evangelist, a splendid chil
dren's and young people's worker, an 
accomplished pianist, and works, too, 
with any and everv vocal group. Never 
have we bad better crowds in a meet
ing. and never have we known better 
results. We greatly appreciated the min
istry of Miss Ingland with us.—Ida Aus- 
ti\, Reporter.

l’astor H. I. Crews writes from Deni
son, Texas: "Wc celebrated our fif
teenth anniversary as pastors of this 
church on October 14 with 517 in Sun
day school. Our fifteenth year was one1 
of the best. At our assembly in August; 
we reported an average of 350 in Sun* 
dav school for the year, and 37 mem
bers received, of which 22 came through 
the Sunday school. We also have the 
largest Xa/arcne Sunday school in the 
stale of Texas. Our church was won
derfully helped in the recent revival bj 
the singing and preaching of Miss Sandra 
Cox. We thank God for His blessings.”’
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Evangelist C. Wesley Brough reports: 
"God is giving a gracious revival at First 
Church, San Diego. California, where 
Rev. Joseph Morgan has been the pas
tor for more than ten years. On the 
first Sunday there were thirty-three peo
ple seeking God at the altar, with a 
total of sixty-one seekers in the first 
live services. Large crowds arc attend
ing, and the blessings of God are upon 
the services."

Evangelist H. A. Casey writes: “These 
are victorious days in God's harvest field, 
and am trusting God to make 1957 the 
best year yet. I have two open dates 
in January: January 2 to 13 and Jan
uary Hi to 27. W ill be glad to go any
where as God may lead, and carry the 
whole program—sing, play, and preach, 
and also have vibraharp, cathedral 
chimes, etc. Write me, 1801 N.E. Madi
son. Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.”



Dover, New Jersey—First Church re
cently hail a very successful revival meet
ing with Rev. R. J. Essary as evangelist, 
and Rev. and Mrs. I’. Bailey as singers. 
God came in mighty power on the clos
ing day, Holy Ghost conviction settled 
down on the people, and twenty-five 
souls prayed through to victory. God 
used Brother Essary in a special way 
in our midst, and the Baileys were 
blessed of the Spirit in presenting the 
gospel in song. Rev. and Mrs. Charles 
Finney are in their third year with this 
fine, spiritual people. Since they came, 
the Sunday-school average attendance 
has increased, the church membership 
has reached an all-time high of 150. 
Sunday-school rooms have been added, 
the sanctuary finished and redecorated— 
all free of debt; and a new Hammond 
electric church model organ installed 
(the ma jor part of this debt of $2,800.00 
will soon be paid). Also, many other 
improvements have been made on the 
property. God is blessing in a very real 
way .—Reporter.

Evangelist H. J. Ralnar writes: “I 
re-entered the field of evangelism in 
September, and am happy to be in this 
work after many years of service in the 
pastorate. I am enjoying my labors 
with our good pastors and people. At 
present I am in a meeting with Pastor 
Mark Jensen and his church at Osh
kosh, Wisconsin; and go next to Del 
Mar Church in South San Gabriel, Cali
fornia, with Rev. E. D. Green and peo
ple. Recently I was with Revs. Orville 
and Iris Tucker in Kennard, Indiana, 
assisted by the Greensboro Gospel Quar
tet; and also with Rev. Harry Hardin 
and people of Osgood, Indiana—a fine 
meeting with a number of seekers. I 
love the Church of the Nazarene and 
souls for whom Christ died. Write me, 
2042 Singleton Street, Indianapolis, In 
diana.”

Pastor Robert A. North writes; “For 
the past six years and four months we 
have served our church at Port Huron, 
Michigan, during which time wTc were 
able to purchase a new parsonage, and 
also two acres of land for a new church 
location. Plans for the new building 
were drawn by Evangelist-Architect 
George Schriber. After much prayer, 
we have accepted a call to the Zion 
Church of the Nazarene in Pontiac. 
Michigan. Here we have found a won
derful group of people and a tremen
dous opportunity.”

Alton, Illinois—In O c t o b e r  our 
church had a successful revival with 
Rev. and Mrs. C. C. Rinebarger as the 
evangelistic workers. Brother Rinebarger 
did some great preaching under the 
anointing of the Spirit; also their sing
ing was most unusual. God gave some 
great victories at the altar and the 
church was greatly benefited.—Reporter.

Pastor Ed. Phillips reports from 
Prichard, Alabama: “God is blessing in 
a wonderful way in the work of First 
Church. I.ast June we returned from 
the Hawaiian Islands, after serving the 
church there for three years, coming to 
Prichard on August 1G. The Lord has 
helped us to have better than a 100 
per cent gain in church membership, 
and almost 300 per cent gain in Sunday- 
school attendance. Our people arc 
united, and a good spirit prevails. It is 
a joy to work with District Superin
tendent Shumake, and our people are 
back of the district program 100 per 
cent. Recently we had a glorious re
vival with Rev. A. J. Gunter, pastor in 
California, as our evangelist. We had 
capacity crowds, and the soul-stirring 
and powerful messages of Brother Gun
ter touched the hearts of our people. 
We arc enjoying God’s service, and feel 
we are where He wants us to be.”
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Sacramento, California—Trinity Church 
was organized in July of 1954, with 53 
charter members who felt the need of 
a new church in the fast-growing resi
dential area of south Sacramcnto. Serv
ices were held in a rented store building, 
a remodeled firehouse, and construction 
was begun on the first two units of a 
permanent plant in March of 1950. 
Vision became reality on September 9 
when the congregation met for the first 
time in a beautiful 30 x 60-foot chapel, 
which Dr. D. I. Vanderpool dedicated 
on October 7. Pastor’s study, Sunday- 
school office, two large assembly rooms, 
six Sunday-school rooms, etc.. were com
pleted, with others to be finished as 
needed. Value of the frame and stucco 
building is conservatively estimated at 
$60,000.00. Membership lias increased 
to 75, with Sunday-school average at
tendance of 120. From the day District 
Superintendent George Coulter organ
ized the church twenty-seven months 
ago, Trinity Church has been a “10 
per cent” church. God has mightily 
blessed in giving outstanding conver
sions, miracles in the way of financing, 
and sending in new people—under the 
personal efforts and sacrifices of our 
devoted pastor and wife, Rev. and Mrs. 
Daniel H. Penn (he is the son of one 
of our pioneer missionaries to Africa) . 
— M r s .  J o H a r t , Secretary.
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Evangelist Charles A. Higgins reports: 
“The year of 195G has been the best of 
my eight years in the field of evangelism. 
God lias given glorious victories in the 
churches where wc have labored. I 
have some open dates in the winter and 
spring of 1957; will go anywhere the 
Lord leads. I travel alone; can help 
with the music and singing where 
needed. Write me, c/o H e r a l d  slate.”

Evangelist T. T. Liddell writes: “1 
will be at my home in Kankakee from 
December 10 through January 3, for 
the holidays, and will be available for 
week-end services during this time. 
Write me, Box 65, c/o Olivet Nazarene 
College, Kankakee, Illinois.”

East Liverpool, Ohio—After more 
than eleven years as pastor in Cam
bridge, Ohio, wre came to the LaCroft 
Church here last May. We found a 
wonderful people, with a well-organized 
program, and they received us into their 
hearts. The spiritual tide has been run
ning high, and more than one hundred 
seekers have been at our altars. Re
cently we closed a revival meeting with 
Evangelist W. F. Miller. There was a 
good attendance, a fine spirit of co
operation f r o m  o u r  neighboring 
churches, and finances came easily. God 
is blessing and we are enjoying our 
w'ork with these splendid folks.—R a y  E. 
B a n k s ,  Pastor.

Panama City, Florida—Coming to this 
church last July, we found a small group 
of wonderful folks. On November 4 
we closed a revival with F.vangelist San
dra Cox and her mother. Their preach
ing and singing won the hearts of the 
people, and God blessed with seekers 
in every service. Five new members were 
added to the church, making ten addi
tions since we came here. T he church

has recently purchased a three-bedroom 
parsonage. If you have friends here, or 
at Tyndell Air Force Base or the navy 
base, write us, B o x  24. St. Andrews, 
Florida.—W a l l a c e  B e i l ,  Sr., Pastor.

Evangelists Jack and Ruby Carter 
write: “Because of cancellation of one 
revival date, and a change in another, 
we have the following dales open: Jan
uary Hi to 27, February 27 to March 10. 
We are to be in Sistersville, West Vir
ginia, January 30 to February 10, and 
would like to slate either of these open 
dates between Bethany, Oklahoma, and 
Sistersville. Any church needing our 
services as preacher and singers, write 
us, 009 N. Mueller Street, Bethany, 
Oklahoma.”

Dublin. Georgia—On November 4 our 
church closed a most profitable revival 
with Rev. l'leais Hampton as evangelist. 
His messages were unique, his preaching 
forceful and with the anointing of the 
Spirit. The attendance was good, the 
altar services fruitful, and several young 
people settled the problem of their call 
to special service. All Sunday-school at
tendance records were broken on both 
Sundays of the meeting. Mrs. Hampton 
contributed much to the interest of 
the meeting with her beautiful chalk 
drawings. Many newr families were con
tacted and brought into the Sunday 
school. Pastor W. P. Smithson, who has 
served this church for five years, and 
his good wife have done a great work 
in this growing city, in winning souls 
to Christ and the church.—A u r e l i a  

M o o r e ,  Reporter.

Harrisburg. Illinois—First Church re
cently had a good revival with Evan
gelist J. H. Crawford. God gave twelve 
seekers, including some who were sanc
tified. Wc had good crowds, with twen
ty-six “first-timers” in the church here. 
Brother Crawford is a good Bible preach
er and the Lord used him to give us 
an old-fashioned revival. Brother B. L. 
Van Rogers did an excellent job han
dling the music.—C h a r l e s  M. S c o t t ,  Pas
tor.

Would you mind calling your church treasurer 
and make sure that the THANK OFFERING for 
world evangelism has been sent to our general 
treasurer in Kansas City? He is anxious to receive 
all gifts before the close of the year. Thanks for 
your co-operation.

— G eneral Stew ardship Committee
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Toronto. Ohio—In November our 
church had a splendid revival with 
Evangelist and Mrs. T. T. Liddell. The 
Lord used these splendid workers in 
such a way that, counting as they came, 
more than eighty persons sought God 
at the altar to be saved or sanctified. 
The membership of the church was 
greatly helped and encouraged, and a 
spiritual uplift was enjoyed by all who 
attended the services. The Liddells are 
true Nazarene evangelists, preaching 
and teaching our doctrines and faith. 
Brother Liddell's messages, together 
with their musical program, were of 
the very best. The congregation voted 
unanimously to ask them for a return 
date.—O. L. Benf.dum, Pastor.

Annual Laymen’s Retreat 
Northern California District

The third annual Laymen’s Retreat 
of the Northern California District was 
held November 2 to 4, at Beulah Park, 
Santa Cruz. It proved to be the best 
vet in every way, providing a record 
in numbers, fellowship, and spiritual 
blessing. Attendance in 1954 was 75, in 
1955 was 150, and this year 306.

Gus and Esther Bergesen were for 
the third time the host and hostess. 
Everett and Beulah Allen very ably led 
the arrangements committee consisting 
of: Earl Adam, Walt Bells, Paul Price, 
Sam Wallace, Carl McDonald, and Paul 
Skiles.

We were thrilled and helped by the 
inspired messages of our guest speaker, 
the well-loved Nazarene layman, Mr. 
Gordon Olsen, from Eugene, Oregon. 
The theme and decor were “Workmen 
Unashamed.” God s Spirit was mightily 
present and, as in days of old, there is 
still a laymen’s movement, dedicated to 
holy living and teaching.

The retreat offering was raised to 
purchase a piano for the Wilson Dis

trict Church at Yuba City, which was 
flooded out by last winter’s storms.

Northern California is the pioneer 
in Laymen’s Retreats and we are grate
ful to God for the sharing of fun, work, 
and religious life with one another and 
our beloved district superintendent, Dr. 
George Coulter.—M il d r e d  N f.e s  S u t h e r 
l a n d ,  Reporter.

Wisconsin District 
Preachers’ Meeting

The messages of Dr. Hardy C. Powers, 
with their wisdom, unction of the Spirit, 
and depth of thought, inspired us anew 
to serve the Lord with gladness. Dr. 
Leo C. Davis, superintendent of South
west Indiana District, is a man who 
walks with God, and his messages were 
full of the ruggedness, and yet tender
ness, that it takes to lift the spirit of 
man Godward. The simplicity, the phi
losophy, and the spiritual instruction in 
the messages of both these men of God 
were what we in Wisconsin needed to 
feed our souls and encourage us for 
our task.

Dr. Charles A. Gibson, district super
intendent, presided with his usual ef
ficiency and enthusiasm.

All three of these men, with their 
major contributions, were what made 
us feel that our 1956 Wisconsin preach
ers’ meeting w'as rich and full of spirit
ual good things.

We are proud and happy that our 
N.Y.P.S. officers were able to present 
to Dr. Harold W. Reed, president, and 
Rev. John W. Swearengen, field repre
sentative, a check for payment in full 
for our educational budget for Olivet 
Nazarene College. This is the eighth 
consecutive year that Wisconsin District 
has had their total educational budget 
paid in full by the time of our October 
preachers' meeting.

During our preachers’ meeting, Dr.
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and Mrs. Gibson celebrated their forty- 
third wedding anniversary. The preach
ers and their wives helped them cele
brate with a dinner and a shower of 
cards, with a gift of money to show our 
love and appreciation for our district 
superintendent and his good wife.

The preachers’ meeting, held in the 
Eau Claire church, closed with a com
munion service. We parted with a deep
er sense of unity and love for our fel
low laborers on the district, and with 
a greater love and appreciation for the 
privilege of working for God through 
a church with a holiness message, and 
a holy people.—J a m e s  H. R a n u m ,  Re
porter.

Rev. William D. Keller writes: "Last 
July I came into the Church of the 
Nazarene at the West Virginia District 
Assembly, and am now working in the 
evangelistic field. I held a one-week 
meeting at Grafton, then three weeks 
at Buckhannon, two weeks at Princeton, 
and two weeks at Webster Springs, West 
Virginia. God blessed and gave souls 
praying through to be saved and sanc
tified. I am now at Romney, West Vir
ginia. and will close here on November 
25; following this I have open time and 
will be glad to go anywhere as the 
Lord may lead. Write me, 200 Ran
dolph Street, Buckhannon, West Yir-
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Canada Pacific 
Preachers’ Convention

A high light in our church year on 
the Canada Pacific District was our 
annual preachers' convention, October 
16 to 18. with Dr. E. E. Zachary, super
intendent of the Northwest District, as 
the guest speaker. His messages were 
just what we needed; they inspired us, 
stirring our hearts, and presented a 
challenge we will not soon forget.

The days were full of activity—the 
sessions beginning at 9:30 a.m., through 
the evening service, which was open 
to the public. Leaders of the various 
departments gave us informative and 
challenging talks, as did also Dr. A. E. 
Airhart, president of Canadian Naza
rene College. We were glad to hear of 
the fine progress of the college.

We give God praise for touching our 
district superintendent, Rev. Bert Dan
iels. He was able to be with us in spite 
of a throat operation the previous week. 
God is certainly blessing Brother Dan
iels’ work in our midst, and we love 
and appreciate him as a man of God 
and our district leader.

We extend our thanks to the host 
pastor, Rev. D. G. MacDonald, and his 
people at Abbotsford for their kindness 
in opening their homes and providing 
for our entertainment.—H a r o l d  W. 
H o f f m a n , Reporter.

West Point. Ohio—We are glad to 
report that the Power Point Church 
is moving forward for God. In the fall 
of ’55 we had a good revival with 
Evangelist W. F. Miller, assisted by the 
Barnes Family, members of our local 
church. In the spring we had a good 
meeting with the Hoot Evangelistic 
Party, and our people were helped. Re
cently we closed what many of our 
people said was the best revival in re
cent years, with Rev. D. E. Patrone, 
evangelist-violinist. and Singer Leland 
Davis. These workers were anointed of 
God, the altar was lined with seekers 
many nights, and the church was 
greatly helped. We thank God for His 
blessings on this rural community; we 
now have a church membership of 150. 
and a Sunday school averaging 180. Wc 
are in our nineteenth year as pastor 
and thank God for this spiritual people. 
—H. W. A p p l ic a t e , Pastor.

Muncie, Indiana—We are in our 
fourth year with Five Points Church, 
and God has been blessing in a wonder
ful way. We have been able to pur
chase a new parsonage, and install a 
new Baldwin organ, carpet, and drapes 
in the church. The Spirit of God has 
been moving among our teen-agers 
lately, and during lire past three 
months we have seen 40 of them pray 
through to victory. Recently we closed 
a wonderful revival with Evangelist R. 
L. Rich and daughter Alice. Night after 
night we saw the altar lined with seek
ers; we have baptized 20 and received 
17 into church membership—all but one 
by profession of faith. In the first 
prayer meeting after the revival we had 
05 people present, of which 35 were 
teen-agers; 5 new ones seeking God last 
Sunday night. Our Sunday school aver

aged 230 for October. The revival spir
it continues, and our people are en
couraged.—Wm. E. Master, Pastor.

Christian Workers’ Convention 
San Antonio District

The San Antonio District Christian 
Workers’ Convention was held in San 
Antonio Grace Church, November 5 to 
7, and was characterized by a wonder
ful spirit of unity and the blessing of 
the Lord.

District Superintendent W. H. Davis 
directed the convention in his unique 
manner. Dr. G. B. Williamson chal
lenged and thrilled us with his wonder
ful messages, which were pointed and 
practical. Rev. Raymond McClung, su
perintendent of the Houston District, 
was also a speaker in the convention, 
and added to the challenge given by 
our general superintendent.

A number of our own pastors pre
sented thought-provoking papers con
cerning the various phases of our local 
and district work.

It is always a privilege to have Dr. 
R. H. Cantrell, president of Bethany 
Nazarene College, on our district. He 
not only represented the college, but 
also on Wednesday morning brought an 
inspiring message on prayer and faith.

Following a masterful sermon by Gen
eral Superintendent Williamson on Tues
day night, the pastors eagerly responded 
to District Superintendent Davis’ chal
lenge to accept goals for new members 
to be received into our church during 
the last six months of the assembly 
year; the total goal was 51 f.

All the pastors and Christian workers 
present returned to their local churches 
with renewed vigor to work at the task 
of Crusading for Souls NOW!—C h a r l e s  

W. Ocdi \', District Secretary.
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K\angc*lisl \V. M. I lodge* writes: 
"Since our Northwest Indiana District 
Assembly, we moved back to our home 
in Kentucky, and I am giving full time 
to the evangelistic work. It has been 
my privilege to preach at Delmar, with 
Pastor Hood; at Naomi, with Rev. (). 
Lobb; at Science Hill, with Rev. K. 
Grant; at Kings Mountain, with Rev. U. 
Blalock; at Summersville, with Rev. A. 
A. Farris; and at Yosemite, Kentucky, 
with Pastor Anderson; also in Uni- 
opolis, Ohio, with Rev. F. Roope. At 
this writing I am in Cedar drove. Ill 
inois. with Rev. A. I.. I.aMon; and go 
next to Newburgh, Indiana, with Pastor 
Horine. Cod lias blessed and gi\en 
souls praying through to victory. II 
you desire my services for a week end. 
or a longer meeting, write me at Science 
Hill, Kentucky.”

Evangelist L. J. Scherrer reports: “In 
November we had a revival at Newport. 
Tennessee, where Pastor R. (.. Stinnett 
and his people had daily prayer meet
ings for seven weeks preceding the re
vival. Never have I felt the power of 
the Holy Spirit so much as we did in this 
revival, (iod gave us some great victories, 
for which we give Him all praise. At 
this writing I am in a meeting with 
Pastor Strong and his people at Marion, 
Virginia. I will be in California iti the 
spring of '57, and have some open time 
1 would like to slate while there; also 
have some open time in January and 
February. 1 will go anywhere (iod may 
lead. Write me, 3030-A No. <>2nd Street, 
Milwaukee 10, Wisconsin.”

Rev. W. F. Weaver writes: “After 
seven years of delightful service with 
the St. Johns church we accepted a 
unanimous call to the church in Ru- 
chanan, Michigan, moving here last Julv. 
We found a loyal people canvassing the 
city and pushing forward for (iod and 
souls. Tlicv are co-operating beauti
fully. and every phase of the work is 
showing an increase. During October 
we were favored with the preaching and 
music of Rev. and Mrs. J. I'.. Smith as 
evangelistic: workers. Brother Smith's 
beautiful spirit and messages strength
ened our people, and main new friends 
were made for the church. We greatlv 
appreciated the ministry of the Smiths 
with us.”

F.l Paso, Texas—The Valley Church 
recently had a very successful revival 
with Rev. V. H. Curiess. pastor of Cracc 
Church in Kansas City, Missouri, as 
the evangelist. His messages were well 
received, and God gave a number of 
people seeking Him for pardon and 
heart purity. A beautiful spirit was 
manifest throughout the meeting. Seven 
members were added to the church, mak
ing eleven new folks received since our 
assembly. Valley Church has a wonder
ful group of people, and we are enjoy
ing our work with them.—F. F. K in z l k r , 

Pastor.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BORN— to Rev. and M rs. Jam es D. H am ilton of 

Denver, Colorado, a  daughter, L isa  Cay, on Novem
ber 15.

— to M r. and M rs. Don Sylvester of Valentine , 
Nebraska, a daughter, Mary D ell, on November 14 ,
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Relatives—Neighbors—Friends

Washington at Bresee NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE 1592 Bloor S t., W.
Pasadena 7, California 2923 Troost, Box 527, Kansas City 41, Missouri Toronto 9, Ontario

- - to  Lau rie  and Delores (Lobb) M urray of Nash
v ille , Tennessee, a daughter, Laurice Anez, on 
November 10.

—  to Rev. and M rs. John J .  Toplyn of Bellevue, 
Ohio, a son, Glenn A llen , on November 2 .

— to Rev. and M rs. Samuel R. Keys of Minne
apolis, M innesota, a daughter, Dana Jean , on Oc
tober 27 .

— to Wayne and Erm a (Chenoweth) Shelton of 
K noxville , Tennessee, a daughter, A n ita  Kaye, on 
October 2 3 .

— to Dave and Carol (Swenson) W it t  of Naza
rene Theological Sem inary, Kansas C ity , M issouri, 
a daughter, Joy Lynn, on September 8 .

SPECIAL PRAYER IS REQUESTED by a Naza
rene pastor's w ife  in C a lifo rn ia  that God may 
touch and heal her body of a severe nervous con
d ition ;

by a reader in Ohio “ that I may become estab
lished in the experience of entire  sa n c t if ic a t io n " ;

by a Nazarene brother in Indiana that God may 
touch his body and completely heal him of a 
severe d iabetic condition;

by a friend in I llin o is  for " a  g irl whom Satan 
has tried  to keep bound down, that the Lord w ill 
deliver her and give her the experience she needs";

by a lady in Kentucky, nearly deaf and shut 
in most of the tim e , and in i l l  health, that God 
may undertake for her in a special way;

by a lady in Ohio fo r my sick husband, two

boys, and a daughter-in-law— a ll neod to be saved; 
also fo r an unspoken request;

for a Nazarene lady in Michigan th a t God would 
touch and heal her body; also an urgent unspoken 
request, that she may be better fitted  to do God's 
w ill and work;

by a patient in a veterans' hospital in I llin o is , 
for healing of a serious foot infection;

by a friend in Ohio " fo r  my deliverance from 
the necessity of using a medicine that is too strong 
in producing the energy that I lack for my w o rk ."

DIRECTORIES
GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS

Hardy C . Powers
O ffice , 6401 The Paseo, Bex 607-S, Kansas C ity 

10, Mo.

G. B. Williamson
O ffice , 6401 The Paseo, Box 6 0 7 6 , Kansas C ity 

10 , Mo.

Samuel Young
O ffice , 6401  The Paseo, Box 607 6 , Kansas C ity 

10 , Mo.

D. I . Vanderpool
O ffice , 6401 The Paseo, Box 607 6 , Kansas C ity 

10 , Mo.

Hugh C. Benner
Office , 6401  The Paseo, Box 607 6 , K an :as C ity
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ANNUAL CHRISTMAS LOVE OFFERING

REMEMBER.. . your g ift o f love w ill bring

a eer

(^ o m j'o r t

(Encouragement

i 3 (e 5 5 in a

to
Our more than 500 retired ministers and widows who need assistance.

1. Every Nazarene will want to give something in this annual “Gift of 
L ov e”
2. While most ministers today are participating in the new Social Se
curity plan for ministers, WE CANNOT FORGET those who were bom 
“ thirty years too soon” as far as Social Security benefits are concerned. 
Let us make a generous contribution to this worthy cause.

3. All money given in this offering will apply on your local church NM, 
B.F. budget and should be sent to John Stockton, general treasurer.

NAZARENE M INISTER'S BENEVOLENT
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